
 

 

    
On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 

opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.   

-- Matthew 2:11 

  

Dear Beloved in Christ of the Northwestern Minnesota Synod, 

 

When the Magi first saw the child Jesus, their first instinct was to pay him homage. The word translated “homage” 

comes from the Greek proskyneō—from pros (“toward”) and kyneō (“to kiss”). Their worship was literally a kiss toward 

Jesus—a gesture of love, humility, and devotion. 

  

That image captures what we long to be about in Northwestern Minnesota. Our vision—to be “a people wholly devoted 

to Jesus and our neighbor in love”—is another way of saying that we want everything we do together to be a kiss toward 

Jesus: a homage to the gentle One who heals, forgives, and sends us out in love. 

  

This past year, our shared ministry offered many such kisses toward Christ: 

• We welcomed 15 new Synod Authorized Ministers, ensuring that Word and Sacrament continue to touch 

lives in every corner of our synod. 

• We entrusted 14 new candidates for ordination, nurturing leaders who will teach and serve in the spirit 

of Jesus’ humble strength. 

• We walked with congregations in transition and conflict, showing that reconciliation itself can be an act 

of homage. 

• We sparked renewal in rural congregations through our Rural Revival Journey, breathing hope and fresh 

imagination into places where Christ’s light still shines bright. 

• And through Jeremiah 29 and F.A.C.E.S. of Leadership, we are equipping 41 leaders to guide their 

communities toward deeper devotion—a daily kiss toward Jesus. 

  

Friends, thank you. Your prayers, offerings, and faithful witness make these stories possible. Every kindness shared in 

Jesus’ name, every act of generosity, is another kiss toward the Savior we adore. 

  

And in a time when Jesus’ name is sometimes used to divide us from one another or demean vulnerable neighbors, let us 

be clear about the One we worship. We pay homage not to a Lord of domination or fear, but to the humble Christ who 

welcomes the stranger, lifts the poor, blesses our most vulnerable siblings and honors the image of God in every 

person. The world has seen that kind of power come and go.  The Magi journeyed far to worship a different kind of 

king—the one who reigns through mercy, not might. 

  

As this year draws to a close, I invite you to join me in one more act of homage—a gift that becomes a kiss toward 

Jesus. Your congregation’s support and your personal generosity sustain ministries that bear Christ’s love to every 

corner of Northwestern Minnesota. 

  

May our every gift, and every act of love, be a kiss toward the One who reigns from a manger and calls us to follow him 

in humility, justice, and joy. 

  

In Christ, 

 
 

Bp. Bill Tesch 

Bishop of the Northwestern Minnesota Synod of the ELCA 

 



 


