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              “Am I one of those who accepts God’s invitation and pursues holiness?”
(Part II of “Which one am I?”)
January 11, 2025  

Scripture

Matthew 22:1-14

Core Idea and purpose

Core theological ideas from earlier sermons in the series: 
· (01/11/2026) Personal holiness is having a heart full of faith, hope, and unconditional love. Holiness is synonymous with Christlikeness.   

Core theological idea: God invites all of us to salvation (the wedding banquet) but to participate we must repent and cooperate with the Holy Spirit so God can change our hearts. 
  
Challenge/purpose: To encourage people to pursue holiness by cooperating with the Holy Spirit.  
 
The Sermon

[bookmark: _Hlk219005181]The Lord God Almighty commands us to be holy. In Leviticus 11:45, 19:2, and 20:7, God tells us, “I am the Lord, who brought you up out of Egypt to be your God; therefore, be holy, because I am holy.” Then, in the New Testament, the Apostle Peter refers to the Old Testament and says, ““…for it is written: Be holy, because I am holy” (1 Peter 1:13-16)

To obey this command, we must know that holiness is Christlikeness. It is having a heart like that of Christ. This means that holiness is having a heart full of faith, hope, and unconditional love. Holiness happens when unconditional love becomes our sole motivation.  

We must remember that we cannot make ourselves holy. Only God can change our hearts to make us holy. It is God’s grace that cleanses our hearts of anger, hatred, prejudice, lust, sexism and other filth and replaces it with God’s holy love. So, we cooperate with the Holy Spirit so the Holy Spirit can change our hearts and make us holy. 

[bookmark: _Hlk219005349]One way to cooperate with the Holy Spirit is Bible study. When we read a parable or Bible story, we can measure our personal holiness by asking, “Which character do I resemble at this moment?” When we prayerfully ask this question, we can determine if our hearts are full of faith, hope, and unconditional love or hate, arrogance, bitterness, anger, lust, prejudice, greed, racism, sexism, or other filth.  If you are resembling a character with a heart full of faith, hope, and unconditional love, then you are, at that moment, being holy. Give God thanks for a holy heart. But if you are resembling a character with a heart full of filth, ask God to cleanse your heart of the filth and replace it with faith, hope, and unconditional love. 

Today, we read Matthew 22:1-14, the parable of the Wedding Banquet, and ask, “Which characters do I resemble at this moment?”

[bookmark: _Hlk219005429]Jesus starts this parable with, “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son” So, Jesus is using the image of a wedding party to describe the Kingdom of Heaven. This makes sense. In the Old Testament, God is often described as the groom and Israel as the bride and in the New Testament Jesus is often described as the groom and the church as the bride. 

By using a wedding party as a symbol for the Kingdom of Heaven, Jesus is emphasizing the joy that comes with being a citizen of the Kingdom of Heaven. How many people here get excited when you receive a wedding invitation? The first thing many of us do is tell our spouses or best friends about the coming wedding party. Then we immediately mark it on our calendars and rearrange our schedules to attend the wedding and enjoy the wedding banquet. I’ve been to many wedding parties and all of them, both the fancy ones and laid-back ones, were fun and exciting – with plenty of love and fellowship! What a great metaphor for the Kingdom of Heaven!

In this parable, there are three groups of people who respond in different ways to the king’s wedding invitation.  

[bookmark: _Hlk219005562]The first group of people are those who reject the king’s invitation to the wedding party. Some people in this group decide they have more important things to do. Other people in this group even mistreat the people delivering the wedding banquet invitation. Verses 3-7 describe this group. They say, “He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come.  “Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’  “But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city.” 

Traditionally, Christians have understood this group as the Jewish people who failed to recognize Jesus as the Messiah, Son of God. But I believe there is a more useful understanding of this group that will help us in our journey towards holiness. Sometimes God invites us to take part in a particular ministry or to take a particular action that is very difficult but will ultimately lead to joy and peace – what we experience at a wedding banquet. But we decide that we are too busy or we even get angry about what God wants us to do. This means that although we attend church and proclaim Jesus as our Savior and Lord, we could still belong to this group. 

For example, Jesus invites us to forgive when we need to forgive and repent when we need to repent. In other words, Jesus invites us to seek reconciliation. This is often hard and difficult, and we don’t always want to do it. But if we do forgive or repent, it leads to joy and peace – what we experience at wedding banquets. 

[bookmark: _Hlk219005723]The second group are those who accept the king’s invitation. Verses 8-10 describe this group. They say, “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.’ And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests.”

These are people who realize they are sinful and unworthy but say yes to God’s invitation to receive forgiveness and eternal life. They are repentant and cooperate with the Holy Spirit so that the Holy Spirit can change their hearts and make them holy. As people who want to be holy, they regularly pray, read Scripture, attend worship, and seek ways to serve people. This is the group we should want to identify with.    

[bookmark: _Hlk219005802]The third group are those who accept the king’s invitation but do not wear the right attire for the occasion. Verses 11-14 describe this group. They say, “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no wedding garment. And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.”

These are the people who accept God’s invitation to receive forgiveness and eternal life, but they are merely going through the motions. They may attend Sunday worship or other church activities, but they do not have a repentant attitude because they are not serious about pursuing holiness – they do not want to change. The wedding garment symbolizes holiness. We wear our wedding garments by pursuing holiness. 

When I was a college student and soldier, I belonged to this third group. I would attend Sunday morning worship service while suffering from a hangover from the night before. During the sermon, I would usually pass out. I had the audacity to tell God how good I was because I attended worship with a hangover. It never occurred to me that I shouldn’t have gotten drunk the night before. I also attended Bible studies, but it did not occur to me that the Bible studies should change the way I live. My behavior during my off-duty time did not indicate I was a follower of Christ. So, during this time in my life, I accepted God’s invitation to receive forgiveness and eternal life but was merely going through the motions. I was not serious about pursuing holiness – I was not wearing proper wedding clothes.  

When I was a soldier in Korea, the Chaplain asked me to give a testimony at the next Sunday evening worship service. During the week leading up to the worship service, I wondered what testimony I would give until it hit me. I realized I could publicly rededicate my life to Jesus. So, on that Sunday I made a public recommitment to Jesus. At that moment, I left the third group, put on a wedding garment, and entered the 2nd group. I started to pursue holiness by cooperating with the Holy Spirit. I drastically cut down on my drinking and totally quit about a year later. This enabled me to stay awake during worship so the Holy Spirit could use prayers, hymns, Scripture readings, and sermons to change my heart. I also started to approach Bible studies with a willingness to allow the Bible study to change my attitudes and behaviors. In other words, I started to pursue holiness – I put on a wedding garment.    

So, we read this parable and wonder, “At this moment, which one am I?” Am I part of the 1st group – those who reject God’s invitation. Am I part of the 2nd group – those who accept God’s invitation and pursue holiness? Or am I part of the 3rd group, those who accept God’s invitation but do not pursue holiness? 

I invite everyone here to think about this question for one minute. If you conclude that you are in the 2nd group, Great!!!, give thanks to God for helping you to pursue holiness. If you are in the 1st or 3rd group, talk to God about it. The Lord will bring you back on the journey towards holiness.

[After a minute of quiet time] 

Let’s pray. 


 


Sermon Outline

I. God commands us to be holy. 
A. In Leviticus 11:45, 19:2, and 20:7, God tells us, “I am the Lord, who brought you up out of Egypt to be your God; therefore, be holy, because I am holy.” 
B. Then, in the New Testament, the Apostle Peter refers to the Old Testament and says, ““…for it is written: Be holy, because I am holy” (1 Peter 1:13-16)
II. To obey this command, we must know that holiness is Christlikeness. 
A. It is having a heart like the heart of Christ. 
B. This means that holiness is having a heart full of faith, hope, and unconditional love. 
C. Holiness happens when unconditional love becomes our sole motivation.  
III. We must remember that we cannot make ourselves holy. 
A. Only God can change our hearts to make us holy. 
· It is God’s grace that cleanses our hearts of anger, hatred, prejudice, lust, sexism and other filth and replaces it with God’s holy love. 
· So, we cooperate with the Holy Spirit so the Holy Spirit can change our hearts and make us holy. 
B. One way to cooperate with the Holy Spirit is Bible study. 
· When we read a parable or Bible story, we can measure our personal holiness by asking, “Which character do I resemble at this moment?” 
· When we prayerfully ask this question, we can determine if our hearts are full of faith, hope, and unconditional love or hate, arrogance, bitterness, anger, lust, prejudice, greed, racism, sexism, or other filth.  
· If you are resembling a character with a heart full of faith, hope, and unconditional love, then you are being holy. 
· Give God thanks for a holy heart. 
· But if you are resembling a character with a heart full of filth, ask God to cleanse your heart of the filth and replace it with faith, hope, and unconditional love. 
IV. Today, we read Matthew 22:1-14, the parable of the Wedding Banquet, and ask, “Which characters do I resemble at this moment?”
A. Jesus starts this parable with, “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son” 
· So, Jesus is using the image of a wedding party to describe the Kingdom of Heaven. 
· This makes sense. 
· In the Old Testament, God is often described as the groom and Israel as the bride 
· and in the New Testament Jesus is often described as the groom and the church as the bride. 
B. By using a wedding party as a symbol for the Kingdom of Heaven, Jesus is emphasizing the joy that comes with being a citizen of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
· How many people here get excited when you receive a wedding invitation? 
· The first thing many of us do is tell our spouses or best friends about the coming wedding party. 
· Then we immediately mark it on our calendars and rearrange our schedules to attend the wedding and enjoy the wedding banquet. 
· I’ve been to many wedding parties and all of them, both the fancy ones and laid-back ones, were fun and exciting – with plenty of love and fellowship! 
· What a great metaphor for the Kingdom of Heaven!
C. In this parable, there are three groups of people who respond in different ways to the king’s wedding invitation.  
D. The first group of people are those who reject the king’s invitation to the wedding party. 
· Some people in this group decide they have more important things to do. 
· Other people in this group even mistreat the people delivering the wedding banquet invitation. 
· Verses 3-7 describe this group. They say, “He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come.  “Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’  “But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city.” 
· Traditionally, Christians have understood this group as the Jewish people who failed to recognize Jesus as the Messiah, Son of God. 
· But I believe there is a more useful understanding of this group that will help us in our journey towards holiness. 
· Sometimes God invites us to take part in a particular ministry or to take a particular action that is very difficult but will ultimately lead to joy and peace – what we experience at a wedding banquet. 
· But we decide that we are too busy or we even get angry about what God wants us to do. 
· This means that although we attend church and proclaim Jesus as our Savior and Lord, we could belong to this group. 
· For example, Jesus calls us to forgive when we need to forgive and repent when we need to repent. 
· In other words, Jesus calls us to seek reconciliation. 
· This is often hard and difficult, and we don’t always want to do it. 
· But if we do forgive or repent, it leads to joy and peace – what we experience at wedding banquets. 
E. The second group are those who accept the king’s invitation. 
· Verses 8-10 describe this group. They say, “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.’ And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests.”
· These are people who realize they are sinful and unworthy but say yes to God’s invitation to receive forgiveness and eternal life. 
· They are repentant and cooperate with the Holy Spirit so that the Holy Spirit can change their hearts and make them holy. 
· As people who want to be holy, they regularly pray, read Scripture, attend worship, and seek ways to serve people. 
· This is the group we should want to identify with.    
F. The third group are those who accept the king’s invitation but do not wear the right attire for the occasion. 
· Verses 11-14 describe this group. They say, “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no wedding garment. And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.”
· These are the people who accept God’s invitation to receive forgiveness and eternal life, but they are merely going through the motions. 
· They may attend Sunday worship or other church activities, but they do not have a repentant attitude because they are not serious about pursuing holiness – they do not want to change. 
· The wedding garment symbolizes holiness. 
· We wear our wedding garments by pursuing holiness. 
· When I was a college student and soldier, I belonged to this third group. 
· I would attend Sunday morning worship service while suffering from a hangover from the night before. 
· During the sermon, I would usually pass out. 
· I had the audacity to tell God how good I was because I attended worship with a hangover. 
· It never occurred to me that I shouldn’t have gotten drunk the night before. 
· I also attended Bible studies, but it did not occur to me that the Bible studies should change the way I lived. 
· My behavior during my off-duty time did not indicate I was a follower of Christ. 
· So, during this time in my life, I accepted God’s invitation to receive forgiveness and eternal life but was merely going through the motions. 
· I was not serious about pursuing holiness – I was not wearing proper wedding clothes.  
· When I was a soldier in Korea, the Chaplain asked me to give a testimony at the next Sunday evening worship service. 
· During the week leading up to the worship service, I wondered what testimony I would give until it hit me. 
· I realized I could publicly rededicate my life to Jesus. 
· So, on that Sunday I made a public recommitment to Jesus.
· At that moment, I left the third group, put on a wedding garment, and entered the 2nd group. 
· I started to pursue holiness by cooperating with the Holy Spirit. 
· I drastically cut down on my drinking and totally quit about a year later. 
· This enabled me to stay awake during worship so the Holy Spirit could use the prayers, hymns, Scripture readings, and sermons to touch and change my heart.
· I also started to approach Bible studies with a willingness to allow the Bible study to change my attitudes and behaviors. 
· In other words, I started to pursue holiness – I put on a wedding garment.    
V. So, we read this parable and wonder, “At this moment, which one am I?” 
A. Am I part of the 1st group – those who reject God’s invitation. 
B. Am I part of the 2nd group – those who accept God’s invitation and pursue holiness? 
C. Or am I part of the 3rd group, those who accept God’s invitation but do not pursue holiness? 
D. I invite everyone here to silently think about this question for one minute 
· If you conclude that you are in the 2nd group, Great!!!, give thanks to God for helping you to pursue holiness. 
· If you are in the 1st or 3rd group, talk to God about it. The Lord will bring you back on the journey towards holiness.

[After a minute of quiet time] 

Let’s pray. 
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