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 Date 12-27/28-2025  Season Christmas 1 (White)    

 

 

Pastor _Rev. Orin W Cummings, PhD_____ Vicar Abbey Knappman__________       

Assisting _Genny Maroc/Chris Hoeman     Cantor (Sunday) Alleluia Singers___ 

Acolyte (Sunday) Trevor Brannon______________  

Lectors  (Saturday) Jolynn Szesney, Cathy Murrell, Irene Chaloupecky, Vicar_ 

Abbey; (Sunday)Penny Gordon-Chumbley, Lori Knutson, Sheila Schaefer, Bill 

Roark, Nathanael Cummings, Jana Everett, Frank Noto, Vicar Abbey________ 

Pianist Karen Bowman     _______ ___         

A/V (Saturday) Drew Bowman  (Sunday) Drew Bowman, Kenny Lourwood  __ 

Distribution Assistants (Saturday) Vicar Abbey, Genny Maroc________________ 

(Sunday) Vicar Abbey, Chris Hoeman, Frank Noto, Penny Gordon-Chumbley_ 

 

 

 

 

A SERVICE OF SACRED MUSIC AND LESSONS  
 

PRELUDE   

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

In the name of God: Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit 

We gather to recall the story of our redemption. 

 

Though sin pushed us away from God,  

God never stopped loving us. 

 

The prophets said that the Messiah would come  

And establish justice and peace on earth. 

 

This promise was fulfilled in the incarnation of Jesus Christ. 

And so, we reflect with joy on this wondrous gift of God. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN  People, Look East  (vs. 1& 4)   ELW 248 

 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, 

let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Reconciling God, 

we yearn for your presence to transform 
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our grief, pain, and despair. 

We confess that we have not always prepared 

room in our hearts for your love; 

we have not always recognized 

your presence among us; 

we have not always embraced your message of peace. 

We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, 

oppression, and fear. 

We confess our failure to make room 

for those seeking refuge; 

our participation in violent systems 

that harm your innocent ones; 

our reluctance to embody your good news. 

Be born in us today 

and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. 

Amen. 

 

God’s grace upon grace flows over you. 

☩ Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation. 

Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! 

Amen. 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

  

O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As you 

protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and 

adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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HYMN         (vs. 1)  ELW 269 

 

 
 

GENESIS 3:8–15; 17–19    Jolynn Szesney/Penny Gordon-Chumbley 

 

  8 They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of 

the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence 

of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the 

man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 He said, “I heard the sound of you in 

the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, 

“Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I 

commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to 

be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said 

to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent 

tricked me, and I ate.” 14 The LORD God said to the serpent, 

 “Because you have done this, 

  cursed are you among all animals 



SATURDAY 5:30 p.m. and SUNDAY 9:30 a.m. w/ Holy Communion  
Messiah Lutheran ELCA 
 

Page 5 
Pastor, Assistant Minister, Lector, Organist, Congregation  

  and among all wild creatures; 

 upon your belly you shall go, 

  and dust you shall eat 

  all the days of your life. 

 15 I will put enmity between you and the woman 

  and between your offspring and hers; 

 he will strike your head, 

  and you will strike his heel.” 
17 And to the man he said, 

 “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife 

  and have eaten of the tree 

 about which I commanded you, 

  ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 

 cursed is the ground because of you; 

  in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 

 18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 

  and you shall eat the plants of the field. 

 19 By the sweat of your face 

  you shall eat bread 

 until you return to the ground, 

  for out of it you were taken; 

 you are dust, 

  and to dust you shall return.” 

 

Lord of mercy, 

despite our sinfulness, 

you never stopped loving us. 

Come fill our hearts with your mercy, 

that we may be forgiving to our neighbors. Amen 

 

HYMN    All Earth is Hopeful (vs. 1 & 2)   ELW 266 
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JEREMIAH 23:5-8      Cathy Murrell/Lori Knutson 

 

  5 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute 

justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel 

will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The LORD is our 

righteousness.” 

  7 Therefore the days are surely coming, says the LORD, when it shall no longer 

be said, “As the LORD lives who brought the people of Israel up out of the land of 

Egypt,” 8 but “As the LORD lives who brought out and led the offspring of the house 

of Israel out of the land of the north and out of all the lands where he had driven 

them.” Then they shall live in their own land. 
 

Lord, 

you promised that your reign 

would bring the justice 

that would never end. 

May we help to bring this justice in our time. 
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HYMN   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (vs. 1 & 4)   ELW 257 

 
 

ISAIAH 9:2; 6–7    Irene Chaloupecky/Sheila Schaefer 

 
2 The people who walked in darkness 

  have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

  on them light has shined. 

 6 For a child has been born for us, 

  a son given to us; 

 authority rests upon his shoulders, 

  and he is named 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 7 Great will be his authority, 

  and there shall be endless peace 

 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

  He will establish and uphold it 

 with justice and with righteousness 

  from this time onward and forevermore. 

 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
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God, 

you are always with us. 

May we always trust in your presence 

and share it with those around us. Amen 

 

HYMN    O Little Town of Bethlehem  (vs. 1 & 4)  ELW 279 
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ISAIAH 11:1–3a; 4a; 6–9          Vicar Abbey Knappman/Bill Roark 

 1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

 2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

  the spirit of counsel and might, 

  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

 3a His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

 4a but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor 

  and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth; 

 6 The wolf shall live with the lamb; 

  the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 

 the calf and the lion will feed together, 

  and a little child shall lead them. 

 7 The cow and the bear shall graze; 

  their young shall lie down together; 

  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

 9 They will not hurt or destroy 

  on all my holy mountain, 

 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

  as the waters cover the sea. 

 

Lord, 

we wait for the day of your peace. 

May we help to bring this peace 

in our families, our communities, and our world. Amen 

 

HYMN   Angels We Have Heard on High (vs. 1 & 2)  ELW 289 
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LUKE 1:26–35; 38     Cathy Murrell/Nathanael Cummings 

 
  26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 

called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 

house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, 

“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she was much perplexed by 

his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to 

her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you 

will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He 

will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 

give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of 

Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the 

angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy 

Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 

therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 38 Then 

Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 

word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

 

Lord, 

you asked Joseph and Mary to trust in you. 

May we come to share in their trust 

and always rely on you. Amen. 
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HYMN   The Angel Gabrie from Heaven Came   ELW 265 

 
 

LUKE 2:1; 3–7; 8-20      Jolynn Szesny/Jana Everett 

 

  1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 

should be registered.  

3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 

was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered 

with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While 

they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth 

to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place in the guest room. 8 Now in that same region there 

were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then 

an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for 

see, I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born 

this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a 
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sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 

manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 

host, praising God and saying, 

 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

  15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 

one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 

place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and 

found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, 

they made known what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard 

it were amazed at what the shepherds told them, 19 and Mary treasured all these 

words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all they had heard and seen, just as it had been told them. 

 

Lord, 

you came to us in humility and vulnerability. 

May we always show loving care to those around us, 

especially those in need. Amen. 

 

HYMN    Silent Night, Holy Night    ELW 281  
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MATTHEW 2:1–12      Irene Chaloupecky/Frank Noto 

 

  1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi 

from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been 

born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to 

pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 

Jerusalem with him, 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the 

people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, 

“In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet: 

 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, 

 for from you shall come a ruler 

  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

  7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact 

time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 

and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word 

so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, 

they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the 

east, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that 

the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, 

they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him 

homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to 

Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

 

Lord, 

you are the giver of all good gifts. 

May we always remember to share our gifts with others 

for the glory of your name. Amen. 
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SONG    We Three Kings of Orient Are   WOV 646 

 

 
 

JOHN 1:1–14        Vicar Abbey Knappman 

 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through 

him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into 

being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in 
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the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it. 

  6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a 

witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself 

was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which 

enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

  10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the 

world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did 

not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he 

gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the 

will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

  14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 

glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

God of power and might, 

you are beyond all time and space. 

May we never fail to recognize your majesty 

and give praise to you in all we do. Amen. 

 

HYMN    Good Christian Friends, Rejoice  ELW 288 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  

 

Living together in trust and hope we confess our faith: 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 

 The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 

      And also with you. 

 Please share a sign of God’s peace with one another. 
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INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
 

Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, 

creation, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of grace, you show us mercy not according to our worthiness, but 

according to the abundance of your steadfast love. Grant us the courage to go 

into the world and do likewise. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of abundance, the sun and moon praise you and the shining stars sing of 

your love. Where we have desecrated your creation, make us into a healing 

balm for what we have broken. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of righteousness, when leaders fail to fulfill their calls to enact justice, you 

suffer alongside us. Propel those in power to see you reflected in the faces of all 

they serve especially in the Middle East, Asia, Africa, Eastern Europe and the 

Americas. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of life, you claim us as your own and care for us as Christ’s siblings. Pour out 

your compassion in every place your people suffer, and protect them in the 

palm of your hand. We pray especially for Karen Grochowsky, Janet Pennel, 

Jackie Kellie, Steve Moore, Dave Pope, Terence Kissoon, Shirley Michael, Lynn 

Russell, Pastor Mike, Marilyn, Sam Coryell, Sally McCarville, Norma Isenberg, 

Bruce Whiting, Jessica Smith, Jim Shoelpple, Christine Kennedy, Gabe Derr, 

Jacob Russell-Rivera, Juanita Steinbaugh, Andrew Langr, Ray Hollingstad, Mark 

Krueger, Bob White, Tommy Brewer, and Beverly Carlson. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of compassion, you nurture children as the apple of your eye. As you 

sheltered your son Jesus from Herod’s grasp, shelter all children in danger. As 

you comforted Rachel, comfort all who have lost children to violence. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of love, you console those who weep for lost beloved ones especially the 

family of CJ Hankins. Even as we mourn, we offer thanks for those who have 

gone before us, trusting in your comfort and protection. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O 

God, trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our 

Savior. 

Amen. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come,  

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread.  

  Forgive us our sins 

      as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

    For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

God is now in flesh appearing. 

Come to the feast of joy! 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION HYMN Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence         ELW 490 

 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION HYMN   Hark! The Herald Angels Sing        ELW 270 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. 

May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts 

the mystery of your presence. 

Move us to discover the wonders of your love 

in the everyday moments of our lives, 

through Christ born in us. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 

 

The triune God, 

The glorious and mysterious One, 

The Holy Incarnate One, 

And the abiding Comforter, 

☩ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN   Go Tell It on the Mountain   ELW 290 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 

Guided by the Gospel, we:   

Welcome all to worship;           

Make disciples;  

 Hunger for ministry;  

Nurture youth;  

Gather resources for growing ministries;  

Offer healing and care to all in need.   

 

DISMISSAL 

Glory to God in the highest! 

And peace to God’s people on earth! 

Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

OFFERING 

 (place gifts in plates as you leave) 

 

POSTLUDE   


