[image: Earnest]      			       Message Outline
   		           A Last Word on the 2025
		               Word: EARNESTLY
       			         Hebrews 11:6

Intro: Next week is Word of the Year Sunday!
· A look back to 2025 before looking ahead into 2026…
· A 3 year theme on “seeking”…
      -2024: The P____________ of seeking: 	Seek FIRST the kingdom of God 	(Mt.6:33).
      -2025: The P____________ of seeking: 	EARNESTLY seek God (Heb.11:6).
      -2026: ????????????????????????????????
· EARNEST EFFORTS in 2025…
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read: Hebrews 11:6
· Growth with God takes effort…
· Saved by God’s work; sanctified to work (cf. Eph.2:8-10, Phil.2:12-13)…
· The call to be all in (Mk.12:28-31)…

EARNESTLY seeking God begins with F___________________
· First sermon series of 2025 was on the Hall of Fame of Faith (Heb.11)…
· The struggle of real faith seen thru these real lives…

EARNESTLY seeking God ends with R__________________
· Reward as both gift and wage…
· Rewards coming…
· cf. Mt.5:12, 1Cor.3:8-15, 2Jn.1:8, Rev.22:12…

Closing: The banner coming out of a prayer vigil…
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Reflection Questions
(Please take time to ponder and pencil in 
to prep for this week’s small group session.)


WELCOME BACK TO SMALL GROUPS!!!
*Purpose: To build our FAITH and our 	FRIENDSHIPS.
*Rules groups live by: 
     1) Contribution: show up prepped up!
     2) Confidentiality: what’s shared in the group, 	stays in the group!
     3) Culture: be honest with self and speak the 	truth in love to others!


*Icebreaker: Last we officially met as a group was pre-Thanksgiving.  Play the game “Two Truths and a Lie” by writing down 3 things about your holiday break—two will be true and one will be false.  See if your group can spot the lie…
1) ___________________________________
_____________________________________
2) ___________________________________
_____________________________________
3) ___________________________________
_____________________________________


*This week at church we reviewed our word EARNESTLY reminding ourselves faith takes effort to EARNESTLY seek God.  What are some intentional, EARNEST practices you plan on doing in 2026 to help you grow in your walk with God in the year ahead? Be specific (ie. what’s the practice, how often, etc.).




*How can the group pray for YOU?
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