CASUAL SERVICE w/HOLY COMMUNION MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA

Saturday 5:30 p.m.

Date: _12/20/25 Season: ADVENT 4 (BLUE)
PASTOR_Rev. Orin W Cummings, PhD VICAR Abbey Knappman
ASSISTING__Genny Maroc LECTORS Vickie Donnell and Tom McConnell
ORGANIST__Marilyn Boston CANTORS Alleluia Singers

A/V__Drew Bowman

DISTRIBUTION MINISTERS Vicar Abbey, Genny Maroc

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God.

CALL TO WORSHIP
In celebration of our baptism, we worship
In the name of God: Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS OF SINS

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Long-expected God,

we confess that we look to ourselves

for the peace and security only you can provide.
We reach for swords and spears,

reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war.
We become impatient while waiting

and weary of keeping awake.

Free us from self-reliance,

and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors.
Increase our trust in God'’s timing,

and awaken us to your advent among us,

that we may abound in the hope you have promised.
Amen.
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God judges us not as we deserve,

but according to God's own righteousness.
*+ You are freed and forgiven,

saved by grace,

and ready to welcome the Savior.

MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN ELW 257
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Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Kiln, 1710; tr. composite
Music: VENI, EMMANUEL, French processional, 15th cent.
Text sts. 2, 6,7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.
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APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you alll.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might,
free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your
promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.
LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH Advent Air
It's at tis time, it's in this place, that we await His
presence, we a-wait His presence, His presence is here now,
1. We're waiting for His hope
We listen for His peace

2.
3. Be glad we know His joy
4. Now we proclaim His love

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

CANTATA Glory to the Newborn King ALLELUIA SINGERS
“Come, Joy of Every Longing Heart”
“Comfort and Peace”
“Bethlehem, O Bethlehem”
“The Shepherd’s Noel”
“See, Amid the Winter’'s Snow”
“Glory Hallelujah to the Newborn King”
“Come, Adore Christ the King”

“Glory to the Newborn King”
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APOSTLES’ CREED

MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA

With the whole church, let us affirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share a sign of God’s peace with one another.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your
promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

A brief silence.

In anticipation of these days, prepare our hearts for your arrival. Stir our spirits
through the gifts of artists, musicians, poets, and preachers, as together we
proclaim your advent among us. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

The earth breaks forth in singing as it heralds the Messiah’s coming. Fill our hearts
with wonder as we join heaven and nature in announcing this holy birth. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

Send your saving grace and peace to the nations, especially in the Middle East,
Asia, Africa, Eastern Europe and the Americas. Lead us in work for justice and
care for the common good. May we meet the Christ-child we seek in the faces
of our neighbors. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

When tears of grief, exhaustion, or loneliness come, or physical or emotional hurt
overwhelms us, come to our aid. Uphold all who are anxious, who know the
challenges of depression, or who are ill especially Shirley Michael, Lynn Russell,
Pastor Mike, Marilyn, Sam Coryell, Sally McCarville, John Flanders, Norma
Isenberg, Bruce Whiting, Jessica Smith, Jim Shoelpple, Christine Kennedy, Gabe
Derr, Jacob Russell-Rivera, Juanita Steinbaugh, Andrew Langr, Ray Hollingstad,
Mark Krueger, Bob White, Tommy Brewer, and Beverly Carlson. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Surround expectant parents and those suffering from infant loss with communities
of support. Bless young children and new parents. Guide us in ways that provide
safety for all children and those who care for them. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We give thanks for all who have treasured the gospel and lived in faithful service,
especially CJ Hankins who was called home. Strengthen our earthly journeys
until, at the last, your face shines upon us and we are held in your love. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your

mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
Amen.
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MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Here is life. God is with us.
Come, receive what God has promised.
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMN ELW 723

Canticle of the Turning
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Wipe a- way all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is a-bout to  turn.
Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat
Music: STAR OF COUNTY DOWN, Irish traditional
Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
DISTRIBUTION HYMN ELW 247
Come Now, O Prince of Peace
Ososo, Ososo
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I Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one bod - y.

2 Come now, O God of love, make us one bod - y.

3 Come now and set us free, O God, our Sav - ior.

4 Come, Hope of u - ni - ty, make us  one bod - y.
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u - ri - ga han - mom i -ru-ge ha - so - so.
Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile  your peo - ple.
Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile  your peo - ple.
Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile  all na - tions.
Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile all na - tions.

Text: Geonyong Lee, b. 1947; tr. Marion Pope

Music: 0SOSO, Geonyong Lee, b. 1947

Text and music © Geonyong Lee
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TABLE BLESSING

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

God our host,

at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.
Send us forth, eager to share the feast,

welcome the stranger,

and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

May God who comes among us,

Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,

grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness,
and good news to share today and always.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN ELW 267
Joy to the World
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Text: Tsaac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

MISSION STATEMENT

Guided by the Gospel, we:

Welcome all to worship;

Make disciples;

Hunger for ministry;

Nurture youth;

Gather resources for growing ministries;
Offer healing and care to all in need.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Keep awake.
Thanks be to God.

OFFERING
(Please place gifts in the plates as you leave)

POSTLUDE
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