
CONTRITION, n. [L.] 
1. The act of grinding or rubbing to powder. 
2. Penitence; deep sorrow for sin; grief of heart for having offended and infinitely holy and benevolent God.  The word is 
usually understood to mean genuine penitence, accompanied with a deep sense of ingratitude in the sinner, and sincere 
resolution to live in obedience to the divine law. 
Fruits of more pleasing savor, from thy seed sown with contrition in his heart. 
Imperfect repentance is by some divines called attrition. 
​
CONFES'SION, n.  
1. The acknowledgment of a crime, fault or something to one's disadvantage; open declaration of guilt, failure, debt, 
accusation, &c. 
With the mouth confession is made to salvation. Romans 10. 
2. Avowal; the act of acknowledging; profession. 
Who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession. 1 Timothy 6. 
3. The act of disclosing sins or faults to a priest; the disburdening of the conscience privately to a confessor; 
sometimes called auricular confession. 
4. A formulary in which the articles of faith are comprised; a creed to be assented to or signed, as a preliminary to 
admission into a church. 
5. The acknowledgment of a debt by a debtor before a justice of the peace, &c., on which judgment is entered and 
execution issued.​
​
CONSECRATION, n.  
1. The act or ceremony of separating form a common to a sacred use, or of devoting and dedicating a person or thing to 
the service and worship of God, by certain rites or solemnities.  Consecration does not make a person or thing really 
holy, but declares it to be sacred, that is, devoted to God or to divine service; as the consecration of the priests among 
the Israelites; the consecration of the vessels used in the temple; the consecration of a bishop. 
2. Canonization; the act of translating into heaven, and enrolling or numbering among the saints or gods; the ceremony 
of the apotheosis of an emperor. 
3. The benediction of the elements in the eucharist; the act of setting apart and blessing the elements in the 
communion. 


