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We often think of Jesus as a “peacemaker” and our “meek and mild” friend, and so He is.
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But it is also important that we remember that Jesus was a controversial and at times intentionally
provocative character, carrying a message that would ultimately be revolutionary regarding how we
relate to God and how He relates to us.
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Jesus announced His revolutionary message both through His life and through the spoken word. We
see this in our text today.
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John the Baptists’ disciples asked Jesus: “How is it that we and the Pharisees fast often, but your
disciples do not fast?”
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These disciples had been following John before Jesus came on the scene. It is likely that they
followed an ascetic lifestyle based on John's well known “dour popular image” and “may well have
adopted the pharisaic pattern of fasting twice a week which went far beyond anything the Old
Testament required.”
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These serious and pious disciples of John the Baptist thought that Jesus and His disciples did not
take their religion seriously.
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In their estimation, they failed to prove their devotion and commitment through somber acts.
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They considered Jesus and His disciples as nonserious “party-goers”, who were just in it for the fun!
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But this was a misunderstanding. Jesus was not opposed to fasting. He was, however, concerned
that fasting had become a public display of false piety for the admiration of others.
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Jesus warned His disciples against such a display: “When you fast, do not look somber as the
hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show others they are fasting...But when you fast, put oil
on your head and wash your face, so that it will not be obvious to others that you are fasting, but only
to your Father, who is unseen...” (Matt.6:16-18a).
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In His response to His critics Jesus offers a solid reason for their “partying” reputation: “How can the
guests of the bridegroom mourn while he is with them? The time will come when the bridegroom will
be taken from them; then they will fast.” (15).
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Here Jesus is actually using the words of John the Baptist against them.
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John understood His role and calling as “the friend who attends the bridegroom, who waits and listens
for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom’s voice. That joy is mine, and it is now
complete” (John 3:29).
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The “attendants” job was to present the “bridegroom” to the “bride”. Jesus, of course, is this
“bridegroom” and we, the Church, are His bride, a metaphorical picture used by both the Apostles
John and Paul to express the loving, covenantal relationship we have with Jesus.
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Jesus point was simply this: “things are different now. I've come to introduce a new way to approach
God and to practice the faith.”
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To illustrate and drive home his point Jesus typically turns to two parables in our text.
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Nelson’s lllustrated Bible Dictionary defines a parable as: “a short simple story designed to
communicate a spiritual truth, religious principle, or moral lesson. They are a figure of speech in
which truth is illustrated by a comparison or example drawn from everyday experiences”.
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You know that Jesus was a master at the use of a parable. He used parables because he desired that
his message be both easily grasped by even the simplest, while maintaining an air of spiritual mystery
and depth.
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When we read or hear a parable from Jesus we immediately think “/ get it”, but then, upon further
reflection we think “/ don’t get it”.
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The point of a parable is to drive us deeper into meditating upon and searching the eternal truths of
Christ.
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The meaning or message of a parable is both obvious and obscure, open only to those who are
willing to doggedly pursue the truth and who are enlightened by the Holy Spirit.
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The "obvious” truth has an application to our real life now, usually pertaining to either how we relate
to God and He to us, or how we are to live out our faith in the context of the Kingdom of God.
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The meaning and message of these two parables are easy to grasp:
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“No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for the patch will pull away from the
garment, making the tear worse.” (16).
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Jesus is simply pointing out how silly it would be to patch an old, “shrunken” garment with an
unshrunk (i.e. “new”) piece of cloth, for when the new cloth shrunk as it inevitably would (the cloth
being wool or linen), the previously patched tear would only be worse. The patch would do more harm
than good!
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“Neither do people pour new wine into old wineskins. If they do, the skins will burst; the wine will run
out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, they pour new wine into new wineskins, and both are
preserved.” (17)
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“Wineskins” were bags made from animal skins for transporting wine upon your body. With repeated
use over time, they would naturally harden and become brittle.
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“‘New” (that is, unfermented or partially fermented wine) would burst the old, brittle skins as the
fermentation process progressed in the heat of the day and the constant motion. Pouring “new” wine
into “old wineskins” would be an unfortunate mistake!
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Beyond their obvious interpretation, Jesus did not at that time offer a further explanation of His point.
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This confounded his detractors, intrigued the curious, but was a means of frustration for the Twelve.
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Once, after Jesus told the crowds which followed him “many things in parables” His disciples directly

inquired: “why do you speak to the people in the parables?” (Matt.13:3,10).
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They were asking: “Jesus, why do you speak to them cryptically? Why not more clearly?”
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Jesus’ reply is enlightening: “Because the knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has

been given to you, but not to them.” (11).
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This direct answer from Jesus may surprise and shock you. We can be sure it caused the Twelve to

think!
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For the first time Jesus is suggesting there's a division. There are some who understand and there

are some who don't. There are some who “get it” and some who don't.
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There's a difference between the crowd who followed him primarily for what he could potentially do for

them, and the true disciples who followed Jesus because of who He was and because of a deep

desire to know him and to understand his unique and powerful message.
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But what did Jesus mean by ‘the secrets (or “mysteries) of the kingdom of heaven™?
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We understand these to be the truths of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, in the context of the “kingdom of
heaven” (or “kingdom of God” — the realm in which God is recognized as King).
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The gospel of Jesus ‘s a secret in the sense that is accessible only to the insiders. It does not mean
that is to be jealously guarded from others...It means rather that until those people become insiders
they will not be able to grasp it. The Apostle Paul uses ‘mysteron’ frequently for that which comes by
revelation not by natural insight.” (RT France).
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So Paul would state: “We declare God's wisdom a mystery that has been hidden...but is now
revealed to us by his spirit.” (1Cor.2:7,10).
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The important question, then, is this: “Am | open to God’s Holy Spirit speaking to my heart and my
mind? Do | by faith desire the truth of the gospel of Jesus?”
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We cannot conclude then, without asking what Jesus might be saying to us through these two simple
parables.
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Keep in mind that with parables, there is an “immediate” application and also a “larger” or “wider”
application.
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R.T. France describes the immediate application: “[These] two little parables pick up the theme of a
new and joyful pattern of religion which is incompatible with the old traditions represented by the
fasting regimes of the Pharisees and the followers of John.”
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Jesus represented a new and joyful way of approaching and experiencing God which can be so
easily lost in the practice of a somber and ritualistic religion.
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Many years ago Christian author and academic Tony Campolo wrote a book entitled “The Kingdom of
God is a Party.”
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In His time, Jesus got a bit of a reputation as a “party animal” (if you will). Jesus dealt head on with
this reputation explaining: “The Son of Man came eating and drinking and they (that is his detractors,
the Pharisees and others) say, ‘here is a glutton and drunkard a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’
(Matthew 11:19). Jesus admitted that both He and His disciples had every good reason to “party”!
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The larger or wider application is this: Jesus came to upset legalistic religion once and for all; a
religion defined by the laws of men and based on winning favor with God through the keeping of the
“law”.
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Jesus called out the empty legalism and the hypocrisy of the religious leaders of his day by quoting
God through the Prophet Isaiah: “These people honor me with their lips but their hearts are far from
me. They worship me in vain; their teachings are merely human rules.” (1s.29:13;Matt.15:8-9).
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Here we see Jesus as a revolutionary. “Jesus is saying | didn't come to patch up the old religious
system. | came to do something entirely new.”
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‘Jesus did not come to improve the old system...He was not bringing a “better version: of Pharisaism
or rabbinicalism, but was bringing good news of a completely new way of believing, thinking, and
living.”
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“The history of the church ever since has been punctuated by the bursting of old wineskins and the
need to find suitable new containers for the new wine.” (R.T.France).
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Jesus is about new life. He is about a new way of approaching, experiencing, and worshiping God.
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This means that, if we're not open to change, if we're not open to transformation personally and as a
church, we will miss out on God's plan.
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We will miss out on the joy of fully experiencing Christ in our hearts and in our world.
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Jesus “rocked his world” by challenging the “old ways” and challenging His true disciples to be open
to a new way of seeing and knowing God.
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Are you just going to put a “new patch” on “old clothes”™?
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Are you content to merely pouring new wine into old wineskins and hoping for the best?
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Or are you willing to change? Are you willing to be transformed?
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Are you willing to grow? Are you willing to go deep with Jesus?

PRIEE RIS ? IR = 5 Rk AT = IR 2

Are you willing to follow Him to places that will challenge you and stretch you?

A Do R I At A IS e PR AR . P AR A G 2

We can trust our Lord and Saviour to do a new work in our lives and His church as we trust and follow
Him fearlessly!
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