Epiphany – January 4, 2026
Matthew 2:1-12
Today we are celebrating Epiphany.  A little early - The actual day of epiphany is Tuesday, January 6th. 12 days after Christmas – yes, that’s why we have a 12 days of Christmas song. So after all of the turtle doves, and geese-a-laying, and drummers drumming, we reach the end of the Christmas season.  
Epiphany is the day that we celebrate the magi arriving to Jesus.   Now, I know we like to say that it took 12 days for them to arrive, but in all actuality, based on Herod’s decree later, we believe it happened within Jesus first two years.   Which is why Herod had all children killed under two years of age. He wanted to make sure Jesus was included in that... but that’s another story.  
So, more than 12 days and less than two years after the birth, the magi arrive to Jesus and his family.   Following a star for an unknown amount of time and brought him gifts. Gold, frankincense, and myrrh which had been foretold.  Gifts that were fit for a King. Which is how we know Jesus.  
Gifts are the easily ignored part of the Epiphany story.  Yeah, we know the three gifts, but we usually just leave it at that.  But after we just finished a season of giving, the poor recipient in our 12 days of Christmas song is still trying to figure out what to do with their umpteen birds and those annoying pipers, gifts are an important part of our Christmas and Epiphany stories.  Because we know Jesus is God’s gift for us.  And the Magi received the gift of the star. And, of course, the three gifts for our king. 
But during this season now as we await lent, it’s good to remember the gifts that we have been given that extend beyond the Christmas story.  Gifts that God, through Christ, has given us.  Gifts like love, grace, forgiveness, peace, etc. 
So, I thought we’d try something – maybe you’ve done in years past. Everyone is going to receive a “Star Gift”  It’s based on the idea that before they offered their own gifts, the magi first received from God the gift of the Christ-child. And this is the pattern that God continually works through. First God gives to us, and then we respond ourselves with God’s gifts. 
So each of us are going to receive a star gift today.  A random star with a word on it that is some spiritual gift that God gives to us.  And this gift is for you.  Place it somewhere you see it often – in your car, office, beside your bed, on the mirror. Throughout the Christmas story, we are told that “Mary pondered these things in her heart,” and that is what I am asking you to do with your star gift.  Ponder it in your heart this year.  Look up the meaning in the dictionary.  Find where it occurs in the Bible.  See how that gift from God plays out in your daily life.  Allow this word to speak to you in the particular place that you are in your life and in your faith. 
Maybe you’re looking at this word now and thinking, “I can’t imagine how I’m going to see this in my life,” or maybe you are thinking of ways you already do see it.  You never know how God’s gifts might need to be noticed.   
Throughout the year, I may ask you to share with me or the congregation about how your star gift has been manifest in your life.  If you ever wish to share, please reach out to me. On Epiphany next year, we will do this again, but I’m going to talk less – instead, I want to hear about your experience.  You have a year’s warning.  
Like any gift, I am aware that some of these star gifts may be discarded.  They may end up broken at the bottom of your purse, or lost under a car seat, just like we sometimes discard the gift of grace that God offers us, or lose sight of the peace that Christ brings.  I’m as guilty of disregarding God’s gifts as the next person! As humans, we yearn for tangible, clear signs of God’s presence.  But so often we are so overwhelmed by life that we fail to see those signs even when they are right in front of us.  
This is meant to be a way to focus your awareness of God’s gifts in your life.  Epiphany is a time to celebrate God’s presence breaking into the darkness and chaos of life and shining as a light in the darkness.  May we be reminded at every turn of the ways that God is moving and working through us through these God-given gifts. 
Amen.
