
CROSSBEAMS
Lutheran Church of the Cross

Dear Beloved of God,
January always feels like a doorway. We step through it with one foot still in the year behind us and the
other reaching into what we cannot yet see. As a pastor, I find myself reflecting on “time” this month. Not
because new calendars magically make us new people, but because the turning of the year reminds us our
lives are held in the steady faithfulness of God, even when our days feel uncertain. 

In the church, we don’t begin our year in January. We began the new church year in Advent, listening again
to the promises of the coming of Jesus. We walked to the manger at Christmas, where the eternal Word
took on flesh and entered our ordinary world. Now, as we settle into winter, we remember something
important. The same Jesus who came to Bethlehem has come for us, here and now, in our real life, with
our real fears and real hopes. Our hope doesn’t rest in resolutions or self-improvement projects. It rests in
the promise that Jesus came for us all, not for the polished or the put-together. The cross and empty tomb
stand at the center of our lives, not as decoration, but as the heart of our comfort. We belong to Christ
because he has claimed us, and he holds us in God’s love and grace.

As I think about the months ahead, I picture our life together as a congregation. We worship, we sing, we
gather at the table, we pray for one another, we have coffee and fellowship, and we learn again what it
means to live by grace. Some seasons feel strong and full of energy. Others feel quiet and fragile. Yet
every season rests on the same promise. Jesus meets us where we are and leads us forward. My prayer
for us this January is simple. Not that we would become busier or better, but that we would become more
aware of the love we already live in. The Holy Spirit keeps working through the Word, through forgiveness,
and through the fellowship we share. Even in winter, Christ is at work in us and among us. May we walk
into this new year with steady hope and quiet joy in Jesus.New Years blessings!
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Dear Members, Friends, and Supporters of Lutheran Church of the Cross,

Thank you for your faithful financial contributions over 2025. Your support is vital to the work of the church
and is greatly appreciated. Our community and growing and thriving thanks to your care and provision. 

As ELCOC Council prepares its 2026 budget, we ask you to consider what you are able to give through
2026, and provide that in the form of a pledge, if possible. This pledge can be provided confidentially to
the Financial Secretary in print, via email, or by phone. If you are unable to provide a pledge at this time,
please know ELCOC appreciates your ongoing financial contributions, in-person or on-line as you are
able.

As part of this pledge, we are also asking you to consider going to Pre-Authorized Remittances (PAR) for
your contributions, if you are not already on PAR. The PAR withdrawals come off automatically the 20th of
each month from your bank account, and if circumstances change, requests for changes can be
processed up to the 10th of any month. Your PAR amount would serve as your pledge for the year as
well, and would make it easier both for yourself and for the church.

If you are able we ask that you would please fill out the PAR form on the following page, along with a
VOID cheque (or Direct Deposit form from your bank website) and return it to the church in one of the
following ways:

Drop it off at the church - Financial Secretary mailbox 
Scan and E-mail it to laverne.rude@gmail.com
Call our Financial Secretary Laverne Rude to relay your pledge for 2026 - 403-829-4439
Mail it c/o Financial Secretary, Lutheran Church of the Cross 

                        10620 Elbow Dr SW, Calgary, AB T2W 1G4
Please do not hesitate to reach out to our Council Co-chairs Bill O. and Paddy C. or our  Financial
Secretary Laverne R.  if you have any questions or concerns. Thank you for your prayers, ongoing
support, and care for our congregation !

In Christ, ELCOC Church Council and Financial Secretary Laverne R.

COUNCIL UPDATE
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Income represents general
(budgeted) income. Maintenance

Fund Transfer represents transfers
from the General Fund (01) to the
Designated Fund (02). Expenses

represents general (budgeted)
expenses. The numbers do not

include any income to or expenses
from designated funds.

mailto:laverne.rude@gmail.com




ELCOC ANNUAL GENDERAL MEETING:  
February 8, 2026 at 11:30am 
Lutheran Church of the Cross in the hall

What is this meeting about?
An Annual General Meeting (AGM) is a formal meeting where the members of a congregation gather to discuss
the organization’s operation over the past year and its future direction. For congregations like ours that are
registered nonprofits, this meeting is not just a good practice; it’s a requirement under Canadian law. 

Do we really need to attend? 
In short, yes - and we would love to see you and connect with you. This is a chance for us to come together as a
congregation to celebrate our ministry over the last year, dream about our future, and prayerfully consider the
direction God is calling us. We welcome all to attend our AGM meetings at ELCOC - however only church
members have the ability to vote.

How do I check if I am a member?
You can email or call the office to check on your membership status at ELCOC. We will have a list of all current
members at the meeting for the official sign-in to assess quorum and attendance. We will also have a sign-in for
any non-members who wish to attend as guests. If you are interested in becoming a member in the next year
speak to Pastor Lindsey and they will ensure you are invited to our next new members class in the spring. 

What do we do at the AGM?
At the AGM our church council co-chairs will lead us through an agenda that will: Review and approve reports &
financial statements. Elect church council board members. Approve budgets for the upcoming year. Discuss key
developments, issues, and plans for the year to come - like the replacement of our Sanctuary furnace. 

Where do I find the congregational reports and proposed budget? 
AGM Reports will be available to pick up from the church or download from our website  on Sunday January 25
2026.

th

What if I have questions ahead of the AGM?
Join us January 25  for a coffee with council on the AGM reports and Budget following worship in the sanctuary. th

Pastor Lindsey and our church council co-chairs Bill O. or Paddy C. welcome any one who wishes to discuss
specific questions or concerns with regards to the AGM or our Congregation at anytime and would be glad to set
up a meeting with you. 
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LOOKING BACK
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ADOPT-A-FAMILY & HAMPERS
In December, ELCOC supported 16 families through our adopt-a-family and our
annual food hampers organized by social ministry. Thanks to our generous food
hamper organizer ‘Tree of Life’ for their donations and to our families in need
fund for supplying the gift cards for perishable items.  This year we also
adopted a family for Christmas! We were glad to support this family with food
and gifts for children. “Thank you so much to everyone who put their hands and
heart together for our Christmas. May God rewards each of you for your care
and may God bless you always. Christmas blessings and a happy new year
from our family to each of yours! ” - 2026 Adopt-a-family recipient 

SONG FEST 2025

CHRSITMAS EVE SERVICE

We had a joyous time at Song Fest this year with over 30 people in attendance - even some from the
neighborhood. We sang many Christmas favorites with the help of our musicians Maureen and Barry,
our ELCOC ukulele group “Holy Ukes” performed, as well as our very own band of “grinches”. It was
certainly a way to spark . Thank you to our organizer Trudy and all who helped make snack, drinks, and
decorate our space for the season. 

We welcomed 188 people to worship with us Christmas Eve in a beautiful candle lit  service! Thank
you to Richel, Catherine, our readers, ushers, tech team, choir, and musicians for making our service
so wonderful. What a gift it was to gather together and proclaim Emanuel - God is with us!  



Kids
bible
Camp

Ministry Opportunities:
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Join the Stewardship Committee
In 2026 the Stewardship committee will begin their work with organizing a pledge
drive to focus our giving to meet the needs of our congregational budget. The
committee will also assist the treasurer and financial secretary with quarterly mail-
outs to all who give financial gifts to the congregation, as well as planning
stewardship Sundays, and congregational learning opportunities. Speak with
Pastor Lindsey to join this important work. 

Join the Administration Committee
This committee will start by focusing their efforts on our congregations rental
renewal, assessing our fair market value, and about ability to meet financial needs
through hosting various performing arts groups. This committee will also look after
general congregational contracts, building maintenance needs, and planning for
larger scale projects. If this is an area of passion for you or you have a keen eye for
our congregations administration needs contact the office or Bill O. for more
information.

Kids Saturday Bible Camp 

Once a month we will gather our young people for a time of singing,
learning, games, snacks, and crafts on a central bible story. Our next
session will be January 24 from 2pm-4pm on Jesus Baptism and our
own.

We look forward to welcoming kids from our congregation,
neighborhood, and other church communities who wish to learn and
grow with God in an inclusive, affirming, and encouraging environment.
We look forward to welcoming kids in grade 1-6, and ages 5 and under
with adult supervision. 

Thanks to the generous support of the ELCOC endowment committee
there is no cost associated with this program but registration will be
required to attend. To register contact our office at:
churchofthecross@shaw.ca 

We are looking for volunteers to help with snacks, crafts, games, and
story time. reach out to Pastor Lindsey if you would like to share your
gifts with our young people. 

January 24 from  2pm-4pm 



JO
IN

 A
 SM

A
LL G

R
O

U
P

 

www.churchofthecross.ca 10

Join us at Bitter Sisters the last 

Wednesday of the month 7-9pm

Next session January 28, 2026

RSVP with Pastor Lindsey to save your spot!

Join us
Jan 15th



SOUTHWOOD COMMUNITY
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Southwood's Calgary's Cooking group is looking for a few more participants. The group meets  together
twice a month to plan and cook healthy, nutritious and budget-friendly meals. We have been preparing
about three recipes to take home with a cost between $3-8/ portion.  Plan: First Thursday of the month,
10-1 PM then Cook: Second Thursday of the Month, 10-3 PM - at Lutheran Church of the Cross 10620
Elbow Dr. SW Calgary

To register please contact Teresa at info@southwoodcc.ca For more information on the cooking group:
https://www.ckpcalgary.ca/calgarys-cooking



ABT SYNOD UPDATES
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ELCIC UPDATES
A reading from Luke: “In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered.” (2:1)

Dear church, we are taught by social media feeds and by the evening news broadcasts to know names
like: Donald Trump, Vladimir Putin, and Emperor Augustus. World leaders.  Politicians, who wield power,
who keep records, who announce that the world should be registered, and the entire world moves at their
command – even the poor and the pregnant!

The name Augustus meant more than just an inconvenient government decree. In many inscriptions,
Augustus was hailed as “saviour of the whole world.” One declares that his birthday “has marked the
beginning of the good news through him for the world.  As emperor he was called kyrios, “Lord.” His laws
were presented in official propaganda as, “good tidings of great joy.” This is how the Christmas gospel
begins – a word of power – a decree. The gospel writer doesn’t provide an exact history so much as
creates a picture of the world Jesus was born into: economic hardship – a reign of power.

The gospel writer is inviting us to listen carefully and to look closely, busily re-arranging and contrasting
our ideas about power, about history, about good news of great joy – in this child lying in a manger –
heard against the backdrop of empire builders, power brokers and census takers. To people suffering
under unbelievable oppression, under the thumb of imperial Rome – Luke proclaims that they will hear
and see truly good news not in imperial decrees, but in a manger – in this “good news of great joy for all
the people” – in a birth announcement which calls forth worship and adoration, amazement and awe,
wide-eyed wonder and running feet, and hope.

When God chooses to encounter the empire and the idolatry of imperial power, God comes as a helpless
infant; when God chooses to bring hope, God comes not in official propaganda, but as a babe wrapped in
strips of cloth; and when God chooses to embrace us and all of humanity with the gift of love God comes
not as a decree but in flesh.

This gospel writer invites us to ask the very real questions during the advent candle lighting, and our
worship, and in our gathering with family and friends, with neighbours and strangers; in the midst of our
very real losses and mourning, and our very real concerns for creation, and for what we are seeing in
many nations of the world: who saves and who gives peace? who claims our ultimate loyalty? who is it
who is good news of great joy? who is it that brings peace built on justice, equality, and recognition of
every human life as sacred?

Come to Bethlehem and see, Him whose birth the angels sing, Come, adore on bended knee, Christ the
Lord, the newborn king.

Blessed Christmas.
Rev. Dr. Bishop Larry Kochendorfer 
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LWF UPDATES
On a wall in a concentration camp barrack, a prisoner had scratched an inscription: “We believe in the
sun even when it does not shine. And we believe in God even when we do not see God!” The inscription
is an irrepressible and strong expression of the hope in God that sprouts even in the most hopeless
places. The message is scratched into the wall – perhaps to hold it firmly and to share it with the other
prisoners for encouragement and hope.

Like the prisoner, the apostle Paul also wrote words of hope to sustain faith. But he did not scratch
these words on a wall. Paul wrote them in a letter to his friend, fellow believer and co-worker, Titus.
Together, they were building a new congregation on the Greek island of Crete. When Paul had to
continue his missionary journey, he left Titus there with the task of choosing elders for the new
congregation. Soon after, he sent these encouraging words back: For the grace of God has appeared,
bringing salvation to all.

The words express the core of the Christmas message: That God came very close to us in Jesus Christ
to proclaim God’s grace and forgiveness. They remind us of God’s intervention in the world over 2000
years ago, of something that has already happened. At the same time they remind us of something that
will happen again this Christmas. God’s salvation is brought to us anew as God’s healing action through
Jesus Christ – for the joy of people and for peace in the world.

In Viborg, where I live, we have a nice little lake with an outlet to a stream. There is a bridge over the
stream. Here, when hiking, you often stop and look down at the water running under the bridge. And
then there are two options: you can look in the direction where the water flows away from you, or you
can look in the direction where the water comes to you. It can be this way in human life. We can often
feel drawn to look back – to miss what was, to sigh over what was not, to be weighed down by neglect,
failure and defeat, or simply to dwell on how time slipped away from us. But we can also turn in the
other direction. See how time comes to us, how there are always new opportunities. We can lift up our
heads, hope and look forward.

We can read Paul’s encouraging words to Titus as written also for us, who today have the task of
spreading God’s Word and building the church as Paul once did. These words maintain a duality: they
point back to the birth of Jesus as an event in salvation history, where God came very close to
humanity. Yet they also point forward, reminding us that God’s salvation comes to us anew each
Christmas, bringing hope for the present and future.

During a recent visit to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land, I had a chance to
visit the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. It was moving to visit this place, which is in itself a
message of peace and hope in the midst of cruel realities, in the midst of uncertainty, oppression, and
isolation. In this very place God’s light came to earth! Yet here, the darkness is most profound. The
contrast could not be starker.
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After our stay at the Church of the Nativity, we visited Dar El Kalima School, which is run by the
Lutheran Church. Here we met several students. A young female student told us what it was like to be
young in Bethlehem today. And she concluded: “It is difficult to see the light in circumstances that
surround us. But if we cannot see the light – then we must be the light ourselves.”

What a strong, courageous and reconciling message this young Palestinian girl gave to us. In a world
that seems increasingly divided, where words can be harsh, and where conflicts – both those out in the
world and those lived out in small ways – are pulling us further apart, we need the message of
Christmas. Because Christmas speaks about what unites us. It reminds us that hope does not come
from ourselves – but to us. 

In the midst of all that divides, the angel’s words still ring: “Fear not – for I bring you good news of great
joy.” So let the Christmas light this year radiate justice and reconciliation. Let us, in the words of that
young woman, be lights for each other, wherever we stand.

I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year.

Bishop Henrik Stubkjær
President of The Lutheran World Federation

November 2025, Bethlehem, Palestine: School principal Rev. Anton Nassar of the Dar Al-Kalima
Lutheran School in Bethlehem welcomes Lutheran World Federation president Bishop Henrik Stubkjær
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Denmark for a visit to the school.

LWF UPDATES
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403-255-4792 churchofthecross@shaw.ca 10620 Elbow Drive SW, Calgary AB, T2W 1G4
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Quilting Group
9:30 AM Men’s Breakfast

8 AM - 10 AM

Caring Connections
1 PM - 2PM

 “There is no resolution that, if kept, will make
you more worthy of love. You, as your actual

self and not as some made up ideal, are
already worth” 

—Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber

Council Meeting 
7-9PM

Confirmation @ Cross

Confirmation @ Hope

Choir
6:00 PM

Christmas 2
Worship  with
Communion
10 AM

Staff Meeting
1pm -2pm Social Ministry 

10:30 AM

Community 
movie night 
6pm-8pm

Ukulele Group
11:30AM-1PM

No Confirmation 

Bible Study 
10 AM

Community 
Movie Night 
6pm

Ukulele Group
11:30AM-1PM

Seniors Lunch 
11:30AM

Kids Bible Camp
2PM - 4PM

Epiphany
Worship  with
Communion
10 AM

Epiphany 2
Worship  with
Communion
10 AM

Epiphany 3
Worship  with
Communion
10 AM

Confirmation @Advent

Staff Meeting
1pm -2pm

Staff Meeting
1pm -2pm

Staff Meeting
1pm -2pm

Theology on Tap
7pm-9pm
Bitter Sister Pub 

Epiphany Party
6PM - 8PM

Choir
6:00 PM

Choir
6:00 PM

Quilting Group
9:30 AM

Quilting Group
9:30 AM

Quilting Group
9:30 AM

Night at the
Movies
time TBD


