
    Welcome to Worship 
 

       Christmas 2 ~ January 4, 2026 
 

 
PRESERVICE MUSIC 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS: 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.  Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 

us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 

that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 

fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Gracious God …  

have mercy on us.  We confess that we have turned from you and 

given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly 

repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 

things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again 

to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve 

you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 

made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you 

with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 

through faith.  Amen. 

 
GATHERING SONG: “The Bells of Christmas”   (Vs 1, 2, 4)        ELW 298          
 
GREETING:   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:  O God our redeemer, you created light that 
we might live, and you illumine our world with your beloved Son. By 
your Spirit comfort us in all darkness, and turn us toward the light of 
Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Ephesians 1:3-14 
 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places, 4 just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world 
to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5 He destined us for adoption 
as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of 
his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us 
in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 that 
he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9 he has made known to us 
the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in 
Christ, 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, 
things in heaven and things on earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained 
an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him 
who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12 so that 
we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise 
of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the 
seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inheritance 
toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 
 

   The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
  
PSALM 148 
1 Praise the Lord.  
Praise the Lord from the heavens; 
    praise him in the heights above. 
2 Praise him, all his angels; 
    praise him, all his heavenly hosts. 
3 Praise him, sun and moon; 
    praise him, all you shining stars. 
4 Praise him, you highest heavens 
    and you waters above the skies. 
5 Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
    for at his command they were created, 
6 and he established them for ever and ever— 
    he issued a decree that will never pass away. 
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7 Praise the Lord from the earth, 
    you great sea creatures and all ocean depths, 
8 lightning and hail, snow and clouds, 
    stormy winds that do his bidding, 
9 you mountains and all hills, 
    fruit trees and all cedars, 
10 wild animals and all cattle, 
    small creatures and flying birds, 
11 kings of the earth and all nations, 
    you princes and all rulers on earth, 
12 young men and women, 
    old men and children. 
13 Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
    for his name alone is exalted; 
    his splendor is above the earth and the heavens. 
14 And he has raised up for his people a horn,  
    the praise of all his faithful servants, 
    of Israel, the people close to his heart. 
    Praise the Lord. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  ELW Setting 10, page 205 

GOSPEL:  John 1:1-14 
     L:   The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the 1st chapter. 
     C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were 
made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was 
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life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a 
witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might 
believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the 
light. 
9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He 
was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world 
did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own 
did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a 
husband’s will, but born of God. 
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen 
his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full 
of grace and truth. 

 
   The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
SERMON SONG: “Dearest Jesus, at Your Word”            ELW 520 

 
SERMON 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth, 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
And he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
The holy catholic church, 
The communion of saints, 
The forgiveness of sins, 
The resurrection of the body, 
And the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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PRAYERS: Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly 
for the church, creation, and all who are in need. 
 

O God, you reveal yourself wherever two or three are gathered in your 
name. Be with us now, not only in the infant Jesus and resurrected Christ, 
but in the beloved people of this assembly. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You reveal yourself in the waters of the womb; in brooks, ponds, and 
oceans; and in the waters of baptism. Grant us wisdom to tenderly care 
for the earth as a garden watered by your grace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You reveal yourself in blessed diversity. Help us to look for you in people 
near and far, in bodies of all kinds, and in kindred young and old. Let us 
seek you in many places, praising you in many tongues. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You reveal yourself in new life. Support those beginning a new job, a new 
relationship, or a new living situation, especially those displaced because 
of tragedy or loss. Be with all others who need your life-giving touch this 
day (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You reveal yourself in holy communion. Sustain all who provide food and 
fellowship in this congregation and in the wider community. Make our 
tables signs of your welcoming presence among us. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to 
you, O God, trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through 
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
OFFERING  
 
OFFERTORY:  
 

We give thee but thine own, Whatev’r that gift may be. 
All that we have is thine alone, A trust O Lord from thee. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING: 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks & praise. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER:   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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HOLY COMMUNION 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING:   
Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. 
May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts 
the mystery of your presence. 
Move us to discover the wonders of your love 
in the everyday moments of our lives, 
through Christ born in us. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION: 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you, 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you, 

the Lord look upon you with favor and give you his peace. 
 
SENDING SONG:  
“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”      (Verses 1-2)         ELW 815 
  
DISMISSAL:   
Go in peace, Serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God                    
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