Nativity of Our Lord

Christmas Eve
December 24, 2025
9:00 PM

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
*-the congregation is invited to stand

WELCOME TO GRACE

We are glad that you have joined us to herald the birth of Christ on this holy night. We
encourage worshippers to follow the service which is projected on the screen. However,
printed bulletins are provided to help guide you as well. If you have any difficulty
following along, just ask one of your neighbors.

PRELUDE
Make Room Casting Crowns
Abundant Grace
Christmas Lullaby Rutter, arr. Galle
The Galle Trio
God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen David Newell
Claire Pankake - saxophone
Angel Carol Lloyd Larson
Bells of Grace
In the Bleak Midwinter Holst, arr. Hartman
Emily Hartman - organ
Mary, Did You Know? Mark Lowry & Buddy Greene
Vocal Ensemble
God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen arr. Richard Walters
Sue Painter - flute
God gathers us in unity. GATHERING

The assembly stands as able.



*LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE

Tonight, we light the Christ candle, the large white candle in the
center of the Advent wreath. This candle radiates the hope of Jesus
Christ to all who are willing to receive it.

Here is good news of great joy, for all people:
God has rescued us from the domain of darkness,
and brought us into the realm of Christ,
in whom our release is secured,
and our sins are forgiven.
The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has never captured it.

The Christ candle is lit.

*PROCESSIONAL CAROL O Come, All Ye Faithful ELW#283
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, joy-ful and tri - um - phant! O

2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,

3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing im ex-ul - ta - ton,

4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, bom this hap - py morn - ing;
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come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
sing, all  ye cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee be . .. glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of  the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God . . .. ... the. high - est:
Word of  the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:
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Ve - ni-te a-do - re - mus, ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus,
O come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,
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O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!




*GREETING AND OPENING PRAYER

May good news of great joy be with you all.

And also with you.

Let us pray. Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with
the brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we
may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day
wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung, and preached. WORD

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
2The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness —
on them light has shined.
6For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
"His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SPECIAL MUSIC
Still, Still, Still Stempien & Turner
Tristan Abraham



PSALM CAROL

Joy to the World

ELW#267 (based on Psalm 96)

verses 1 & 4
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love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.

SECOND READING: Titus 2:11-14

11'The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all,
12training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in
the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright,
and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus
Christ. “He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem
us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own
who are zealous for good deeds.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION - CHORAL OFFERING
Go Tell It on the Mountain arr. Lloyd Larson
Grace Chancel Choir

The assembly stands as able.



*GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-20
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

IIn those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that
all the world should be registered. 2This was the first
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph
also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the
city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from
the house and family of David. SHe went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a

child. ®While they were there, the time came for her to deliver
her child. "And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there
was no place for them in the inn.

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields,
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the
Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. 19But the angel said to them, “Do
not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy
for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in
a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
14“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors

I5When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 1"When they
saw this, they made known what had been told them about
this child; 8and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as
it had been told them.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.
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SERMON

SPECIAL MUSIC
I Wonder as I Wander arr. Peggy Betcher
Bells of Grace

The assembly stands as able.

*RESPONSIVE PRAYER
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.

Blessed are you, Creator of the Universe.
You trust us with the earth.

Teach us to care for your creation,
and to share its resources with all.

Blessed are you, Prince of Peace.

You rule the earth with truth and justice.

Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world.

Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity.

Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day.
We pray especially for those on our prayer list,

and those known only in our hearts.

Blessed are you, Resurrected Christ.

You grow up to conquer the grave.

Give hope to all who mourn.

Give peace to those missing a loved one this holiday.

Blessed are you, Son of God.

You come among us as Emmanuel.

Go with us, all our days, and help us to tell others
of your good news in Jesus Christ. Amen.

*PEACE

As the angels sing glory to God in the highest and peace to
God’s people on earth, may the peace of the Lord be with you
always.

And also with you.

Share the peace with one another as a sign of forgiveness and
reconciliation.



The assembly is seated.

THE OFFERING

We respond to the grace given us by sharing our gifts with others
through the offering, which supports the ongoing ministries of Grace

church.

CHORAL OFFERING
The Coventry Carol

Grace Chancel Choir

arr. John Leavitt

Sue Painter - Flute
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ MEAL
The assembly stands as able.
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*OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God of heaven and earth, from the beginning, you
have called forth life, in which you take delight. The trees, the
fields, and the seas sing for joy. Bless now these gifts, received
from your bounty, that we may join the chorus of creation to

tell of your salvation from day to day.

Amen.



*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have
opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your
glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn
to love the God whom we cannot see.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

God Incarnate,
we bless you for creation,
for your faithfulness to your people,
and for Jesus Christ in whom your fullness dwells.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,
gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup,

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us. Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people. Fill us with you light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

*LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow ELW#885
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*INVITATION
A child has been born for us, a Son given to us.

Come, receive the gift of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly is seated.
Those communing in their seats and at home are led through each
element.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
Of the Father’s Love Begotten arr. Molly [james
Karen Jury

The assembly stands as able.

*BLESSING AND POST COMMUNION PRAYER

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace. Amen.

Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you for Jesus, who is our
heavenly food. Strengthened by this goodness, send us forth to
announce your peace, comfort the afflicted, and share the good
news of great joy. Amen.

*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST IN THE WORLD

Following the Litany and Prayer, the light is carried into the midst of

the congregation, representing the Light of Christ coming into the

world. Light your candle by tilting it towards the lighted candle.
Lighted candles are never tilted to prevent hot wax from

dripping.

*LITANY AND PRAYER

Arise, shine, dear people, for our Light has come!

Christ is the World’s true Light, on our paths and in our
lives.

Receive the light and let its warmth and glow be in your hearts
this night.

The glory of the Lord shines around us on this night.

God of bright and shining stars, may the light of the stars
which sparkled in those dark skies so long ago, again
illuminate our lives, guiding, healing, leading us to you. As we
gather in this time and place, hearing the story of the holy
birth, let the Light of Jesus penetrate our darkness of sin,
loneliness and turmoil, reminding us again that you are born
continually in our lives. In gratitude we offer our praise and
our love to you. Amen.



*CAROL “Silent Night, Holy Night!” ELW#281
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peace, sleep  in heav - en - ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at your birth.
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world SENDING

*BLESSING

The God of love, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, lavish you with
grace, illumine your path, and increase your joy, today and

always.
Amen.

Upon the conclusion of the blessing,
please blow out your candle using your hand as a shield.
Do not tip the candle until the wax has cooled.



*RECESSIONAL CAROL

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing ELW#270
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the new - born king;

2 Christ, by high - est heav'n a - dored, Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,

3 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righ - teous - ness!
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born king!”
*DISMISSAL

Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace.
Proclaim this good news and Merry Christmas!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Hal Hopson



SERVING TODAY IN WORSHIP

Presiding Minister ........ccocveuiiiieiinieniieieneenee. The Rev. Chad Butz
Assisting Minister.......cooiiiiiiiiiiii e Karen Galle
ACOLYLE oo Liam Barber
CrUCT T e Claire Pankake
Torch Bearers.......ccocveevenveniiniennennen. Nathan Robison, Raelyn Flook
Book Bearer ........ccoooviiiiiiiiiiiii Eden Pankake
LEC 0T et e Carolyn Houck
Communion Assistants ..........c.ceceueeee. Pat O’Neal, Susan Dickinson
SOUNA it Larry Hoffman
Director of MUSIC....cceuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiei e Kristopher Hartman
OrganiSt ... Emily Hartman
Technology Operator ......c.vueeiiiiiiiiiiiiieiee e Chris Jury
TrOmMbONE....iuiiiiiiiiiiiii e Zach Weber
French HOrn......ooiniiii e, Addie Weber
TIUMPEL et Hailey Weber
TUDA e Jillian Galle

Merry Christmas!

On behalf of the staff and congregation of Grace Lutheran Church, we wish
you a very blessed Christmas and a most joyous New Year.
May the peace of Christ assure you of God’s steadfast presence.
May the hope of Christ carry you through times of darkness into light.
May the love of Christ fill your heart with abundant gratitude.
May the light of Christ shine brightly in your life to be a beacon of light
and hope for those who live in darkness.

Merry Christmas from Pastor Chad Butz

Join us in worship to continue the celebration of the Birth of Jesus in
Word and Sacrament. All worship services offer Holy Communion.

e Saturday, December 27, 2025 at 5:00 pm
First Sunday of Christmas (abbreviated liturgy)
e Sunday, December 28, 2025 at 9:30 am
First Sunday of Christmas, Service of Lessons & Carols
e Saturday, January 3, 2026 at 5:00 pm
Epiphany of Our Lord (abbreviated liturgy)
e Sunday, January 4, 2026 at 9:30 am
Baptism of Our Lord

After the holidays, our regular worship schedule is:
e Saturdays in the chapel, 5:00 pm, abbreviated liturgy
e Sundays in the main sanctuary, 9:30 am, liturgy with Chancel
choir/bells




Our Story
Matthew 25:35-40: For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was

thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and
you welcomed me, 3°I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was
sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited

me.’ 3"Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that
we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you
something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger
and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 3°And when
was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 90And the
king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the
least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.””

The purpose of Grace Lutheran Church is to make a difference
by serving others through God’s love and our faith

Grace Church Staff

Senior Pastor ..o The Rev. Chad Butz
610.297.2514 (cell); pastorchad@gracecamphill.org

Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministry................... Ethan Lentz
Ethan.Lentz@gracecamphill.org

Director of MUSIC ..vvviiiiiiiiiiiie e Kristopher Hartman

K.E.Hartman1 l@gmail.com

OTrganiSt ..o Emily Hartman

K.E.Hartman1 l@gmail.com

Office Administrator/SexXton .......cccovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiians Chris Jury

cjury@gracecamphill.org
Administrative Specialist.........c.ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii Diane Deppen
ddeppen@gracecamphill.org

To contact the church office: 717.737.0439; office@gracecamphill.org
Monday-Thursday 8:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
Grace Lutheran Church * 1610 Carlisle Road *
Camp Hill, Pennsylvania 17011
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