Receive God’s Power (v. 13) – Christian responsibility is never independent of God’s power.  We act because He is already at work in us.
· What does this verse teach us about the balance between God’s sovereignty and our responsibility?
· How does knowing that God is working in you affect:  Your motivation?  Your endurance?  Your joy?
· What are some practical ways we can learn to depend on God rather than ourselves?  
· How does this verse guard us from both pride and discouragement?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Where are you currently tempted to rely on your own strength rather than God’s?
· What would it look like this week to consciously depend on His ability, not just your effort?

Believe God’s Promise (vs. 16b-18) – A life poured out for others is never wasted.  God promises joy—now and eternally—when we live for His glory and the good of others.
· Why does Paul describe his ministry as being “poured out as a drink offering”?
· How does an eternal perspective (“the day of Christ”) change how we view service, sacrifice, and suffering today?
· What does this passage teach us about the relationship between joy and self-giving?
· Who has poured into your life in a way that has helped you grow spiritually?
· How might God be calling you to live more intentionally for others right now?
· Who is one person God may be asking you to serve, encourage, or invest in this week?
· What step could you take to live less for yourself and more for others?

How does the phrase “My responsibility is my response to His ability” reshape the way you think about trusting and obeying the Lord?

Spend some time praying with and for one another in your small group, focusing on how you can implement the simple, three step outreach strategy of Prayer—Care–Share this week.  Who is your One? Pray that Focus Church will be a Lighthouse for the lost in our community as together we strive and thrive to know Christ and make Him known. 

What is the main thing that God has impressed upon you today?

What are you going to do about it?

Remember:  The smallest obedient act is better than the greatest intention.




Welcome to Focus Church—a Christ-centered community learning to follow Jesus with purpose and passion.  Our mission is to know Christ and make Him known – to follow Jesus fully through biblical teaching, authentic relationships, joyful worship, and compassionate service. Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here.

Guests:  Please complete a “Connect Card” and pick up a blue gift bag as our “thank you” for being with us today.
 
Sunday, January 4
9am – Adult Sunday School – A study of Matthew
10am – Worship Celebration (Children’s Church through 4th grade)
Sermon series:  “Joyful Living” (Philippians)

Church Office & Mailing Address
10475 Crosspoint Blvd Ste 250
Indianapolis, IN 46256-3387
317-813-5996   https://www.myfocuschurch.com/

Would you like to experience and enjoy peace with God and share His peace with others? Go to peacewithgod.net to learn more.



TODAY’S MESSAGE, JANUARY 4, 2026
SERIES: Joyful Living
“Joy In Responsibility” (Philippians 2:12-18) 
Brian Boone, Lead Pastor  

12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing, 15 that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17 Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18 Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me. (Philippians 2:12-18, ESV)


The whole Christian life is summed up in one statement:
“Be what you are.”
(F. B. Meyer)


1. __________________ God’s __________________ (vs. 12, 14-16a)


By…
· ____________________________________ (v. 12)

· ________________________________________ (v. 14)

· ________________________________________ (vs. 15-16a)



2. __________________ God’s __________________ (v. 13)

By…
· ____________________________________ (v. 13)






3. __________________ God’s __________________ (vs. 16b-18)

By…
· ____________________________________ (vs. 16b-18)




My responsibility is my response to His ability!
______________________________________________________
My response to today’s message

Information without application falls short of God’s best for us.  He wants us to apply what we learn so that we will change and grow, becoming more like Christ.  The following questions are for personal and group study, with these goals in mind.  


· When you hear the word responsibility, what emotions does it stir up—pressure, pride, reluctance, joy? Why do you think that is?
· Read Philippians 2:12-18 aloud.  


Achieve God’s Purpose (vs. 12, 14-16a) – God calls us to trust and obey—not to earn salvation, but to live out what He has already given us in Christ.
· What does Paul mean by “work out your salvation”? What does he not mean?
· How do “fear and trembling” fit with joy and confidence in Christ?
· Why do you think Paul immediately addresses “grumbling and disputing” (v.14)? What do these qualities reveal about our hearts?
· According to verses 15–16a, how does our obedience affect our witness in a “crooked and twisted” generation”? 
· Where do you see opportunities right now to “be different to make a difference” in your daily life?
· What is one area where God may be asking you to do your part more faithfully to achieve God’s purpose?
· What is one situation where the Spirit may be calling you to replace complaining with trust and gratitude?
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