


All Saints Anglican Church
6904 Lougheed Highway, Agassiz, B.C. V0M 1A0
Bulletin January 5th, 2026 – January 11th, 2026




‘The ground we walk does not belong to us; for thousands of years it has been - and remains - the territory of the Stó:lō. We are grateful for their sharing.

Phone: 604-796-3553
Website: www.allsaints-agassiz.ca
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AllSaintsFamily
OUR DOOR IS OPEN AND ALL ARE WELCOME
January 11th, 2026, Baptism of the Lord
Priest in Charge: The Reverend Philip Barker
Hosts: Graham Featherstone/Jennifer Pinlac
Intercessor: Keith Fossey
Lay Administrator: Dorothy Cresswell
Announcer: Virginia Jennings
Organ/Piano: Francesca Froehlich
Readers: Douglas MacAdams/Wendy Young
Vicar’s cell phone: Revd. Philip Barker. 778-867-2461[image: Telephone with solid fill]

Vicar’s Warden: Ginny Jennings. 604-796-2206
People’s Warden: Lynn Laughlin. 604-799-5131
Parish email:   revpb1950@gmail.com
Please contact either warden if you have an issue that needs to be brought to the attention of the Vicar - or contact the Vicar direct (see above for details).

All Saint’s Calendar/Announcements:

· Book Club has chosen the next book, "Amazing Grace, the life of John Newton", by Bruce Hindmarsh and Craig Borlase. It's $24.99 as a paperback on Amazon and is also available on Kindle and as an audio book for free if you have an audio membership. [image: A book cover with a ship in the water  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]


Our first meeting of the New Year will be on 
Wednesday, January 14th, at 1700 (5.00pm) on Zoom. 

Please let Sheila know at sjbarker0379@gmail.com 
if you would like to join the group discussions or have 
her order a copy of the book.

· Bible Study with Karol is every Saturday morning 0830-0900 on Zoom.

· Prayer Requests can be given on a piece of paper to either of the Wardens or the Vicar or entered in the Prayer Request Book on the lectern. Alternatively, you can contact Anthea Lewis at antheamlewis@shaw.ca for Pray First Prayer Circle, which is a confidential online prayer circle.

· Music Requests may be given to the Wardens or the Vicar.

· AA meets in the hall every Tuesday and Friday at noon.

· Every Thursday in the hall 1100-1200 we have a social time with coffee, games if you like or just talk.  

· At 1000-1100 on Thursdays there is an Interactive Bible Study on the day’s Lectionary readings.  All are welcome – discover the treasures in this amazing book!  

· 5th Sunday of each month will be a potluck lunch after the service. 


Ministerial Meandering
Sharing

Some people find it difficult to share, and I suppose that sometimes I’ve been one of them.  I’m not talking about the last scoop of ice cream, or that last chocolate in the box (which just happens to be your favourite) - but parts of our lives that we need to share, and very often don’t realize it until it’s too late.

Perhaps the most obvious example would be where we think (or know) that we can do something better than somebody else - damn it - than anybody else!  I can be a bit like that when I’m preparing a meal in the kitchen; I really don’t want anyone else around, because they’ll get in my way and make a mess of anything I ask them to do.  That’s acceptable (possibly) with adults, as they tend to be the same, but it’s not so good with children who are learning new skills - and we have to let them make their own mistakes.  This is where patience and child-skills are paramount.  I confess that I have few of them.  
I remember once Sheila asked me to show a grandson how I made a loaf of bread.  Despite me offering to let him do part of it, his attention span was about 45 seconds, after which he ran off to play with our dog.  The dog was very happy.

This idea of sharing plays critically into our teaching skills in many other fields.  I recall when I was a registrar in surgery (resident), being hugely frustrated as my boss at the time was taciturn and gave nothing away at the operating table.  Only being used as an assistant, I was learning little, as the previous year I had worked with a different boss who had eventually given me my own slate for each day we operated - he on one table, and me on another in the same OR.
Sharing skills where apprenticeship is how you learn is crucial to the trainee.  Surgery is taught at the bedside and in the ER and OR - not in books.  Other métiers where practical dexterity are critical to success can only be acquired by watching and following a master.
Other life skills are less easy to define, but I want to share one that our younger daughter exhibited a month or two back.
She and our eldest grandson (he of the bread-making failure, but dog success) were driving along a highway at crawling pace when his newly acquired second-hand car gave up the ghost with a sigh.  Ben had been driving, and with a brand new shiny ’N’ on the back of his car, was seriously inexperienced in being en panne.  Hannah, our daughter, is good in an emergency, and without any drama helped him to think his way through what needed to be done to remedy the situation.  This was a wonderful example of sharing life skills - and he’ll never forget it - when his next car breaks down.

Going back briefly to my first love (surgery), there was a surgeon in our hospital in Zululand who was very like the boss who gave nothing away.  He was technically accomplished, but did not teach.  He preferred to have his awe-struck assistants applaud at the end of a procedure, and tell him they had never seen anything like it before.  Well, that’s fine - but I like staying in bed at night, so I used to take my junior staff through all the work I could safely give them.  My philosophy being that the more I taught them to be self-sufficient, the less likely they were to get me out of my bed at night.  It worked.  I particularly remember one night being called by a rather breathless female resident (who was very capable) that a man with a stabbed heart had just come into the ER.  It was - of course - the middle of the night.  I went in and as we were scrubbing up in the ER, I turned to her and said, “Katie, this one’s yours.”  Her face was horror-struck, but before she could say a word, I told her, “Don’t worry, I’ll assist you, and if you get stuck, or I think you’re going to make a serious mistake, I’ll take over.  OK?”
She repaired his heart beautifully.  Sharing means taking risks sometimes - but not abandoning.

Philip+

Truth and Reconciliation
Thank you for the very positive response to the invitation to the current Table Talks series. I had to limit the numbers in the group because it is meant to be a series of small group conversations. Several people were disappointed, so I plan to run the series a second time, probably after Christmas.
Please let me know as soon as possible at sjbarker0379@gmail.com  if you would like to join. Feel free to ask those taking part now for their feedback.

[image: Funny face outline with solid fill]Something to think about…

Acting perfect in church is like dressing up for an x-ray!


Birthdays this Month [image: Birthday cake with lit colorful candles]  January

Cecil Kirksey – 3rd 					Judy Gibb – 4th
Gord Elliot – 5th					Valerie Hamilton – 29th 


Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: We Pray for the Clergy and Congregation: 

Archdeacon Peggy Trendell-Jensen, Archdeacon for Deacons; St. Francis in the Wood, West Vancouver - The Revd Alex Wilson; St. Aidan & St. Bartholomew, Gibsons - The Very Revd Peter Wall

Anglican Church of Canada Cycle of Prayer – We Pray for:

Ryan Weston, Lead Animator, Public Witness for Social and Ecological Justice; Executive Director, Will Postma, and staff of Alongside Hope

Collect 

Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus revealed him to be your Son, anointing him with the Holy Spirit, keep your children, born of water and the Spirit, faithful to their calling; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Isaiah 42:1-9						 	    Douglas MacAdams	

42 “Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
    my chosen one in whom I delight;
I will put my Spirit on him,
    and he will bring justice to the nations.
2 He will not shout or cry out,
    or raise his voice in the streets.
3 A bruised reed he will not break,
    and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out.
In faithfulness he will bring forth justice;
4     he will not falter or be discouraged
till he establishes justice on earth.
    In his teaching the islands will put their hope.”

5 This is what God the Lord says—
the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out,
    who spreads out the earth with all that springs from it,
    who gives breath to its people,
    and life to those who walk on it:
6 “I, the Lord, have called you in righteousness;
    I will take hold of your hand.
I will keep you and will make you
    to be a covenant for the people
    and a light for the Gentiles,
7 to open eyes that are blind,
    to free captives from prison
    and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.

8 “I am the Lord; that is my name!
    I will not yield my glory to another
    or my praise to idols.
9 See, the former things have taken place,
    and new things I declare;
before they spring into being
    I announce them to you.”
				

Psalm 29

1 Ascribe to the Lord, you heavenly beings,
    ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;
    worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness.

3 The voice of the Lord is over the waters;
    the God of glory thunders,
    the Lord thunders over the mighty waters.
4 The voice of the Lord is powerful;
    the voice of the Lord is majestic.
5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars;
    the Lord breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon.
6 He makes Lebanon leap like a calf,
    Sirion like a young wild ox.
7 The voice of the Lord strikes
    with flashes of lightning.
8 The voice of the Lord shakes the desert;
    the Lord shakes the Desert of Kadesh.
9 The voice of the Lord twists the oaks
    and strips the forests bare.
And in his temple all cry, “Glory!”

10 The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;
    the Lord is enthroned as King forever.
11 The Lord gives strength to his people;
    the Lord blesses his people with peace.


Acts 10:34-43								Wendy Young

34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism 35 but accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right. 36 You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached— 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.

39 “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a cross, 40 but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. 41 He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”


Matthew 3:13-17						Vicar Philip Barker
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”

15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented.

16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”


Odds and Ends

Join us in celebrating the life of
Garn Misener
Saturday, January 24th, 2026
All Saints Anglican Church
1400 (2.00pm)
Followed by snacks in the hall
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