Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
First Sunday of Christmas – December 28, 2025  10:30am

Christmas Carols -  Our Annual Hymn Sing

Worship Assistant, Paul Manson and Reader, Candy Barkan

*PRELUDE				

*WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS       WORSHIP ASSISTANT
TODAY, AS WE ENJOY ALL THE SINGING. PLEASE STAY SEATED, EXCEPT FOR THE FIRST SONG, THE OFFERING SONG, AND THE LAST SONG, “JOY TO THE WORLD.”  LISTEN TO THE WORDS OF EACH SONG.

* SONG   “ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH”  ELW 289 VERSES 1 & 2
PUBLIC DOMAIN
1.ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH, SWEETLY SINGING O’ER THE PLAINS, AND THE MOUNTAINS IN REPLY, ECHOING THEIR JOYOUS STRAINS. GLO-RI-A IN 
EX-CEL-SIS DE-O; GLO-RI-A IN EX-CEL-SIS DE-O.	

2.SHEPHERDS, WHY THIS JUBILEE? WHY YOUR JOYOUS STRAINS PROLONG?
WHAT THE GLADSOME TIDINGS BE WHICH INSPIRE YOUR HEAV’NLY SONG?	
GLO-RI-A IN EX-CEL-SIS DE-O; GLO-RI-A IN EX-CEL-SIS DE-O.

* DIALOGUE                   WORSHIP ASSISTANT
Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world.
By day and night he shines for all to see.
Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty
that the world may see the justice and richness of God.
God so loved the world that God sent Jesus,
so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life.
Jesus is the light of the world.
Jesus is the light of our lives.
Sing to God a new song!
A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world.

Peace                Worship Assistant
The Peace of Christ be with you Always.  And also with you.

Please stay in your seat and wave the peace of Christ to one another.
 
OPENING PRAYER     WORSHIP ASSISTANT
Let us pray. Gracious God of heaven and earth, you have thrown a lifeline to us in our darkness— a beam of light that shines through Jesus. Though born in a manger, he is the firstborn of all creation. Though crucified on a cross, he is the Lord of life. Fill us with the wonder and joy of his presence in the world and in our hearts. Amen.

LESSONS AND CAROLS 
[bookmark: _Hlk214973036]Musical Response: 		“O Little Town of Bethlehem” ELW 279 vs. 1
Public Domain
1	O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
	Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;
	yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light.
	The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

Luke 1:26-35, 38                           Reader
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

Musical Response: 		“O Little Town of Bethlehem” ELW 279 vs. 2
Public Domain
2	For Christ is born of Mary, and, gathered all above
	while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond'ring love. O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth,
	and praises sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth!

[bookmark: _Hlk214973578]Matthew 1:18-25                    Reader
  18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
 23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son,
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,”
which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife 25 but had no marital relations with her until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus.

Musical Response: 	“O Little Town of Bethlehem” ELW 279 vs. 3
Public Domain
3	How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv'n!
	So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav'n.
	No ear may hear his coming; but, in this world of sin,
	where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.

[bookmark: _Hlk214972526]
Matthew 2:1-11                     Reader
1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet:
 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah,
 for from you shall come a ruler
  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ”
  7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

Musical Response:  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 	ELW 279 vs. 4
Public Domain
4	O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
	cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.
	We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
	oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!

John 1:1-14                            Reader
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.
  6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
  10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
  14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

The Reading of God’s Holy Word. Thanks be to God.

[bookmark: _Hlk214976073]OFFERING            WORSHIP ASSISTANT
OUR MONTHLY MISSION FOR DECEMBER IS FOR “THE COLLABORATION.”  LET US GIVE TO GOD WHAT HE HAS FIRST GIVEN TO US.

SPECIAL MUSIC BY JARED

OFFERING HYMN TO BE SUNG WHILE THE OFFERING IS RETURNED TO THE ALTAR.
“O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL”     ELW 283   SING THE REFRAIN ONLY, SING TWICE
PUBLIC DOMAIN
O COME, LET US ADORE HIM, O COME, LET US ADORE HIM, O COME, LET US ADORE HIM, CHRIST THE LORD!
O COME, LET US ADORE HIM, O COME, LET US ADORE HIM, O COME, LET US ADORE HIM, CHRIST THE LORD!

“O COME, O COME EMMANUEL”                      ELW 257 VERSES 1 AND 2
ONE LICENSE A-700000
1.O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL, AND RANSOM CAPTIVE ISRAEL, THAT MOURNS IN LONELY EXILE HERE UNTIL THE SON OF GOD APPEAR. REJOICE! REJOICE! EMMANUEL SHALL COME TO YOU, O ISRAEL.

2. O COME, O WISDOM FROM ON HIGH, EMBRACING ALL THINGS FAR AND NIGH:
IN STRENGTH AND BEAUTY COME AND STAY; TEACH US YOUR WILL AND GUIDE
OUR WAY. REJOICE! REJOICE! EMMANUEL SHALL COME TO YOU, O ISRAEL.



“SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT”             ELW 281 VERSES 1 AND 2
PUBLIC DOMAIN
1.SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT! ALL IS CALM, ALL IS BRIGHT ROUND YON VIRGIN MOTHER AND CHILD. HOLY INFANT, SO TENDER AND MILD, SLEEP IN HEAVENLY PEACE, SLEEP IN HEAVENLY PEACE.

2.SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT! SHEPHERDS QUAKE AT THE SIGHT; GLORIES STREAM FROM HEAVEN AFAR, HEAVENLY HOSTS SING, AL-LE-LU-IA! CHRIST,
THE SAVIOR, IS BORN!  CHRIST, THE SAVIOR, IS BORN!

RESPONSIVE PRAYER      WORSHIP ASSISTANT
It is you, loving God, who lights our path with truth.
Your Word, Jesus, is truth.
In his light, draw all to the manger
to gather in wonder with the shepherds.
In his light, draw all to the manger
to kneel in reverence with the wise ones.
In his light, draw all to the manger
to sing for joy with the angels.
In the brightness of his life
cast away the darkness of injustice, poverty, and hunger in the world.
It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way.
In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life.
Amen.
 
LORD’S PRAYER             WORSHIP ASSISTANT                  ELW PAGE 208
LET US PRAY THE PRAYER JESUS TAUGHT US TO PRAY.
OUR FATHER, WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY NAME, THY KINGDOM COME, THY WILL BE DONE, ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN.  GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD; AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES, AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US, AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL.  FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, AND THE POWER, AND THE GLORY, FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN.
 



BLESSING             WORSHIP ASSISTANT
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow!
Praise God, all creatures here below!
You are the shepherds telling the story.
We tell it in the streets and across the land.
You are the wise ones worshiping with thanksgiving.
We worship with gifts of song and service, talents and treasures.
You are the angels announcing peace.
We live with joy and go now in peace.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
 
SENDING SONG				“Joy to the World” 			ELW 267
Public Domain
1	Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
	Let earth receive her king;
	let ev'ry heart prepare him room
	and heav'n and nature sing,
	and heav'n and nature sing,
	and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.

3	No more let sin and sorrow grow
	nor thorns infest the ground;
	he comes to make his blessings flow
	far as the curse is found,
	far as the curse is found,
	far as, far as the curse is found.

4	He rules the world with truth and grace
	and makes the nations prove
	the glories of his righteousness
	and wonders of his love,
	and wonders of his love,
	and wonders, wonders of his love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
*Dismissal:                    Worship Assistant
Jesus is with us always, do not be afraid.
Let us live in His peace. Amen

Prayers and Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons
Excerpts from “God Is in the Manger: Reflections on Advent and Christmas” by Dietrich Bonhoeffer (Author), Jana Riess (Compiler, Editor), O. C. Dean Jr. (Translator), Westminster John Knox Press, 2010
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