Cornerstone UMC 
Watch Night-New Year’s Eve / New Year’s Day Worship
for Families, Friends, or Individual Worship
I have created this worship service for us to be used on New Year’s Eve, but it can also be used on New Year’s Day. Feel free to modify as needed for groups or individuals, etc.
God bless you! Pastor Cecilia Comer

Instructions: 
· If you are able, print this out for everyone so that they can have access to all of the elements they will need to be able to fully participate in worship. If printing is not possible, send it out via email if possible.
· One person should lead the group through this order of worship or if an individual, can guide themselves.
· Having a pen handy for those who will participate would be appropriate so that they can write down any revelations, notes, and pledges they make for this coming year.
· If possible, begin this service at 11:30pm. If not, then any time that is convenient.

Opening Greeting
Thank you for joining me in this of Worship as we prepare to move into a new year with God.

Opening Psalm
Hear now our opening Psalm, from Psalm 90:1-2 as it is read aloud: (Please read it aloud)
Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.
From Everlasting to everlasting, you are God.

Opening Prayer
Creative God, you make all things new in heaven and on earth. We come to You at the end of this year with some disappointments and unfinished business, and with some joys and successes as well. We close this year with some doubts and fears, and with some new wisdom and increased faith in You. As we come to the close of this year, we acknowledge that we have strengths, but we also have weaknesses; forgive us, we pray. Forgive us for the ways that we have sinned against you and others. Cleanse us. Heal us, and realign us with your righteousness. Give us a desire to follow you, in Jesus’ name.
Today, we offer You the disappointments, and ask You to heal our hearts from them in Jesus’ name.
We offer you our doubts, and ask You to give us wisdom from Your Word.
We offer You our fears and ask for increased faith in You.
We offer you our unfinished business and ask You to hold it that we may find rest and refreshment in You, and when it is time that You would order that which You have for us to do; and give us confidence that it is doable with You.
(pause)
We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Forgiving for Freedom in the New Year
As we enter this new year, we are committed to being free to joyfully worship and serve You, and to be blessed by You. So, we take the time now to forgive past hurts and grudges.
1. We will name the person.
2. Name the offense that we believe we did not deserve.
3. Name what we believe we deserved instead.
4. Choose to and declare forgiveness in Jesus’ name, 
because Jesus commands it of those whom He has forgiven.
5. We declare blessings over the person and over ourselves so that the love and peace of God may flow freely in us and through us again.
6. And we ask that we be fully healed in Jesus’ name
7. And receive His healing, love, and peace.

Hear the Word Proclaimed
Isaiah 43:18-19: 
“Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.”
Lamentations 3:22-23:
“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness.”

2 Corinthians 5:17:
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has 
come.”

Jeremiah 29:11:
“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a 
future and a hope.”


Proverbs 3:5-6:
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways
 acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.”

Listen to them again and consider which one speaks to you and why.
Let’s share with the group about the one that stood out for us.
(After sharing, encourage those who participated to share this scripture and why it was meaningful with others. You might call someone and ask, “What did you do last night? (Listen) I participated in a watch night service, and one of the things I did was reflect on a few scriptures. The one that stood out for me was ... And, this is why.... It helped to make New Year’s Eve special for me.” (Then let the Lord guide how that He has been introduced into the conversation.))

Praises We Bring & Promises We Make
As we move towards a close, what praises do you bring to our time of worship that can help you/us to celebrate God’s faithfulness over the last year, from January 2025 until now? Take a few moments to remember what you were doing, and what God did for you (your family, on your job, in friendships, at school, where you volunteer, our congregation).
Let’s share at least one thing that God did for us, in us, around us over the last year for which we truly give thanks, and make one pledge for the coming year in light of what God has already done.
What is your praise and your pledge?
																														
The Lord’s Prayer
Let us close with the Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
And the power
And the glory
Forever. Amen. 
Happy New Year
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