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January 2026

Dear Beloveds in Christ,

Grace and peace to you from the Triune God who – always and without end – creates, loves, gathers and meets us in every unknown.

I am so thankful for all of you as we journey together in the Northwest Washington Synod. Every time you gather together in worship, work within your community, respond to crisis situations, sit at a bedside, advocate for justice, contribute financial gifts, collaborate with other faith communities, and so much more, you are connecting to something larger – the community of Christ here in the synod and throughout the world. I am grateful for the ways that together we are being church: living into our faith by trusting in God’s grace and, in response, serving and working in this world. I am grateful that even in these uncertain and fraught times we are promised that God not only meets us in difficulty but continues to call us together and continues to call us towards the future – perhaps in ways we can’t even perceive of right now.

I am reminded of the story of Moses encountering God in the burning bush (Exodus 3). When Moses said yes to God’s call, Moses was saying yes to a great unknown future: Leading a bunch of stiff-necked people, lots of plagues, lots of complaining, a golden calf, fighting in the group and fighting outside the group, and more. We could say that those forty years were uncertain and fraught times. We could say, as Moses undoubtedly thought from time to time, “Where is God in the middle of all of this?”

But God never abandoned Moses or the people. Never. In the Exodus story God is right there in the middle of the mess. God led the people out of slavery. God showed the way through light and darkness as they escaped. In the wilderness, God gave the gift of manna so they wouldn’t starve, quail when they wanted meat, and water made clean from bitterness. God brought healing when there was illness. God even lifted up people to leadership when Moses was exhausted from the burden of leading. When there was chaos, God gave commandments and when there was sin and rebellion, God granted forgiveness time and time again. While Moses might have wondered about God’s presence, the Exodus story shows God was always right there. Always.

In these fraught and uncertain times, in these times when we are not sure of what is next and what the future holds, may we all remember Moses’ story. May we remember that God provided Moses and all the people everything they needed – even when they didn’t know what they needed. May we, as we journey together, trust and hope that God is providing everything we need, as well. May we know that God is giving us resources, courage, partners, and food for the journey. 

I encourage you, during your annual meeting and beyond, to have conversation on how God is providing as we:
· Live into God’s call to care for our neighbors;
· Welcome the stranger;
· Speak and act against forces that discriminate, bully, and endanger others;
· Share our resources creatively;
· Rest; 
· Consider our budgets for 2026 and beyond;
· Forgive our enemies;
· Steward our property 
· And so much more.

While we don’t know what is next, we do know this, God is here and God is working through each faith community in the NWWA Synod, bringing us together and leading us beyond, always present, always grace-filled. Always. Always. In these uncertain and fraught times, may you be filled with trust and hope. May the promises of God’s radical grace, love, mercy, justice, forgiveness, and hope be with you always as we enter into this future together.

In Christ’s Love and Grace,

+Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee										
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