Starting Your New Year - God’s Way.
Philippians 3:12-14

Fact: What we need is not another resolution, but a revolution.

This New Year’s Day Revolution:
That I would move forward God’s way (not looking back) and to grow beyond all of my past mistakes 
and believe that He 
has good things in store for my future.

A.) The Following of the Heart. (v. 12)
      Question: What does it mean to “I press on”?
      Answer:    It means “I do not count myself as one who has 
                        obtained or arrived”.
Fact is: Paul is satisfied with Jesus, but Paul is not satisfied 
              with himself.
~ The words “I press on” come from the Greek word (DIOKO) 
    which means: “To pursue like a runner in a race.”
       Question: Why are we saved?
       Answer:   To become mature and apprehend the character 
                         of Jesus Christ.
Fact: Paul uses 4 prominent illustrations to illustrate the Christian life:
	#1. The Military		#2. Architecture 	#3. Agriculture 	#4. Athletics

B.) The Forgetting of the Heart. (v. 13)
      Question: What does it mean to “Forgetting what is behind”?
      Answer:   The runner in the Grecian races is the reference here: For the runner in the race to win the prize, they could 
                        not keep looking behind themselves.
      Question: So what does it mean to “To forget those things which 
                       are behind”?
      Answer:   To “Forget” here means: “To no longer be
                        influenced by or affected by.”

Fact: The Power of your Past is broken by your willingness to 
          live for the Future!
In Other Words:
While we cannot delete our memory banks, but our memory 
bank can be edited to serve us, instead of crippling us.

Fact: When you Remember your past, it can bring you in two different 
          directions.		
	#1. Remembering past mistakes and failures will only cause 
                  you to pain, gloom and anger, and it will leave you in 
                  Depression. (or)
	#2. Remembering your past shows you the mercies of God in 
                  your life and will inspire you to keep on pressing on with 
                  gratitude and praise.
A Truth to Remember:
If You keep your eyes on Jesus, Your Past will lose its Power to Control You.

C.) The Fervency of the Heart. (v. 14)
       Question: What is our ultimate goal in life?
        Answer:   To receive the prize of eternal reward.
        Question: How do we reach that goal?
        Answer:   By cooperating with God through our reaching 
                          and pressing!

In Other Words:
Successful track stars can’t afford to focus on what others are doing and 
Successful Christians can’t afford to focus on what others are doing!
