St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 
Christmas Eve

December 24, 2025 - 7:00 p.m.

“The Miracle of Christmas”
Prelude – Diane Anderson





Ringing of the Church Bell

Processional Hymn: “O Come Little Children”

(Please stand as you are able and join in singing)

     O come, little children, O come one and all, to Bethlehem haste to the manger so small,

       God’s Son for a gift has been sent you this night, to be your redeemer, your joy and

       delight.  
       He’s born in a stable for you and for me, draw near by the bright gleaming starlight to 

       see, in swaddling clothes lying so meek and so mild, and purer than angels the 

       heavenly child.

       See Mary & Joseph with love beaming eyes, are gazing upon the rude bed where He 

       lies, the shepherds are kneeling with hearts full of love, while angels sing loud 

       hal-le-lu-jah’s above.

Advent Candle Lighting Reading 
Reader:  Though the holiday lights are bright, shadows remain in the world around us.

All:  Some of us walked in those shadows.  Some walk there even now. 

Reader:  Though the warm glow of holiday cheer pushes back the long, looming nights
All:  Some among us in this world have lived in a land of darkness, and will live there still when the season has passed, a land of violence, tragedy, and grief.

Reader:  Tonight we light our few small candles, a paltry glimmer when we think of the world outside.  We light them not to vanish the shadows, to somehow vanquish the night, but to change the hearts of darkness.  For God dwells even there, in the darkness of a barn, deep in the shadows of a stall, down in the pitch black of a feeding trough, with only a faint of glimmer of starlight outside.
All:  In that holy darkness, God comes to us and shares our common lot.
Reader:  One fragile, incandescent life, to begin the world anew.  “Ah light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.”  Instead, the darkness itself is found to have a holiness all its own.  We light the candles of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love and the Christ Candle.
All:  God of shadows, God of the night, God of the dark alley, the deep mine, the basement cell, even the darkness is as light to you.  With these candles shining, as signs of your amazing love, we give thanks that in Jesus Christ you have made it 
plain that you are always drawing near.  On this night, and for many nights to come, help us to face the shadows within and around us, and to risk being a light, however small, for the sake of the difference it can make for the sake of your kin-dom coming near, for the sake of the Christ child, a tiny light among us, in whose name we pray.  Amen.
Please join in singing “Light One Candle” 
1.  Light one candle for Hope,
2.  Light one candle for Peace
3.  Light one candle for Joy

One bright candle for Hope,
      One bright candle for Peace
     One bright candle for Joy

He brings Hope to every heart
      He brings Peace to every heart      He brings Joy to every heart

He comes!  He comes!

      He comes!  He comes!                     He comes!  He comes!
4.  Light one candle for Love
5.  Light one candle for Christ

     One bright candle for Love
     One bright candle for Christ 

     He brings Love to every heart
     He brings himself to everyone

     He comes!   He comes!            
     He comes!  He comes!
“THAT SPECIAL NIGHT”  
(please remain seated as we sing:
 “O Little Town of Bethlehem”
O Little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above,

While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love.

O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth

And praises sing to God, the King, and peace to men on earth,

“WHEN THEY ARRIVED IN BETHLEHEM”  
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Please remain seated and join in singing:
Congregational Hymn: “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”  
1.  It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, from angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold.  Peace on the earth, goodwill to men, from heaven’s all gracious King.  The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing.
2. Still thro’ the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled
And still their heavenly music floats O’er all the weary world;

Above its sad and lowly plain they bend on hov’ring wing,
And ever o’er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing.
           Congregational Hymn:  Away in a Manager
1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.  The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay; the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
2. The cattle are lowing; the Baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.  I love Thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky, and stay by my side until morning is nigh.
3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay close by me forever, and love me, I pray.  Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, and fit us for heaven, to live with thee there,
“The Shepherds Watching Over Their Sheep”
“Hark the Herald Angels Sing” (please remain seated and join in singing)
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled! Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; with the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!
REFRAIN:  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, “Glory to the new born King.”
Christ by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord!

Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of the Virgin’s womb;

Veiled in flesh the God-head see; Hail the incarnate Deity,

Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.

REFRAIN:  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, “Glory to the new born King.”
“FROM FAR AWAY, WISEMAN SAW A NEW STAR SHINING IN THE SKY”
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    Please stand and sing “Go Tell It On The Mountain”
                  Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; Go, tell it on the mountain 
      that Jesus Christ is born;

 While shepherds kept their watching over silent flocks by night

Behold! Thro’-out the heavens there shone a holy light

Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere

Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!

The shepherds feared and trembled when lo above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Saviors birth

Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere

Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!

Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born 
And brought us God’s salvation that blessed Christmas morn.

Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere

Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!


Children’s Recitations

Reading:
Children Singing:  “Jesus Loves Me” “Happy Birthday” & “We Wish You a Merry Christmas”

(Offering Box located by the door as you enter or leave)


Offering Prayer: 
Loving God, we have heard the good news.  We want   
To pass it on.  We have seen your beauty.  We want to make it a part of who we are so others may praise you.  We have felt your presence.  We want others to know the peace that you alone can bring.  So we dedicate our offerings and ourselves to your movement of justice and the building of true community.  Amen.
*Candlelight Service – Please remain seated “As we light the candles may we pray for light in our lives and the lives of our loved ones near and far.  May we all be lights of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.  Amen. 
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Congregational Hymn:  “Joy to the World”

1.  Joy to the world!  The Lord is come; let earth receive her king.  Let every heart 
  Prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven

  and heaven and nature sing.

2.  Joy to the world the Savior reigns let all their songs employ, while fields and floods, 
 rocks, hills and plains, repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat  
    the sounding joy.
3.  He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove the glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love and wonders of his love and wonders, wonders of his love
                 Congregational Hymn: “Silent Night” First verse in GERMAN
Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht

Alles schlaft, einsam wacht

Nurdas traute, hochheilige Paar 

Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar, 

Schlaf in himmlicher Ruh,
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh!
Silent Night! Holy Night!  All is calm, all is bright; 

Round yon virgin mother and Child, Holy Infant so tender and mild; 

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent Night! Holy night, Shepherds quake at the sight. 
 Glories stream from heaven afar; Heavenly hosts sing alleluia. 
 Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!
Silent Night! Holy Night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy Holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.
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  “O Holy Night” 
O holy night! The Stars are brightly shining; 

It is the night of our dear Saviour’s birth.

Long lay the world in sin and error pinning, 

Til He appeared and the soul felt its worth. 

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, 

For yonder break a new and glorious morn. 

Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices!

O night divine, O night when Christ was born!

O night, O holy night, O night devine!
Led by the light of faith serenely beaming,

With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand.

So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming,

Here came the Wise Men from Orient land.

The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger

In all our trials born to be our Friend.

He knows our need to our weakness is no stranger

Behold your King, before Him lowly bend!

Behold your King, before Him lowly Bend!
Truly He taught us to love one another;

His law is love and His gospel is peace.

Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother, 

And in His name all oppression shall cease.

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we

Let all within us praise His holy name. 

Christ is the Lord! O praise His name forever!

His power and glory evermore proclaim!

His power and glory evermore pro . . . . . . claim!
PLEASE EXTINGUISH YOUR CANDLES!
Benediction: Pastor Brosz
                                     6
A Christmas Eve Prayer
Dear God, thank You for bringing us through the Advent Season to this Holy Night.  Help us celebrate with great joy the birth of Your Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ!  Help us to bring Christmas joy, love and peace to all people.  Help us to be more kind to one another, more patient, more forgiving.  Please bless Your world with peace, and fill us with Your Spirit this blessed night.  Amen.
Narrators: Benny Nott


                  Garrett Axt
                  Zachary Miller

Thank you to all the children who helped be part of our program!!

There is no service tomorrow, Christmas Day!
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