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WELCOME

Please stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Amid the troubles and fears of this world, let us confess our sin and welcome God’s
forgiveness, grace, and love.

Silence is kept for reflection

Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus.
Forgive our lack of faith and trust.

Your Son was born in the poverty of a stable.
Forgive our neglect of the poor.

The shepherds left their flocks and went to Bethlehem.
Forgive our selfishness and complacency.

With great joy the angels proclaimed, “Do not fear. For I bring you good news of great
joy. Today is born a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”

In & Jesus, who is Savior, Christ, and Lord, our sins are forgiven. May you know the
peace which the angels sang from the heavens. Indeed, God’s forgiveness is good news of
great joy!

Amen.

GATHERING SONG Angels, from the Realms of Glory ELW 275

Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o'er all the earth;
once you sang creation's story, now proclaim Messiah's birth:
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king.

Shepherds, in the fields abiding, watching o'er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing, yonder shines the infant light.
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king.



Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter visions beam afar;
seek the great desire of nations, you have seen his natal star.
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king.

P: Let us pray. Gracious God of heaven and earth, you have given us hope in the middle
of our darkness— light that shines through Jesus. Though born in a manger, he is the
firstborn of all creation. Though crucified on a cross, he is the Lord of life. Fill us with
the wonder and joy of his presence in the world and in our hearts.

C: Amen.

READING 1 Isaiah 9:2-7

P: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
C: those who lived in a land of deep darkness on them light has shined.

P: You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy;
C: they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing
plunder.

P: For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their
oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.

C: for all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.

P: For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders;
C: and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince
of Peace.

P: His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of
David and his kingdom.

C: He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time
onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.



Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming ELW 272
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READING 2 Luke 1:26-38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth,
to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s
name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with
you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this
might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him

Jesus.



He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give
to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and
of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am
a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be
called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a
son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be
impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with
me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

HYMN

Love has come—a light in the darkness!
Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies.
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it;
hear how their song of joy arises:

Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior!
Love! Love! Glory to God on high.

Love is born! Come, share in the wonder.
Love is God now asleep in the hay.

See the glow in the eyes of his mother;
what is the name her heart is saying?

Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers;
Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel.

Love has come and never will leave us!
Love is life everlasting and free.

Love is Jesus within and among us.

Love is the peace our hearts are seeking.
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas;
Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!

Love Has Come ELW 292



READING 3 Matthew 1:18-25

'8 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant
from the Holy Spirit. ' Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to
expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 2° But just when he had
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph,
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit. 2! She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins.” 2 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by
the Lord through the prophet:

23 «Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel,”

which means, “God is with us.” 2* When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of
the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife 2° but had no marital relations with her
until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus.

HYMN Good Christian Friends, Rejoice ELW 288

Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
give ye heed to what we say:
Jesus Christ is born today;

ox and ass before him bow,
and he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today!

Christ is born today!

Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
now ye hear of endless bliss:
Jesus Christ was born for this!
He has opened heaven's door,
and we are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this!
Christ was born for this!



Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
now ye need not fear the grave;
Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all
to gain the everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save!
Christ was born to save!

READING 4 Luke 2:1-7

'In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. *Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. >He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. *While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. "And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.



HYMN It Came upon the Midnight Clear ELW 282

It came upon the midnight clear,
that glorious song of old,

from angels bending near the earth
to touch their harps of gold:

"Peace on the earth, good will to all,
from heav'n's all-gracious king."
The world in solemn stillness lay

to hear the angels sing.

Still through the cloven skies they come
with peaceful wings unfurled,

and still their heav'nly music floats
o'er all the weary world.

Above its sad and lowly plains

they bend on hov'ring wing,

and ever o'er its babel sounds

the blessed angels sing.

And you, beneath life's crushing load,
whose forms are bending low,

who toil along the climbing way

with painful steps and slow:

look now, for glad and golden hours
come swiftly on the wing;

oh, rest beside the weary road

and hear the angels sing!

READING 5 Luke 2:8-21

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. *Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. '°But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: !'to you is born this day in the city
of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. '?This will be a sign for you: you will find
a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger."



13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising
God and saying, '*"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those
whom he favors!" '"When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to us."

1630 they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger. '"When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child;
%and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. '°But Mary treasured
all these words and pondered them in her heart. 2*The shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 2! After eight days
had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name given by
the angel before he was conceived in the womb.

HYMN Hope Was Born This Night

Tonight I can see a star shine
And its splendor fills up the sky
It's the same that appeared

And the wise men revered

When hope was born this night
Out upon the snowy fields
There's a silent peace that heals
And it echoes the grace

Of our Savior's embrace

Because hope was born this night

Glory to God in the highest
Peace on earth

Good will toward men

Let all of the world

Sing a chorus of joy

Because hope was born this night
I can hear the Christmas bells ring
As softly a church choir sings

It's the song used to praise

The Ancient of Days

When hope was born this night



There are angels in this place

And my heart resounds with the praise
Like a shepherd so scared

I'll rejoice and declare

That hope was born this night

Gloria gloria
Gloria gloria
Gloria gloria
Gloria gloria

I know hope was born this night
Because Christ was born this night

READING 6 John 1:1-14

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. *He
was in the beginning with God. *All things came into being through him, and without him
not one thing came into being. What has come into being %in him was life, and the life was
the light of all people. °The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome
it. %There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 3He himself was not the light, but
he came to testify to the light. *The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into
the world.!’He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world
did not know him.!'He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.
12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children
of God, '*who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but
of God. '*And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the
glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.

Please Stand



HYMN Joy to the World ELW 267

Joy to the world! The Lord is come!

Let earth receive her King.

Let every heart prepare him room.

And heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!

Let all their songs employ,

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,

repeat the sounding joy,

repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sin and sorrow grow, nor thorns infest the ground.
He comes to make His blessings flow.

Far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found,

Far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the earth with truth and grace,

and makes the nations prove.

The glories of His righteousness

And wonders of his love, and wonders of his love,
And wonders and wonders of his love.

THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,



of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy universal and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

P: Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our prayers for
ourselves, our neighbors, and the world God loves.

P:  Lord, in your mercy.

C: Hear our prayer.

P: Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your abundant
grace.

C: Amen.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Please be seated




OFFERING
Please Stand

OFFERING PRAYER

P: God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts with
the song of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen us to share
with all the world the abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the
Word made flesh.

C: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Qv

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Qv

Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

Qv

P: In the night in which he was betrayed...

LORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



Please be seated

COMMUNION
This is God'’s table so all are welcome to join the feast.

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available.

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: Let us pray. Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift
and ponder in our hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the wonders
of your love in the everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born in us.

C: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand

BLESSING

P: God bless you and keep you, Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the Spirit send
peace upon your hearts, now and forever.
C: Amen.



CLOSING HYMN Angels We Have Heard On High ELW 289

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains,
and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains.

Refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heav'nly song? Refrain

Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn king. Refrain

DISMISSAL

P : Glory to God in the highest!

C: And peace to God’s people on earth!

P: Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace.
C: Thanks be to God.
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