
The Fire of the Holy Ghost.
Matthew 3:11; Acts 2:2-4.

1. First of all, fire reveals. 1 Corinthians 3:13. What does it mean to be
baptized with fire? The answer to this is found in considering what fire does.

2. Fire refines and purifies. Isaiah 44; Zechariah1:3,9; Malachi 3:1-3.

3. Fire consumes. It refines by consuming. Ezekiel 24:9-11. There is much
in all of us that needs to be consumed, pride, vanity, love of money, love of
pleasure, fear of man.

4. Fire illuminates. When one is baptized with fire, truth we did not see at all
before becomes as clear as day, the Bible becomes a new book, glory shines
from every page.

5. Fire also warms; it makes to glow.

6. Fire imparts energy. All forms of energy can be transformed into heat and
by heat we can generate the different forms of force and motion.

7. Fire spreads.

II. The Fire that Tries Our Works. 1 Corinthians 3:13-15.



Not a judgment regarding salvation. The persons whose works are here burned up
are saved. It is a judgment regarding the works we do as Christians and the reward
we shall receive for them. All the works we do for Christ, or professedly for Him,
are to be tested. They are to be put to the severe test, the fire test. All that will not
stand the fire test will be burned up.

III. The Fire of Eternal Doom. 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9.

Every one of us shall know fire from God. Some of us, I hope, will know the fire
of the Holy Ghost. Many of us, I know, will know the fire that tries and consumes
our work which is not of the right sort in God's sight. Some shall know the fire of
eternal doom. There is a fire of eternal doom. For whom is it?

1. To them that know not God.

2. To them that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus.

 3.There are these three fires, one of which we all must know.
What shall it be?

THE BAPTISM WITH FIRE

(Matthew 3:11.)

The interpretation that makes the fire of future judgment untenable.

1. In that case it should read "or fire."

2. The way coupled with Holy Ghost, not two "withs," as in AV and RV.

3. Literal translation, "With Holy wind and fire."

4. Fulfilled at Pentecost. Acts 2:2-4.

I. What is it to be baptized with fire? The answer found in considering what
fire is said to do in Scripture and what came to the disciples at Pentecost.

1. Refines. 1 Corinthians 3:13.

2. Refines and purifies. The apostles after Pentecost compared with before. Isaiah
4:4; Zechariah 13:9; Malachi 3:1-3.

3. Consumes. Ezekiel 24:9-11; John 5:35.

4. Illuminates. James 16:13; 1 Corinthians 2:14.

5. Fire warms, it makes to glow.

6. Fire imparts energy, generates power and motion.

7. Fire spreads.

The great need of ministers and Christian work, of individual Christians and the
Church is a baptism with fire.

II. How Received.

How did the apostles receive it?

1. They recognized their need.

2. They believed it was for them.

3. They really desired it.

4. They continued steadfastly in prayer.

5. They were wholly surrendered to God's will.

6. They expected it.

One gets the baptism with fire in pretty much the same way as one gets
water baptism. You wish to be baptized with water, you go to one qualified
to baptize with water, tell him what you want and put yourself in his hands
for him to baptize you, and you being willing to take upon yourself all the
consequences of that baptism. Do just the same in this. There is but One
qualified to baptize with fire. Jesus Christ, the risen Christ, is the sole and
only baptizer with the Holy Ghost.

III. Stirring up the Fire.

1. This clearly implies that after one has received the baptism with fire it
may burn low and must be stirred into a flame. Experience abundantly
proves this.
2 Timothy 1:6.

2. How kindle into a flame?

(a) Study of the Word. Ephesians 5:18-19; comp. Colossians 3:16. Just as
soon as anyone neglects his Bible study the Holy fire burns low. Jeremiah
23:29.

(b) Prayer. Acts 4:31.

(c) Work. 1 Timothy 4;13-14.

CONCLUSION. -- Have you been baptized with the Holy Spirit and fire? Will
you be today? Have you been and is the fire burning low? Will you kindle it into a
flame?
