Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Washington, IL
Second Sunday of Christmas J *

.
January 4, 2026 & s
F

Welcome — Please take a moment to sign the black attendance books in I
the pews.

Confession and Forgiveness

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who forgives all our sin, A4
whose mercy endures forever.
C Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P Compassionate One,

C We confess that we have not loved you with all our heart, mind, and
strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven
others as we have been forgiven. We have been angry, selfish, and dishonest.
Forgive us, Lord. Help us to love you more than anything else and to love
others the way you love us.

Amen.

P Happy are those whose sins are forgiven, whose wrongs are pardoned.
Happy is the one whom the Lord does not accuse of doing wrong and who is free
from all deceit. As a called and ordained minister, I proclaim to you God’s
forgiveness. In Him, you are set free. In the name of the Father, and of the * Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Peace: As baptized and forgiven children of God, we have peace with God, and
peace with one another.

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C And also with you.

P Let us share that peace with one another.



Hymn: “O Word of God Incarnate” | Red Book #514
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1 O Word of God in - car - nate, O Wis - dom from on high,
2 The church from you, dear Mas - ter, re-ceived the gift di - vine;
3 Oh, make your church, dear Sav - ior, a lamp of bur-nished gold
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O Truth un-changed,un - chang-ing, O Light of our dark sky:
and  still that light is lift - ed o’er all the earth to shine.
to bear be - fore the na - tions your true light, as of old;
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we  praise you for the ra - diance that from the hal-lowed page,
It is the chart and com - pass that, all life’s voy-age through,
oh, teach your wand-ring pil - grims by this their path to trace,
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a lan - tern to  our foot - steps, shines on from age to age.
mid mists and rocks and  quick - sands still guides, O Christ, to you.
till, clouds and dark-ness end - ed, they see you face to face.

Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt.
Music: MUNICH, Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693

P

the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C

And also with you.

A\

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal - vation,
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Lord,

have
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let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.




Hymn of Praise

Assisting minister
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - 1a.
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1 Wor-thy 1s Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
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free to be peo-ple of God Pow - er and rich - es and wis - dom and
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strength, and hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are his.
Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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2 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God and join in the
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hymn of all cre - a - tion: Bless-ing and hon - or and glo - ry and

Dty — & e e — X
1 (an T E—— '

S == ————

might be to God and the Lamb for - ev-er. A - men.

0N Final refrain . . .
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This 1s the feast of vic-to-ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain
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has be - gun his reign. Al - le - Iu-ia. Al-1le - lu - ia.



P The Lord be with you

C And also with you.

Will you pray with me?

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate
Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading — Jeremiah 31:7-14 | Pew Bible #633

7 Thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the
chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O Lord, your people, the
remnant of Israel.” 8 See, [ am going to bring them from the land of the north and
gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the
lame, those with child and those in labor together; a great company, they shall
return here. 9 With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them
back; I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path where they shall
not stumble, for [ have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.

10 Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him and will keep him as a shepherd does
a flock.” 11 For the Lord has ransomed Jacob and has redeemed him from hands
too strong for him. 12 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and
they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and
the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall become like a
watered garden, and they shall never languish again. 13 Then shall the young
women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. I will
turn their mourning into joy; I will comfort them and give them gladness for
sorrow. *1 will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied
with my bounty, says the Lord.

P The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God




Psalm 147: 12-20

12 Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion,

13 who has strengthened the bars of your gates and has blessed your children
within you.

4 God has established peace on your borders and satisfies you with the finest
wheat.

15 God sends out a command to the earth, a word that runs ! very swiftly. R
16 God gives snow like wool, scattering frost like ashes.

17God scatters hail like breadcrumbs. Who can stand against God’s cold?

¥ The Lord sends forth the word and melts them; the wind blows, and the waters
flow.

1 God declares the | word to Jacob, statutes and judgments to Israel.

22 The Lord has not done so to any ! other nation; they do not know God’s
judgments. Hallelujah!

Second Reading — Ephesians 1:3-14 | Pew Bible #948

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in
Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in
love. ° He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according
to the good pleasure of his will, ®to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely
bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace ® that he lavished
on us. With all wisdom and insight  he has made known to us the mystery of his
will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, '°as a plan for the
fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on
earth. !! In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined
according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his
counsel and will, '? so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might
live for the praise of his glory. '3 In him you also, when you had heard the word of
truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the
seal of the promised Holy Spirit; !# this is the pledge of our inheritance toward
redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

R The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God
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Al -le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al -le - lu - 1a.

Gospel Reading — John 1: [1-9] 10-18 | Pew Bible #858

C Glory to you, O Lord

[! In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. * All things came into being through
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being #in
him was life, and the life was the light of all people. * The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it. ¢ There was a man sent from God
whose name was John. " He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all
might believe through him. ® He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to
the light. ® The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.]

10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world
did not know him. ! He came to what was his own, and his own people did not
accept him. 2 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God, '* who were born, not of blood or of the will of
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. '# And the Word became flesh and lived
among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of
grace and truth. '° (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I
said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’

) 16 From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. !’ The law indeed
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. '¥* No one has
ever seen God. It is the only Son, himself God, who is close to the Father’s heart,
who has made him known.

C Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon by Pastor Mike Rahlf




Sermon Hymn: “Word of God, Come Down on Earth” | Red Book #510
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1 Word of God, come down on earth, liv - ing rain  from
2 Word e - ter - nal, throned on high, Word  that brought to
3 Word that speaks God’s ten - der love, one with God be -
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heav’'n de-scend - ing; touch our hearts and bring to birth
life cre - a - tion, Word that came from heav’n to die,
yond all tell - ing, Word that sends us from a - bove
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faith and hope and love wun-end - ing. Word  al - might - vy,
cru - ci- fied for our sal-va - tion, sav - ing Word, the

God the Spir - it, with us dwell - ing, Word  of truth, to
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we re - vere you; Word made flesh, we long to  hear you.
world re - stor-ing, speak to us, your love out- pour - ing.
all truth lead us; Word of life, with one bread feed us.

Text: James Quinn, s5, b. 1919
Music: LIEBSTER JESU, WIR SIND HIER, Johann R. Ahle, 1625-1673
Text © James Quinn, 81, admin. Selah Publishing Co., Inc., North American Agent.

Apostles’ Creed

C: Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the

body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Or, "he descended into hell," another translation of this text in widespread use.



Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “Hear us, O God,” please
respond, “Your mercy is great.”

Offering: Jesus gives us life, hope, and salvation. Let us commit

ourselves to God and joyfully lift our offerings to the Lord.

e

Please take a moment to give an offering to the church on the website
with the Tithe.ly app or bring your gift to the plate during EE

communion.

Offering Prayer

P Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is

Faith Lutheran website link
www.shareourfaith.org

good and the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the
earth and our labor, that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our

Savior.

C Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy... with the church on earth and the hosts

of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord.

Ho - san-na

in the high - est.



Holy Communion
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

C The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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us. Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the world; have
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mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.



Communion Distribution

Communion Hymn: “Love Has Come” | Red Book #292
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1 Love has come— a light in the dark - ness! Love shines forth in the
2 Love 18 born! Come, share in the won - der. Love i1s God now a -
3 Love has come and nev- er will leave us! Love is life ev-er-
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Beth-le - hem skies. See, all heav-en has come to pro - claim it;
sleep in the hay. See the glow in the eyes of his moth -er;
last - ing and free. Love is Je - sus with - in and a - mong us.
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hear how their song of joy a - ris - es: Love! Love!  Born un-to
what is the name her heart is say - ing? Love! Love!  Love is the
Love is the peace our hearts are seek-ing. Love! Love!  Love is the
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you, a Sav - ior! Love! Love! Glo-ry to God on high.
name she whis - pers; Love! Love! Je - sus, Im-man-u - el
gift of Christ-mas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!

Text: Ken Bible, b. 1950
Music: UN FLAMBEAU, E. Seguin, Recueil de noéls composés en langue provengale, 1856
Text © 1996 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (ASCAP), c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.

Communion Prayer

P God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

Announcements

Blessing

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you
with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen



Hymn: “Let All Together Praise Our God” | Red Book #287
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1 Let all to - geth - er praise our God be - fore the
2 From God’s right hand the Son de - scends, is born an
3 0 ten - der Child, you wveil in flesh the splen - dor
4 Your moth - er feeds you ten - der - ly, sings you a
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high-est  throne; to - day God o - pens heav’n a - gain and
in - fant small, and lies in pov - er - ty, his bed a
of your might; a ser - vant’s gartb now wraps the one who
lul - la - by, while an - gels, hail - ing Da - vid’s heir, your
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sends the on - ly Son, and sends the on - ly  Son.
man - ger in a stall, a man - ger in a stall.
clothed the sky with light, who clothed the sky with light.
glo - ry mag - ni - fy, your glo - ry mag - ni - fy.

5 A wonderful exchange you make:
you take our flesh and blood,
and in return give us to share
the shining realm of God,
the shining realm of God.

Text: Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561; tr. hymnal version
Music: LosT Gorr, IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman

Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress

Dismissal

A Go 1n peace. Serve the Lord.
C  Thanks be to God!
Postlude

6 Unlock the door again today

that leads to paradise;

the angel bars the way no more.

To God let praises rise,
to God let praises rise!

Liturgy and texts from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23628




