
The First Sunday of Christmas 
Service of Holy Communion  

and Lessons and Carols 
December 28, 2025 

 
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Traditional Worship 9:30 a.m. 
*-the congregation is invited to stand 

 
God gathers us in unity.                                                  GATHERING 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
INTRODUCTION 
The angel said to [the shepherds], “Do not be afraid; for see—I 
am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ, 
the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11). 
As we gather we hear again the good news the angels 
proclaimed: God has come for all people through the birth of 
the one named Jesus. Through Bethlehem’s manger God 
comes into the chaos, messiness, and vulnerability of the 
world. In all things and at all times, we rejoice that God comes 
to save us and reigns in love. We come to adore Jesus who is 
Savior, Christ, and Lord. 
Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 
 
PRELUDE  
 In the Bleak Midwinter        arr. Hartman 

Emily Hartman – piano, Kristopher Hartman - trumpet 
 
The assembly stands as able. 
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Amid the troubles and fears of this world, let us confess our sin 
and welcome God’s forgiveness, grace, and love. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection 
 



Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus. 
Forgive our lack of faith and trust. 
Your Son was born in the poverty of a stable. 
Forgive our neglect of the poor. 
The shepherds left their flocks and went to Bethlehem. 
Forgive our selfishness and complacency. 
With great joy the angels proclaimed, “Do not fear. For I bring 
you good news of great joy. Today is born a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord.” 
In ☩ Jesus, who is Savior, Christ, and Lord, our sins are 
forgiven. May you know the peace which the angels sang from 
the heavens. Indeed, God’s forgiveness is good news of great 
joy! 
Amen. 
 
 
*GATHERING CAROL 
 It Came upon the Midnight Clear      ELW#282 

Vs 1 & 4 
 

*GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
*CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

Angels We Have Heard on High ELW#289 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity 
of human nature and yet more wonderfully restored it. In your 
mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share 
our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
The assembly may be seated. 
 
 
 
 



LESSONS AND CAROLS 
 

THE BIRTH OF JESUS 
OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY – Isaiah 12:2-6 
2Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, 
for the LORD GOD is my strength and my might; he has become 
my salvation. 3With joy you will draw water from the wells of 
salvation. 
4And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the LORD, call on 
his name; make known his deeds among the nations; proclaim 
that his name is exalted. 5Sing praises to the LORD, for he has 
done gloriously; let this be known in all the earth. 6Shout aloud 
and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your midst is the 
Holy One of Israel. 
The Word of the Lord.    
Thanks be to God. 
 
NEW TESTAMENT FULFILLMENT – Matthew 1:18-21 
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. 
When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before 
they lived together, she was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and 
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss 
her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your 
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She 
will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save 
his people from their sins.” 
Word of God. Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
CAROL  
 Love Has Come       ELW#292 

 
THE GOOD NEWS OF DELIVERANCE 

OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY – Isaiah 61:1-3, 11 
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has 
anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the 
oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to 
the captives, and release to the prisoners; 2to proclaim the year 
of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to 



comfort all who mourn; 3to provide for those who mourn in 
Zion— to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of 
gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a 
faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the 
planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 11For as the earth 
brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in 
it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and 
praise to spring up before all the nations. 
The Word of the Lord.    
Thanks be to God. 
 
NEW TESTAMENT FULFILLMENT – John 1:19-23, 29-34 
19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent 
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are 
you?” 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am 
not the Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you 
Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He 
answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us 
have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about 
yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet 
Isaiah said. 
29The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, 
“Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
30This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 
ahead of me because he was before me.’ 31I myself did not know 
him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he 
might be revealed to Israel.” 32And John testified, “I saw the 
Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on 
him. 33I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to 
baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit 
descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy 
Spirit.’ 34And I myself have seen and have testified that this is 
the Son of God.” 
Word of God. Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God. 

The assembly stands as able. 

*CAROL  
 In the Bleak Midwinter      ELW#294 

Vs 1 & 2 
The assembly may be seated. 



THE CALL OF SERVANTS BY GOD 
OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY – Isaiah 6:1-8 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a 
throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the 
temple. 2Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six 
wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they 
covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3And one called to 
another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the 
whole earth is full of his glory.” 4The pivots on the thresholds 
shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled 
with smoke. 5And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man 
of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet 
my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 6Then one of 
the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken 
from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7The seraph touched my 
mouth with it and said: “Now that this has touched your lips, 
your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” 8Then I 
heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” 
The Word of the Lord.    
Thanks be to God. 
 
NEW TESTAMENT FULFILLMENT – Luke 1:26-35 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a 
town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man 
whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s 
name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 
favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much 
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 
might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He 
will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and 
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 
David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of 
his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, 
“How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, 
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 
holy; he will be called Son of God. 
Word of God. Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God. 



CAROL  
 Away in a Manger              ELW#278 

 
THE PRESENTATION 

OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY – Isaiah 53:1-6 
Who has believed what we have heard? And to whom has the 
arm of the LORD been revealed? 2For he grew up before him like 
a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no 
form or majesty that we should look at him, nothing in his 
appearance that we should desire him. 3He was despised and 
rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with 
infirmity; and as one from whom others hide their faces he was 
despised, and we held him of no account. 
4Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; 
yet we accounted him stricken, struck down by God, and 
afflicted. 5But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed 
for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made us 
whole, and by his bruises we are healed. 6All we like sheep 
have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and 
the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
The Word of the Lord.    
Thanks be to God. 
 
NEW TESTAMENT FULFILLMENT – Luke 2:21-39 
21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the 
child; and he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel 
before he was conceived in the womb. 22When the time came 
for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it 
is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be 
designated as holy to the Lord”), 24and they offered a sacrifice 
according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of 
turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 
25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; 
this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 
death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the 
Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary 
under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, 
saying, 



29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
according to your word; 30for my eyes have seen your 
salvation, 31which you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to 
your people Israel.” 
33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was 
being said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to 
his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the 
rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—
and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of 
the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her 
husband seven years after her marriage, 37then as a widow to 
the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped 
there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment 
she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the 
child to all who were looking for the redemption of 
Jerusalem. 39When they had finished everything required by 
the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town 
of Nazareth. 
Word of God. Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
CAROL  
 What Child Is This         ELW#296 

Vs 1 
 
 
 
*THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The Leader prays for the church/world and all in need. 
Each prayer concludes: 
God of grace, 
Hear our prayer.  
 
*THE PEACE 
As the angels sing glory to God in the highest and peace to 
God’s people on earth, may the peace of the Lord be with you 
always. 
And also with you. 



During this flu season and the ongoing pandemic, we remind 
you that it is appropriate to greet each other and pass the peace 
verbally rather than have hand contact, which helps to transmit 
the flu virus. We likewise remind you to use the hand sanitizers 
that are available in each pew, upon arrival and throughout the 

service as needed. 
 
OFFERING 

We respond to the grace given us by sharing our gifts with 
others through the offering. Today’s offering supports the 

ongoing ministry of Grace church. 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING 
 Gesu Bambino             Rick Walters 

Emily Hartman – piano, Kristopher Hartman - trumpet 
  

 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ                          MEAL 
 
*SETTING THE TABLE      

Good Christian Friends Rejoice       vs 1 ELW#288 

 
 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we 
have offered. Join our hearts with the song of the angels, and 
gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen us to share 
with all the world the abundance of your grace upon grace, 
poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. Amen. 



*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have 
opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your 
glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn 
to love the God whom we cannot see. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

 
*SANCTUS  Of the Father's Love Begotten Vs 4&5   ELW#295 

 



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy are you, O God,  
 and blessed is your Son, Jesus Christ. 
As Mary and Joseph went from Galilee to Bethlehem  
 and there found no room, 
 so Jesus went from Galilee to Jerusalem 
 and was despised and rejected. 
As in the poverty of a stable Jesus was born, 
 so by the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection 
 you gave birth to your church, 
 delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 
 and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 
As your Word became flesh,  

born of a woman, on that night long ago, 
 so on the night in which he gave himself up for us 
 he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, 
 gave it to his disciples, and said: 
 “Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.” 
When the supper was over, he took the cup, 
 gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
 “Drink from this, all of you; 
 this is my blood of the new covenant, 
 poured out for you and for many 
 for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus 
Christ, 
 we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving  

as a holy and living sacrifice, 
 in union with Christ’s offering for us,  

as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, 
 that, held and nourished by you, 
 we may live as your children,  

shining with the light of your Son. 
Come Holy Spirit. 
Through him all glory and honor are yours, 
 Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
 in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
Amen. 



*LORD'S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
*DOXOLOGY  
 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow ELW#885 

 
 
*INVITATION 
Glory to God in the highest! 
Come to the table of peace. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
The assembly is seated.  
Those communing in their seats and at home are led through 
each element.  
 
*BLESSING AND PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace.  Amen. 
 
Let us pray. God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table 
with gifts of grace, truth, and life. As you have gathered us in 
joy, send us forth as messengers of your peace. Make us shine 
with the good news of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 



God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world           SENDING 
 

*BLESSING 
May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, 
the obedience of Joseph, 
the joy of the angels, 
the eagerness of the shepherds, 
and the everlasting peace of Jesus 
who is Savior, Christ, and Lord. 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you and keep you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

*SENDING CAROL  
 Brightest and Best of the Stars            ELW#303 

Vs 1 & 2 
  

*DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve our Savior, Christ and Lord. 
Thanks be to God.   
 
POSTLUDE 
 Go Tell It!            Wesley Work Jr. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

This Week at Grace: Dec. 27- Jan. 2, 2026 
The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God.  
   

The Bulletins & Mailings are given to the Glory of God. 
We hold in prayer especially this week…. 
Larry Hoffman, Carolyn Houck, Cheryl A., Elaine & Ed 
Klemmer, Russ Weber, Wendell Mortenson, Howard Lauver, Halie Osswald, Barry 
Fenicle, Beverly Earhart, Amy Vogel, Alice M., and Dean Jury.  

SERVING TODAY IN WORSHIP 

 Presiding Minister ........................................... The Rev. Chad Butz 
 Assisting Minister ..................................................... Randy Easton 
 Acolyte .................................................................. Nathan Robison 
 Lector ...........................................................................Bill Robison 
 Communion Assistants .....................Keith Snavely, Bonnie Barton 
 Sound ........................................................................ Bryan Weber 
 Director of Music ............................................. Kristopher Hartman 
 Organist ................................................................. Emily Hartman 
 Technology Operator ...................................................... Chris Jury 
  
 



Holiday Closings 
Grace’s Giving Pantry will be closed on Wednesday, December 31. There will be no 
Quilting Ministry or Bible Study on Tuesday, December 30. The Church office will be 
closed Wednesday, December 31 and Thursday, January 1, 2026. Pastor Chad will be 
out of the office Monday, December 29 – Friday, January 2 but will be available for 
pastoral emergencies. 
Christmas Poinsettia 
If you sponsored a poinsettia, you are welcome to take it home after the 9pm Christmas 
Eve service on December 24 or following worship on Sunday, December 28. If you 
would prefer to have your poinsettia delivered to one of our homebound members 
instead, please kindly inform the office by 9am on Monday, December 29. Thank you 
very much for your kindness and cooperation..  
ELCA Good Gift Ornaments 
The ELCA Good Gift Ornaments in a price range from $10-$150 located on the 
Christmas Tree in the Narthex will be available through the 2nd Sunday of Christmas, 
January 4, 2026. Just remove from the tree in the narthex and return it with payment in 
the offering or drop in the mail slot in the church office door. Payment for the ELCA 
Good Gift Ornaments cannot be made online.   
Family Promise at Grace 
Family Promise will be at Grace the week of December 28 – January 4, 2026. During 
that week volunteers are needed to provide meals, host meals, and drive the van from 
the church and Day Center. If you are interested in helping you can find out more about 
what is required for each of these duties and sign up to volunteer on the website at 
https://www.gracecamphill.org/events/family- 
promise-grace/2025-12-28. For more information regarding Family Promise please 
contact Susan Ryder at susan@familypromisehcr.org. 
Check out the new Merchandise Store for Grace 
Looking for some Grace swag?  Check out our new merchandise store 
at https://www.bonfire.com/store/grace-camp-hill-merch/ or use the QR 
code.  You can find hats, clothing (with Grace’s purpose on the back) 
and water bottles.  What a great way to support Grace and start a 
conversation.  

End-Of-Year Giving Reminder 
Thank you for your faithful and generous support of our ministries this 
year! As the end of the year is approaching, please note that all 
contributions intended for 2025 tax-year credit need to be either 
received at the church or postmarked by December 31, 2025. 
Online giving needs to be entered by December 31, 2025. With your 
support we can continue to share Christ’s love, serve our neighbors, 
and strengthen the Church for God’s mission in the world. 

Winter Weather Policy 
During the work week, Monday thru Friday, Grace follows the closings of the West 
Shore School District. If the school is closed, the office and all activities that day are 
closed and cancelled. Weekend worship cancellation are determined by the Pastor and 
Council President. Cancellations will be posted on CBS 21 and ABC 27, as well as 
Grace’s Facebook page and website. 
  

mailto:susan@familypromisehcr.org
https://www.bonfire.com/store/grace-camp-hill-merch/


Pastoral Assistance or At Home Communion 
If you need pastoral assistance or to request At Home Communion, please contact 
Pastor Chad (717-737-0439x10 or pastorchad@gracecamphill.org). If you need a 
pastoral emergency outside of normal working hours you can contact Pastor Chad on 
his mobile phone at 610-297-2514. A pastoral emergency would be a death, or life-
threatening circumstances. 

Welcome to Our Church Cards 
If you are visiting with us today, please take a moment to complete one of the “Welcome 
to Our Church” cards found in both narthexes, the library and the pews.  We’d love to 
hear from you.  
 
Good News from Grace articles are due by 12noon on the 15th of the month for the 
next month’s newsletter. Grace Notes information is due by 12noon on Tuesdays. 
Email to ddeppen@gracecamphill.org 
 
Calendar 
12/27 5:00pm Sabbath Service of Holy Communion in Barkley Chapel 
12/28 9:00am 

 
9:30am 

Coffee Hour w/Chris Jury  
(After worship from 10:30 – 11:00am, too) 
Service of Holy Communion in Sanctuary  

12/29 7:00pm Scout Troop 54 & Cub Scout Pack 54 Meeting 
12/30  NO Quilting Ministry 

NO Bible Study 
12/31  Grace Office Closed 

 
1/1/2026  Happy New Year 

Grace Office Closed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:ddeppen@gracecamphill.org


Our Story 

Matthew 25:35-40: For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was 
sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited 
me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that 
we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger 
and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when 
was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the 
king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the 
least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’” 
 
The purpose of Grace Lutheran Church is to make a difference 
by serving others through God’s love and our faith 
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Grace Church Staff 
Senior Pastor ........................................................ The Rev. Chad Butz 
 610.297.2514 (cell); pastorchad@gracecamphill.org 
Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministry ................... Ethan Lentz 

Ethan.Lentz@gracecamphill.org 
Director of Music ................................................. Kristopher Hartman 
 K.E.Hartman11@gmail.com 
Organist ...................................................................... Emily Hartman 
 K.E.Hartman11@gmail.com 
Office Administrator/Sexton ............................................... Chris Jury 

cjury@gracecamphill.org 
Administrative Specialist ................................................ Diane Deppen 

ddeppen@gracecamphill.org 
 
To contact the church office: 717.737.0439; office@gracecamphill.org 

Monday-Thursday 8:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 
Grace Lutheran Church * 1610 Carlisle Road *  

Camp Hill, Pennsylvania 17011 
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