Merry & Bright
Happy Wednesday Everyone!
	The first part of the title of this reflection “Merry” is a shoutout to Christmas. It is in fact the 6th day of Christmas. Did anyone get six geese-a-layin’ for a gift this year? In all seriousness, I do want to ask you, what is the best gift you got this Christmas?
	For me, it’s hard to top that my family got to celebrate Christmas in our new house. As I write this reflection, I’m looking at our Christmas tree over in the corner of our living room, adorned with red and green ornaments and the glow of Christmas lights that paint a unique mural on the wall with the shadows of the branches and their needles. And while, it might sound a bit cliché, another gift I’m thankful for this year is you; and for our partnership in ministry at Bethlehem. This year was my first “full year” as pastor of a community of people that I love dearly. You are a wonderful community of faithful, loving, and generous folks. And I’m glad that God saw it fit for us to walk along and serve together. So, for nothing more than being who you are, thank you. And though we’ve said this in worship several times, again I’ll extend to you all the wish that you have had a Merry Christmas.
	“Merry” is only part of the title of this reflection. “Bright” is the other word. Jesus was first revealed to the world by a star that shown bright over where he was born in Bethlehem. Our logo is an image of that star. And yet, that logo is more than just a star, it’s a calling. Like that star, we are called to shine bright. We are called to let our light shine and to be a Bold, Loving, Community. If you read that bold part out loud to yourself, kudos to you. I think back to my installation service at Bethlehem, and the wisdom that Pastor Chad Walker shared in his sermon. (Quick side note, if you want to hear that wisdom again, you can find that service on our church YouTube channel). Pastor Chad saw our newsletter entitled, “Follow the Star,” and he encouraged us to do just that. He called us to remember who “the Star” is, (it’s Jesus). Pastor Chad extended us the invitation (the calling), to follow and trust Jesus, and then to let our light shine so that the world might experience the radiant glow of Jesus’ love.
	So my question to you is, as we prepare to welcome a new year, how can you shine bright? How can you let the radiant love of Jesus be seen in and through you. How can you “Follow the Star” in 2026? And how is “the Star” calling us to follow in 2026? With continued trust and openness of heart and mind, we will find the answer to that last question together!
	I hope that your New Year’s celebrations are bright: filled with fireworks, lights, dropping disco balls, and most importantly the glow of love. May this year be a year that brings new blessings into your life, and affirmation of all the ways that you let your light shine so that others might see “the Star” through you and eagerly join you in “Following the Star.”

May your days be Merry & Bright. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
May the Radiant Love and the Peace of Christ be with you all,

Pastor Vern
