
Epiphany of Our Lord 
January 4, 2026 + 9:30 am 

 

 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Epiphany Blessing of Our Worship Space 
Matthew writes that when the magi saw the shining star stop overhead, they were filled with joy. “On 
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother”. In the home, Christ is met in family and friends, 
in visitors and strangers. In the home, faith is shared, nurtured, and put into action. In the home, Christ is 
welcome. 

Twelfth Night (January 5), Epiphany of Our Lord (January 6), offers an occasion for gathering with friends 
and family members for a blessing for the home. Following an eastern European tradition, a visual blessing 
may be inscribed with white chalk above the main door.The three letters stand for either the ancient Latin 
blessing Christe mansionem benedicat, which means “Christ, bless this house,” or the legendary names of the 
magi (Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar). 

Greeting 
May peace be to this house and to all who enter here. 
By wisdom a house is built and through understanding it is established; 
through knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures.  

Reading John 1:1-4, 14, 16 

Inscription 
The presiding minister asks for God’s blessing upon this house of worship for the coming year.   
The following inscription is made with chalk above the entrance:  20 ☩ C M B ☩ 26 
  

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER 
2417 Drexel Avenue - Racine, Wisconsin 53403 

(262) 634-7998 
https://www.facebook.com/LCRRacine 

The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season with a celebration of God’s glory 
revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all nations and 
people. Like the light of the star that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: 
children of God who are claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. We are sent out to be beacons of 
the light of Christ, sharing the good news of God’s love to all people. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/LCRRacine
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Prayer of Blessing 
O God, you revealed your Son to all people by the shining light of a star. We pray that you 
bless this home and all who live here with your gracious presence. May your love be our 
inspiration, your wisdom our guide, your truth our light, and your peace our benediction; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Gathering Song  “The First Noel” ELW #300 
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Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  
 

Gloria 
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Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray.   

O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by 
the leading of a star. Lead us now by faith to know your 
presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision 
of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading      Isaiah 60:1-6 
Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of God’s presence is in her 
midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of international trade will come streaming to Jerusalem and 
thereby declare God’s praise. 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2 For darkness shall cover the earth and thick darkness the peoples, 
but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 
3 Nations shall come to your light and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
4 Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together; they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried in their nurses’ arms. 
5 Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you; the wealth of the nations shall come to 
you. 6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from 
Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense 
and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 

At the conclusion of the reading, the Assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14  
All kings shall bow down before him. (Ps. 72:11) 

 1 Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 
 2 that he may rule your | people righteously and the | poor with justice; 
 3 that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 
  and the | hills, in righteousness. 
 4 Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor.  
 5 May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 
  from one generation | to another. 
 6 Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 
  like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 
 7 In his time may the | righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more. 
 10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the | isles pay tribute, 
  and the kings of Sheba and Seba | offer gifts.  
 11 May all kings bow | down before him, and all the nations | do him service. 
 12 For the king delivers the poor who cry out | in distress, 
  the oppressed, and those who | have no helper. 
 13 He has compassion on the low- | ly and poor, and preserves the lives | of the ne  
14 From oppression and violence he re- | deems their lives, 
  and precious is their blood | in his sight.  
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Second Reading  Ephesians 3:1-12 
What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the gospel ministry of Paul and 
others. In Christ both Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of God’s promised salvation. 

This is the reason that I, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you gentiles, 2 for surely 
you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you 3 and how the 
mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4 a reading of 
which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5 In former 
generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his 
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6 that is, the gentiles have become fellow heirs, members 
of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
7 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by 
the working of his power. 8 Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to 
me to bring to the gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ 9 and to make everyone see 
what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, 10 so that through 
the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has 
carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have access in boldness and confidence 
through faith in him. 
At the conclusion of the reading, the Assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation  
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Gospel Announcement 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
Gospel Matthew 2:1-12 
God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. Strangers from a faraway 
land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel. 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east came to 
Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his 
star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was 
frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of 
the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem 
of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet: 

 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, 
for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the star had 
appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and 
when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they 
had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the 
east, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 
his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
Sermon 
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Hymn of the Day “Jesus, the Light of the World” ACS #914 
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Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession   
The Assisting Minister leads the prayers of the people for the church, the world, and all people in need. Each 
petition ends with: 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you. 
 

We remember our homebound members and all who have asked for our prayers: Erna Joswig, 
Joyce Owens, Dorothy Popadic, Pat Quale, Linda Bagley, Carmen Falk, Tom Johnson, Mario 
Miranda, Lynda, Estie Marnell, Sheila Fair, Cherie Julius, Lynn Hooper, Randy Weit, Aimee and 
Mark Hooper, Missy Hoffman, Mary Scruggs, Linda Losito, Anne Maley, Judi and Larry Krebs, and 
Eloise and Larry Laugen. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Offering 
There are many ways to give to support Redeemer! You may place your offering in the   
red offering box in the Narthex, you may mail your offering to the church office, you can 
even text to give by texting the amount you wish to give to 262.592.5757,  then follow the 
prompts. You may also scan the code to the right with your smartphone’s camera to give 
on our website (www.racinelcredeemer.com). Thank you for your generosity! 
 
 

 
Offering Song  

 

 
Offertory Prayer 
Let us pray. God of glory, 

great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow. 
Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, 
that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, 
through Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
 
  

http://www.racinelcredeemer.com/
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Great Thanksgiving 

 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 

.… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 

 
The Presiding Minister prays giving thanks to God, for God’s saving work throughout history.  
The Assembly responds when prompted: 

The earth is full of your glory 
The earth is full of your glory. … 

Amen and amen.  
Amen and Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Trusting in God’s tender, motherly care, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 
God is now in flesh appearing. Come to the feast of joy! 
 
Distribution of Communion 
If you are worshipping with us at home, you are invited to partake in Communion as well! All you need is 
bread of any kind and wine or juice of any kind. As you receive the bread: ‘This is the Body of Christ given for 
you.’ As you receive the wine or juice: ‘This is the Blood of Christ shed for you.’ If you are worshipping with 
more than one person, please serve one another as you able using the above words.  

 
 
Communion Songs  “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright” ELW #308 
 “This Little Light of Mine” ELW #677 
 Songs printed on pages 14 & 15. 

 
Table Blessing 

Prayer After Communion 
Let us pray. Incarnate God,  

you are among us at this table. 
May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts  
the mystery of your presence. 
Move us to discover the wonders of your love 
in the everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born in us. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 
 
Blessing 
The triune God, glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One, 
abiding Comforter, ☩ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy. Amen. 
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Sending Hymn “Arise, Your Light Has Come!” ELW #314 

 
 
Announcements 
 
Dismissal 
Glory to God in the highest! 

And peace to God’s people on earth! 

Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

  

Cover Image: Shining Hope, Lauren Wright Pittman © A Sanctified Heart. 
Hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-718548. All rights reserved 
Liturgy reprinted from SundaysAndSeasons.com.  
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #22091 

Serving Today  
Assisting Minister:   Lori Rennock 
Reader:    Damian Cook 
Ushers:    Linda & Kevin Rattle 
Altar Guild:   Jan Brandies & Jennifer Dustman 
Musician:    Paul Berge 

 Pastor:   The Rev. Matt James 
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Communion Song “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright” ELW #308 
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Communion Song  “This Little Light of Mine” ELW #677 
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Bible Study Resumes Wednesday, January 14th @ 1pm! 
We will continue to examine the texts for the upcoming Sunday.  
 
Getting Ready for the Annual Meeting (February 1st, 2026) 
Our Annual Congregational Meeting is almost right around the corner!  
The Annual Report will be ready by the middle of January.  
 
Altar Flowers for 2026 
The new sign-up sheet to sponsor Altar Flowers is now up in the 
Narthex. The cost will remain at $25 for this coming year. You may mail 
a check to the church, place your check in the offering plate, or pay 
online (please be sure to designate your gift toward Altar Flowers). 
Please be sure to include: 

• Your name 
• Date you are sponsoring 
• Any celebration or commemoration the flowers are honoring. 

 
 


