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Pastor Garrett Struessel and Deacon Korra Looschen  

Epiphany of the Lord  
Sunday, January 4, 2026 

9:30 a.m. 

GATHERING  
PRELUDE  

INTRODUCTION  

The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation ”) concludes the Christmas season with a celebration of God ’s 
glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all na-
tions and people. Like the light of the star that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who 
we are: children of God who are claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. We are sent out to be 
beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of God ’s love to all people.  

WELCOME  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

Blessed be the holy Trinity,  ☩ one God, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Savior, Prince of Peace.  

Amen.  

Trusting in God ’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin.  

Silence is kept for reflection.  

Reconciling God,  

we yearn for your presence to transform our grief, pain, and despair. We confess that we have 
not always prepared room in our hearts for your love; we have not always recognized your 
presence among us; we have not always embraced your message of peace. We cry out, weary 
with the burden of violence, oppression, and fear. We confess our failure to make room for 
those seeking refuge; our participation in violent systems that harm your innocent ones; our 
reluctance to embody your good news. Be born in us today and teach us to sing the joyful song 
of your salvation.  

Amen.  

God ’s grace upon grace flows over you. ☩ Christ ’s presence redeems the whole creation. Your sins are 
forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad!  

Amen.  

Ordinary Time  
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GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  

GATHERING HYMN  “Brightest and Best of the Stars” ELW 303 vs. 1,2,3  
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GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  

And also with you.  

KYRIE  Page 98 
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GLORIA  Page 99 
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY  

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Let us pray.  

O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us now by 
faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  

Amen.  

ANTHEM  “Star of Wonder ” arr. By Page/Shafferman  Chancel Choir  

WORD  
READINGS  

Isaiah 60:1 -6 

Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of God ’s presence is in 
her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of international trade will come streaming to Jeru-
salem and thereby declare God ’s praise. 

1 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 2 For darkness shall 
cover the earth and thick darkness the peoples, but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will ap-
pear over you. 3 Nations shall come to your light and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 4 Lift up your 
eyes and look around; they all gather together; they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, 
and your daughters shall be carried in their nurses ’ arms. 5 Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart 
shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you; the wealth of the na-
tions shall come to you. 6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense and shall proclaim the praise of 
the Lord.  

Word of God, word of life.  

Thanks be to God.  

Ephesians 3:1 -12 

What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the gospel ministry of 
Paul and others. In Christ both Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of God ’s promised salvation.  

1 This is the reason that I, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you gentiles, 2 for surely you 
have already heard of the commission of God ’s grace that was given me for you 3 and how the mystery 
was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4 a reading of which will enable 
you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5 In former generations this mystery was not 
made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 
6 that is, the gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise 
in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 7 Of this gospel, I have become a servant according to the gift of 
God ’s grace that was given me by the working of his power. 8 Although I am the very least of all the 
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saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ 9 and 
to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, 10 so 
that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers 
and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has car-
ried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have access in boldness and confidence through faith in 
him.  

Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God.  
 

CHILDRENS TIME   Deacon Korra Looschen  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATI ON  Page 102

  

GOSPEL  

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 2 nd chapter beginning at the 1st verse. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

Matthew 2:1-12 

God ’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. Strangers from a fara-
way land, they welcome the long -awaited messiah of Israel.  

1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east came to Jeru-
salem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in the 
east and have come to pay him homage. ” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jeru-
salem with him, 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 
where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by 
the prophet: 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Ju-
dah, for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel. ’” 7 Then Herod secretly called 
for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word 
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so that I may also go and pay him homage. ” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the place where the 
child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering 
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.  

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you , O Christ.  

SERMON  Pastor Ann Hultquist  

APOSTLES CREED  

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God ’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended 
to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Hear us O God  
Your mercy is great.  
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE  

Peace of the Lord be with you always  
And also with you.  

MEAL  
OFFERTORY  “Alleluia ” by Ed Harris  Chancel Choir  

OFFERING PRAYER  

Let us pray.  
 
God of glory,  

great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow. Use us and these your 
gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, 
through Christ our Savior.  

Amen.  



8 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVI NG   Page 107

  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy …. we praise your name and join their unending hymn …  

HOLY HOLY HOLY  Page 108
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 WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

THE LORD ’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and  the power, and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

SHARING OF COMMUNION  

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God ’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Sal-
vation shared in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you ”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you ”, 
include the promise of forgiveness, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

Hear these words and partake of the bread/cracker and wine/juice, giving it to each other, if possible:  

“The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you. ” 

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God ’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Sal-
vation, shared in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you ”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you ”, 
include the promise of the forgiveness of sin, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord. The ushers will 
invite you to come forward for communion. We invite everyone to receive communion if you so desire. 
The invitation to receive Holy Communion is from Christ Jesus; therefore “all are welcome ”. In our serv-
ing communion trays, wine is darker red on the outside, and grape juice is the lighter color in the center. 
We serve only gluten-free bread prepared in a kitchen excluding wheat flour, to include everyone re-
gardless of wheat-gluten sensitivities. Come, taste and see, that the Lord is good.  

LAMB OF GOD  Page 112

  



10 

 
COMMUNION  HYMNS   

 “As with Gladness Men of Old ” ELW 302  
 Bright and Glorious Is the Sky ” ELW 301  
 “Angels, From the Realms of Glory ” ELW 275  
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COMMUNION BLESSING  

POST COMMUNION PRAYE R 

Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts 
the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the wonders of your love in the everyday mo-
ments of our lives, through Christ born in us.  

Amen.  

SENDING  
HOMEBOUND COMMUNION  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

BENEDICTION  

SENDING HYMN  “Arise, Your Light Has Come ” ELW 314  

SENDING  

Glory to God in the highest!  

And peace to God ’s people on earth!  

Go in joy. Embody God ’s redeeming grace.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE  

 

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U SA.  All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of Christia n E ducation of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission.  Text for the liturgy reprinted from the Sundays and Season s, copyright 2023.  Used by 
permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SBL14236.  

Preacher/Presider  The Rev. Ann Hultquist  

Worship Assistant  Deacon Korra Looschen  
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Tim King  
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Marilyn Williams  

Choir Director  Sally Campbell  
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