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Beyond the Manger: God with Us S{EZ9}: {ES5EAIEE

£3C: Matthew & K8 2:13-23
Introduction 5| &
We love our Christmas tree. For the past two years, Clarice and | had a miniature tabletop tree.
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But this year, we got a regular size, 6 feet tall Christmas tree. It is an artificial tree, but still.
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We got it on sale at Canadian Tire, so that's awesome in this economy. It comes with preinstalled lights
It makes our home feel really warm and festive.
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It also doubles as a soother of sort for our daughter Aletheia. When she is fuzzy, we show her the lighted up
tree, and she usually calms down. So yes, our Christmas tree is pretty great.
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But | know that after the Christmas season is over, the tree will have to come down. It will have to be
dismantled, put it a box, and stored away.
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For Filipinos, this might be as late as just before Valentine's Day, I'm told. For everyone else, maybe a little
sooner. But regardless, eventually, the tree will have to come down, as it should. #E& AT, XFEREAM S, X
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Eventually, we will have to journey past the warm glow of the Christmas season back to the reality of our
everyday life A1 2 A W R IR S, IR H W TG LS.

Our passage this morning knows this, too. Matthew's Gospel does not let us stay forever in the warm glow of
the manger scene. 4 RINACFFEFRZBMH .  (GARMEHE) AERNKEITRE S s iR s

The angels' songs to the shepherds and the Magi's worship are glorious and beautiful. But after they left, the
story takes a dark turn as we are presented with the reality of this broken world.
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This passage is often overlooked in Christmas readings. We do not see this story on Christmas cards.
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It is heavy, uncomfortable, and heartbreaking. Family being displaced, children suffer, and evil wins for a time.
BEUVHE., SANER. SN0, KEREKIT, ZEMZ A, SN,

Yet it is recorded in Scripture for a profound reason. To show us the very real world that Jesus enters into our
world. To show us that he is Emmanuel, God with us.
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Verses 13-15 3 13-15 7

The passage begins with urgency. "Get up, take the child and his mother and escape to Eqypt.” (v.13)
RBEAOVRERWRIAEK: R, WEZ AR ER kL 7 (B13 1)

Notice that there's no time to do anything. No time to ponder and evaluate. No time to plan and double check.
No time to gather and pack things. #&F &, I C ot i — o BB . Toi i % &R eliida 173,



An angel of the Lord appears to Joseph in a dream and the message is clear. Leave. Now. Tonight. Herod is
coming for the child. B AL E LA ) 2085 BB, (S5 2IEMT ARG BT, S2Zl. %K. fEFIRERXEZT.

Can you even imagine that moment? The atmosphere, the tension. Joseph wakes Mary in the darkness telling
her that they have to leave home now.
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She's most likely still recovering from childbirth. Baby Jesus is only weeks old. They have just received visitors
bearing extravagant gifts. R AT REILTE W5 . 22 LERSRA H A LR o AR TN A I iy SR B ALY VT %5
And now they're told to become refugees, to flee to a foreign country, to leave everything behind
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From the opening verses of today's passage, we learn two things about our God.
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One, that God's protection does not always look like what we expect. Often, we want his protection to mean for
us comfort, stability, and staying put.

H—, EWRRIPARDAE AT . JATHE D B i R 2%, BRES%/E.

We want the angel of the Lord to say, “Don't worry, I'll put a wall of protection around your house.”
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But instead, his protection comes through disruption. Through a midnight escape. Through becoming
homeless in a foreign land. Even the King of Kings becomes a refugee. Let that sink in for a moment.
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Two, that God's way forward requires total obedience in difficult circumstances. Joseph didn't get to debate
the wisdom of the plan. He didn't get to consult with the elders of the village or take a vote.

He had to trust and obey in the middle of the night, with incomplete information, heading into uncertainty.
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How many of us are waiting for perfect clarity before we obey? Al 145 £ /b N SAE 545 75 50 B A IR ?
How many of us want God's will to make complete sense before we act?
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How many of us want God's command to align with our comfort before we move?
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Joseph shows us that faith often moves before understanding arrives. That sometimes obedience means
getting up in the dark and just start walking.
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He didn't know how long they would be in Egypt. fli R &E AT SRR K IZH LA .

He didn't know how they would survive there At R & A 140 78 31 ) LAETE R 2.

He didn't know if Herod's soldiers would catch them on the road fli AN J1IE A B 1) - e RS 7E g Big EAbAT.
But he knew God had spoken and that was enough fEAf%niE b4 EAE, X2 T .

And notice this, Joseph's obedience didn't just save his own family. His total obedience to God preserved the
Messiah. 1=, LTS MIMRRAERR 7 A ZREE, AR ) SR AR DR 42 T IR FE V. o

His willingness to be disrupted, to be displaced, and to be put in difficulty meant that God's entire redemptive
plan could move forward. fb H EEA&ASZ AU . eSS I, 3 BR8-S DA .

Your obedience matters more than you know. The effects of your faithfulness extend far beyond what you can
see JRIBAR L /RAE R BE E 22, RO R S RS B VR BT e TR LI



So here is the question: JE4 b @ik T -

What is God asking you to do that you've been putting off because it doesn't feel safe? What act of obedience
have you been postponing until you have more information, more resources, more confidence?
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Maybe this is his call to you once again as we enter a new year. "Get up. It's time to move”
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Verses 16-18 3 16-18 5

But we know that while the holy family escapes, others do not. "When Herod realized that he had been

outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who
were two years old and under.” (v.16)
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This is the part of the Christmas story we don't talk about very much. This is what gets left out of songs and

carols. The massacre of innocent children.
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Herod, paranoid and insecure, lashing out at a threat he cannot control. If he can't find the one child, he'll kill

them all. Better to murder dozens of innocent children than risk losing his throne.
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It is through this atrocity that we see how the incarnation has consequences. When the light enters the

darkness, the darkness doesn't just disappear quietly. It fights back in the darkest kind of way.
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Matthew then quotes Jeremiah:  "A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping

for her children and refusing to be comforted, because they are no more." (v.18) This is one of the most

haunting verses in all of Scripture.
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As a new parent, | read this passage now with a newfound sense of horror and grief. Rachel, representing the

mothers of Bethlehem, weeping, inconsolable, refusing comfort, because her children are dead.
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Matthew doesn't try to explain away the horror. He doesn't offer easy answers. He doesn't say, "Well, it was

all part of God's plan so really it's fine"”
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No! He acknowledges the legitimate, unanswered grief. He lets the mothers of Bethlehem weep. This is so

important for us to understand. The gospel does not leave out the suffering.
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The world is sinful, broken, violent. Jesus entered into it anyway. And his coming didn't immediately fix

everything. We live in a world where children still die. Where violence still erupts. Where people still suffer.
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And because of this, sometimes we're discouraged. We are tempted to think that God doesn't care

Or that our faith is pointless. IEF Wik, FATHB KOS AZEREE B R TEA RS, B EMZETLE X



But Matthew shows us that God never promised to remove all suffering before Christ returns. He promised
something different /55 KR FA 138 b7 AR 78 FB TR AT W s — D00, #r N 10 RN VR #R AN TA] o

That he would enter into the suffering with us. That he would weep with us. That he would know our pain. The
Christmas story includes the pain and suffering. It has to because that's the world Jesus came to save.
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Today, maybe you're angry at God. Something terrible has happened, and the Christmas joy feels like a cruel
joke A H, BRVFRIEXS B PMuiss. A al RS RAE T, R0k 1 AR

Maybe you lost someone this year. Maybe you received a devastating diagnosis. Maybe your marriage fell
apart. Maybe your child walked away from the faith. Maybe you're watching evil triumph in our society.
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H g AERAEAE 275345, And in all of this you're thinking, "/f God is good and powerful, why didn't he stop it?"
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This passage does not give easy answers, but it does show us two important truths. First, we are allowed to
grieve and mourn. We don't have to always be okay. Notice that Matthew doesn't say, "Rachel wept for just a
little bit and then remembered that God works all things for good”
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No! She is refusing to be comforted. Her children are dead. And Matthew lets that stand for as long as it
takes. God doesn't shame us for grieving. He doesn't demand that we put on a happy face and pretend that
everything is fine. A2 ! a8l WM T Cili. SRAEMRXRIGEFEEZ AT IY;, i A AT
110 25 5 FATHIANBER FATIRBN L, B — VI 224t

Second, we see that God is there in the midst of our pain. This is true. When we ask “where are you, Lord?”He
is right there with us. Our God does not remain distant from suffering. He enters into it fully. He bears it.
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This same Jesus who escaped Herod's sword will later submit to Pilate’s cross on our behalf. The blameless
Son of God would later willingly die an excruciating and humiliating death bearing the sin of the world on his
back. XAz i A E TJ SRR, 5ROy T IRATH EE R TR 2 2R, R bz T, Rk AR AR
HEBRIT, KRR L.

| think this changes how we respond to suffering. We don't have to try to explain away the horror of our
broken world. We don't always have to have all the answers to evil. T\ XA 7 RATH A2 MR TR FRATA
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But we can point to a God who does not stay away at a safe distant from pain and suffering.
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We can point to a Savior who knows what it means to lose people, to watch injustice prevail, to experience the
darkness of a fallen world.
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If you're in a season of grief right now, | want you to know this. Your anger and confusion and pain don't
separate you from God's love.

EARIE SR ZETT, EICEIR TR RIS, NBSEE, ASibiRSHrERL.

You don't have to pretend to be okay. You don't have to rush to resurrection before you've lived through Good
Friday. Jesus is there with you /RAN L im$E a8, AUFEL P2 H 2T, MEaTHiE. RS RIELE.



He can handle your questions. He can hold your rage. He's big enough for your doubt.
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Verses 19-23 2 19-23 5

Eventually, Herod dies. The angel appears to Joseph again. "Get up, take the child and his mother and go to
the land of Israel, for those who were trying to take the child’s life are dead" (v.20)
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So they go. But when Joseph hears that Herod's son Archelaus is ruling in Judea, he's afraid.
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Another dream, another warning, another redirect. X —/M4588, X —k#R, X—k$E5l.

They ended up instead in Nazareth, a small town in Galilee flf/ 152 E15k 2] 7 AR i — > NE— 108

Think about what this means for a minute. Years have passed in Egypt. The baby has become a toddler,
maybe a young boy. iEAE— X EHREN 4. ERENS AR, 2)LOKSEM P EE, surc 220 F,
They've most likely built some kind of life there. Joseph probably found work. Maybe they made friends.
Maybe they learned the language.
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And then suddenly, they're told to go back. But they can't go home to Bethlehem. They have to go somewhere
else. To Nazareth, a nothing town. SR RAR[A], ABATHE & I AUR Al (EARATTTCIE I 2w 2 A FE . Ahfi 205 5
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A place so insignificant that later people will ask “Can anything good come from Nazareth?" (John 1:46)
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As we come to the end of our text, we learn one more thing about our God. That his plans often involve
detours, delays, and destinations we wouldn't have chosen for ourselves. 4 AT B L4 I ER, AEF| T
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Joseph and Mary probably didn't plan to raise Jesus in Egypt. They didn't plan to settle in Nazareth. But God
was working through every unexpected turns to accomplish his purposes.
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So today, how many of us are frustrated because life hasn't gone according to our plans?
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How many of us feel stuck in places we never intended to be, doing things we never thought we would do?
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How many of us look at our lives and think “7his isn't what | signed up for?"
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Joseph could have said the same thing. "/ signed up to be a carpenter in Bethlehem, not a refugee in Egypt. ”
‘I signed up for a normal life, not this constant upheaval"ZyZEAT] LLUXFESE:  “BRAZEMRIELSARIE, SEHEN
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But he remained attentive to God's voice. He stayed obedient even when the path made no sense.

And through his faithfulness, God accomplished the salvation of the world.
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So let me ask you this as you enter into 2026 .34, 4RB N 2026 2 br, i AAK:
What would it look like for you to stop fighting your current circumstances?
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What would it look like for you to start asking God what he wants to teach you where you are in life right now?
AR IFIRR ) b — — AR AR 2 NAE BB th BURT 4, N2 BRI R A2

What would change if you viewed this difficult season not as a mistake or a punishment, but as a detour God is
taking you on?# VR AN FRREX AR AE R 5 i B BRAETT, TREVE B Sl SURIIE R 2 B8, X o tnfa i3 ?

What if God has you exactly where you need to be, even if it's not where you want to be?
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Conclusion %51t

Christmas doesn't end with a manger scene. It doesn't end with wise men worshipping and angels singing. It
continues through the uncertainty of Egypt. Through the tears of Bethlehem. Through the obscurity and scorn
of Nazareth.
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The Christmas story is glorious, but it comes at great cost. &t s FRAMELE, HFEREE TR

The King who came at Christmas is a King who knows suffering. He knows displacement. He knows what it's
like to be hunted, hated, misunderstood. He knows what it's like when life doesn't go according to plan. When
the path forward is unclear.

FUEREIR I E £, RERIE SRR £ AT S R HER, iR oa . IR, IR R,

M B 2N A S TE N U TC R, 2 AT R RV AT

And he came anyway. And that's the gospel. That's the good news. God didn't wait for the world to be safe
and comfortable before he entered it.
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He came into the mess, into the violence, into the uncertainty MuzE#HEEL, EHERS, EFHERI.

He came as a vulnerable baby, to vulnerable parents, in a vulnerable time.
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He came not just to be with us in the joy, but to be with us in the tears.
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Not just to celebrate with us, but also to suffer with us. AN SIRATER, B E 5HRAFZE .

Not just to lead us home eventually, but to walk with us through this long journey here on earth.
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Through all the detours and delays and unexpected destinations fEFERATE G ER. iR 5 REAMIZL 5.

So as we journey through the Christmas season into the new year, let's remember the whole story.
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Let's remember that following Jesus doesn't mean everything will be easy.
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But it does mean we'll never walk alone fHiX &k A TR AT FT4T

It means that no matter where we go, no matter what we face, we follow a King who has been there before us.
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The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.i& 7 A5, {EFEFRATHE .

The light has entered the darkness and the darkness has not, cannot, will not overcome it.
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Amen Fi4i7.



