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[bookmark: _Hlk192925640]Confession: This is my Bible, the Living Word of God. I am, what the Word says I am. I have, what the Word says I have. I can do, everything the Word says I can do, and I will do it, in Jesus Name!
Text: Romans 10:8-10 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart.” This is the word of faith that we preach: 9 that if you CONFESS with your MOUTH Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved, 10 for with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the MOUTH CONFESSION is made unto salvation. 
Introduction: Confession under the Old Covenant pointed forward to Christ. Confession under the New Covenant centers on Christ. Confession for the believer today restores fellowship, releases our faith, and keeps us walking in the light. This series walks us through these four confessions— 1) the sinner under the Old Covenant, 2) the sinner under the New Covenant, 3) the believer’s confession of sins, and 4) the believer’s confession of faith—so that we can live boldly, in Truth.

I. God Works Through the Believer – God Confirming His Word
1. Matthew 28:19-20 Go therefore and make disciples (teach) of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. 
A. Make disciples: mathéteuó (math-ayt-yoo'-o) to teach, to instruct, to become a disciple, to enroll or signup to be a student.
B. Teaching: didaskó (did-as'-ko) teach, to cause to learn, to be instructed, impart knowledge
C. Jesus places unmistakable emphasis on the Word of God.
D. If we are going to follow Jesus—the Head of the Church—then we must be both students and teachers of His Word.
E. Why? Because God works through His Word on the lips of His people.
F. 2 Corinthians 4:7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.
G. A perfect God accomplishes His perfect will through imperfect vessels by placing His perfect Word in our mouths.
2. Mark 16:15-20 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; 18 they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 19 So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God. 20 And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the accompanying signs. Amen.
A. Notice what Jesus did not say. He did not tell the disciples to simply pray and wait for people to be saved. 
B. If prayer alone could save the lost, Jesus would not have commissioned believers to go and preach.
C. God needs His people to declare His Word, because it is the Word that performs the work.
D. Prayer is essential, but someone still has to proclaim the Gospel—and that “someone” is every believer.
E. This principle applies to every area of life: Declare the Word over your life! 
F. Romans 10:14-17 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!” 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our report?” 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
G.  God works in connection with His Word – He confirmed His Word, once they were obedient to boldly preach His Word!
3. Jeremiah 1:12 AMPC Then said the Lord to me, You have seen well, for I am alert and active, watching over My word to perform it.
A. Our responsibility to declare the Word of God into our lives and the lives of others. 
B. God’s responsibility is the perform His Word. 
4. Psalm 138:2 … For You have magnified Your word above all Your name.
A. God magnifies His Word above His name—meaning He ties His reputation to His Word.
B. His Word is unbreakable, and He will fulfill it even if it cost Him everything! (John 3:16)
C. Everything we need—salvation, healing, provision, peace—has already been provided in Christ through His Word. 
D. Our part is simple: believe it, receive it, declare it—and God backs it with all that He is.

II. Right Thinking, Right Believing, Right Confession = Right Possession
1. Matthew 12:33-37 “Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or else make the tree corrupt and its fruit corrupt. For the tree is known by its fruit. 34 O generation of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak good things? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. 35 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things. And an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things. 36 But I say to you that for every idle word that men speak, they will give an account on the Day of Judgement. 37 For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.”
A. “A tree is known by its fruit,” and the heart is known by its words.
B. Your words carry life or death.
C. By YOUR WORDS are you either justified or condemned.
D. Your words move mountains or build prisons.
E. What you think shapes what you believe, what you believe shapes what you say, and what you say shapes what you receive.
2. Proverbs 18:21 Life and death are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruit.
A. This is a spiritual law and it works for evil the same as it does for good.
3. Proverbs 4:20-27 My son, attend to my words; incline your ear to my sayings. 21 Do not let them depart from your eyes; keep them in the midst of your heart; 22 for they are life to those who find them, and health to all their body. 23 Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it are the issues of life. 24 Put away from you a deceitful mouth, and put perverse lips far from you. 25 Let your eyes look right on, and let your eyelids look straight before you. 26 Ponder the path of your feet, and let all your ways be established. 27 Do not turn to the right or to the left; remove your foot from evil.
A. If your thinking is right, your believing will be right because what you meditate on will eventually get down into your heart and a stronghold is built. 
B. Right believing produces right confession and right confession = right results.
C. Wrong thinking leads to wrong believing and wrong confession = destructive results.
4. Romans 12:2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.
5. Romans 12:2 (MSG) Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you.
A. Do not blend into the culture without even thinking.
B. Fix your attention on God and He will transform you from the inside out.
C. God’s Word straightens out our thinking, aligns our believing, and trains our mouth, to speak Truth.
III. Confess to What You Know
1. Romans 10:8-10 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your MOUTH and in your HEART.” This is the word of faith that we preach: 9 that if you CONFESS with your MOUTH Jesus is Lord, and BELEIVE in your HEART that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved, 10 for with the HEART one believes unto righteousness, and with the MOUTH CONFESSION is made unto salvation. 
A. This Scripture passage is very revealing as Paul uses salvation as an example as to how faith works or we could say the “Law of Faith.”
1) Believe in the heart.
2) Confess with the mouth.
B. The greatest miracle—salvation—comes through this simple process.
C. This is the same way we receive everything God has provided for us, IN Christ: salvation, Blessing, healing, peace, provision, etc.
2. Philemon 1:6 I pray that your partnership in the faith may become effective as you fully acknowledge every good thing that is ours in Christ.
A. partnership: koinónia (koy-nohn-nee'-ah) joint participation, sharing in, partnership, to communicate, intimate fellowship, communion
B. The object of “koinónia” in this passage is “IN Christ.” “Koinónia” conveys the concept of intimate fellowship, having joint participation, emphasizing that we are co-sharing in the Life of Christ, with Him.
C. you fully acknowledge: epignósis (ep-ig'-no-sis) revealed knowledge, absolute knowledge, experiential insight, discernment, full knowledge of a particular point, the knowledge of things ethical and divine, to say the exact same thing with full understanding.
1) “Epignósis” is a compound word of “epi” meaning upon or toward and “gnosis” meaning knowledge. The prefix "epi" serves to intensify the term, implying a more comprehensive or advanced understanding that goes beyond intellectual knowledge. 
D. Just because you have been born-again does not mean you are a successful Christian who is experiencing all that our Father has prepared for you IN Christ.
E. You must KNOW who you are, what you have, and what you can do now that you are IN Christ. (John 8:32)
F. When you KNOW in your heart who you are and what you have IN Christ and begin to confess that Truth, THEN the days of the devil stealing from you in that area are over forever!
G. Have you believed in your heart and confessed out of your mouth the WHOLE TRUTH and nothing but the TRUTH?
H. Confessing anything contrary to God’s Word is disagreeing with God or to take sides against God and you cut yourself off from the Life-giving flow of His Word. (James 1:6-8, Hebrews 4:12)

IV. No Faith Apart from Confession
1. Mark 11:22-23 So Jesus answered and said to them, “Have faith in God. 23 For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.
A. There is no such thing as faith apart from confessing God’s Word.
B. Confession is faith’s primary expression as confession is an act of faith.
C. Faith, like Love, is of the heart—but both require words and actions to be real.
D. Just like Love, Faith grows with your confession.
E. Your confession is always accomplishing two things for you that are either ushering in the Blessing or the Curse.
F. You will never possess beyond what you confess.
G. Your confession set the limits on what you will experience in life.
H. If you say that you cannot then you cannot, and you will NOT receive from God in that area even though IN Christ, in the realm of the spirit, you already possess it. (Ephesians 1:3-4)
I. Your confession creates your reality. 
J. By continually confessing the Truth of God’s Word, you bring the Living Word of God from the realm of the spirit into physical manifestation.
K. If you say you can then you can. 
L. You will have what you say, whether you are talking fear and doubt or agreeing with God.
M. The reason many Christians are weak although they are sincere is that they have never dared to take God at His Word and boldly declare this is who I am and what I have now that I am IN Christ!
2. Your daily confession of who the Father is to you, of what Christ has given you, what Jesus is doing for you now at the right hand of the Father, and what Holy Spirit is doing for you will build a stronghold of faith in your life and you will live in the victory Jesus won for you! (Romans 5:17)

V. Closing
1. From the Old Covenant to the New, God has always invited His people to agree with Him. Under the Old Covenant, confession pointed forward to Christ. Under the New Covenant, confession points directly to Him—His finished work, His victory, His indwelling life. And today, for every believer, confession restores fellowship, releases faith, and keeps us walking in the light.
2. The question we must each answer is this: 
A. What am I confessing?
B. Am I agreeing with God, or agreeing with circumstances?
C. Am I speaking the Truth, or repeating the lies of the enemy?
D. Am I declaring who I am IN Christ, or who I used to be without Him?
3. Your confession sets the boundaries of your life. You will never rise above the words you speak. But the moment you dare to take God at His Word—truly take Him at His Word—and boldly declare, “This is who I am, this is what I have, and this is what I can do IN Christ,” everything begins to change. Faith rises. Fear breaks. Strongholds crumble. The devil loses his grip. And the life of Christ begins to flow unhindered.
4. So today, let us make a fresh commitment—not just to believe the Word, not just to hear the Word, but to speak the Word. To confess the Truth. To align our mouths with Heaven. To declare our rights, our privileges, our identity, and our victory IN Christ.


