
Synod members participated in the Lutheran
Church of Colombia’s National Assembly where

Rev. John Rojas was elected as bishop.

We had four new entrants
to the Candidacy process!
13 were in process as ‘25
concluded. 19 attended
the annual Candidacy
Retreat at Good Earth

Village.

We gathered under the theme “Remember what God
has done. Prepare for what God will do.” at the Synod
Assembly. Three resolutions were passed regarding
Support for the Least of These and the Ministries that
Serve Them and Expanded Preaching and Teaching

on the Stories of Women in the Bible and Use of
Female Imagery of God and of God’s Work in the
World. On the first ballot, Bishop Hassanally was

elected to a second six-year term.

We gathered at Council as
Leaders to think

collaboratively and further
equip ourselves for ministry as

lay and rostered leaders.

17 Rostered Ministers
joined our synod!

Nuer Community Lutheran
Church, a new worshipping
community, was established!
Rev. Yang Tut was ordained.
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About 140 ministry leaders attended the Fall
Theological Retreat, which includes

fellowship, education, and retreat. Rev. Leila
Ortiz led the presentations and discussion on
pneumatological estuaries, with the theme of

Baptism in Muddy Waters.

Rev. Sarah
Krolak was

called to serve as
pastor of

Connections
Ministry/Shelter
Church, which is

a Synod
Authorized

Outreach Ministry
based in
Mankato.

A variety of
Power and
Boundaries
educational

workshops were
offered to equip
church council
members, faith

formation
professionals,
and rostered
ministers for
leadership.

Through Christ, we have been made children of God! What good
news! It is out of this identity, the truest proclamation of who we
are, that we live as followers of Jesus in this world. 

As members of the Southeastern Minnesota Synod of the ELCA,
we strive to walk together proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ. We
live in this community of faith, across sixteen counties with
100,000 baptized members as the children of God. Because this is
who we are, we celebrate all the ways God is at work in us and
through us – not only in our own communities but throughout the
synod and church -  for the sake of the world. 

Join me in celebrating all the ways God has been at work in our
midst over the past year, and let’s look ahead, together, with joyful
anticipation for what God will yet do, in us and through us, for the
sake of the good news of Jesus Christ.

In Christ,

“See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called
children of God, and that is what we are.”

—1 John 3:1 (emphasis added)
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