Christmas Eve

December 24, 2025

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE

One Inthe weeks leading up to this night, we have been a people in waiting.
Hopeful waiting, joyful waiting, active waiting —
waiting that looks each day in anticipation of the Spirit of Jesus
already at work and unleashed in our world.

Two  And already four candles glow — candles of hope, peace, joy and love.

One They glow in expectation of the hope we long for;
glow in longing of the peace we so desperately need;
glow in wonder of the love of God come to us in the Child of the manger;
in expectation of Jesus who has promised to come again.

Two  Now this night, we light the Christ candle,
giving thanks for Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us.
Jesus, who has come, who is come, and who will come again.

One  From this light, from one single, burning flame,
we are ignited with hope, ignited for peace,

burning with joy, ignited in love.

Two  For on this night Love is born, into our hearts, into our lives, into our world.



“O Come, All Ye Faithful” vi-2 ELW 283
)
"

[EEEE ST ==

I T
1 O come, all ye faith - ful, joy - ful and ftri - um - phant! O
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,

QO
| 1NN

i
o

B
T

0 4 .
DA - . ; I | ; N
G— a5 !
v T e G e E
come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
n “ | }
i o - I I I y
f* ) P y 0 7 . I }
A\ I I r I I'l I b al I
J - | ' | | o
come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of  the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Refrain
n “ } } }
A ] ] ! — s 4 o * - j
Yoo et o S0 ol
Ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus, ve - ni - te a-do - re - mus,

O come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,

0 4 \ ,
. 1 | —5
it —® I E— I J—Fr @ o o Py
\\av — [ [ et o ®— | et ©
J I ' I ' |
ve - ni - te a-do - re - mus Do - mi - num.
O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray, Holy God,

in the blazing light of a Bethlehem sky, your light shatters our darkness.
In a manger bed of hay and straw, love is born in unexpected places.

In the song of angels, good news comes to unlikely shepherds.

And in the wonder of this holy night, our hearts are stirred.

Gracious God, be born anew in us.

Invite us again to a stable:

to come and see, to fall and worship,

and to rise and tell of Jesus Christ, born in life for us all. Amen.
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“O Come, All Ye Faithful” v4 ELW 283

Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n!
Word of the Father,

now in flesh appearing:

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!

We hear the story of this holy night through the gospel of Luke.

She gave birth to her firstborn

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own
towns to be registered.

Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,
because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary,
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.

While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them
inthe inn.
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Glory to God in the Highest

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified.

But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all
the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will
be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

“Angels We Have Heard on High” ELW 289
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Let Us Go to Bethlehem

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.

When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered

them in her heart.

The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been
told them.

CANDLELIGHT CAROLS

“Silent Night” ELW 281

(y.) I}’ Il N } Il N } i
£ I;,- | IR i | 1y i ID F ﬂl-
%-—‘1 ] e—* ¢ | | |
—_—— o- — o- ! '
Stil - e Nacht, hei - li-ge  Nacht! Al - les  schldft,
1 Si - lent night, ho - ly night! All is  calm,
Si - lent night, ho - ly  night! Shep - herds quake
3 Si - lent night, ho - 1ly night! Son of  God,
0 1 \
s — - i ! — - i h— .
o7 o—¢ i %o 4 o4
J | | | o-
ein - sam wacht nur das trau - te, hoch - hei - li - ge Paar.
all is  bright round yon  vir - gin moth - er and child.
at the sight; glo - ries stream from heav -en a - far,
love’s pure light ra - diant beams from your ho-ly face,
e EEE P T
a— i ud o > | T ! I b
‘(j\n/ L= w { 1.—‘ﬁ al. ! ! T ’V
Hold - er  Kna - be im lok - ki-gen Haar, schlaf in  himm - li- scher
Ho - ly In - fant, so ten - der and mild, sleep in heav - en-ly
heav’n-ly hosts. . .sing, al - le - lu - ia! Christ, the Sav - ior, is
with the dawn of re-deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at your
0 |
Yy D = | f
G T ey S
- | | J—J e =
~——
Ruh, schlaf in himm - li - scher Ruh.
peace, sleep in heav - en - ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at your birth.



“Away in a Manger” ELW 277
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SERMON
“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” ELW 276
QI ) ) I I I ] | I )
r— . T d e
4 & & ' '
In

1 - fant ho - ly, in- fant low -1y, for his bed a cat- tle stall;
2 Flocks were sleep-ing, shep-herdskeep-ing vig-il till the morn-ing new

| ! — ] | |

Swift-ly wing-ing, an - gels sing-ing, bells are
Thus re - joic - ing, free from sor - row, prais -es

| THE
(| THE

0 e
P A | | I I | | 1 |
& — 1] | — ] . 3+
A " ——— ! ! B 7
ox -en low -ing, lit - tle know-ing Christ the child is Lord of all.
saw the glo - ry, heard the sto -1y, tid-ings of a gos-pel true.
9) rm—
A L I — | | I | I— | | | I I
¥ ] I ] &
Md__'l =

ring -ing, tid - ings bring-ing:
voic-ing, greet the mor - row:

|
s

P

J
I
I 7 I

.
g | |

Christ the child is Lord of all!  Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was

|
o

o]

.

P

o]

TTe

e

J
I
|
7

born for you!




PRAYERS

Prince of Peace,

on this day of celebration, we pray for peace in our troubled world.
Inspire the leaders in places of conflict and each us here

to work towards reconciliation and harmony among all people.

O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray.

Bless those in need,

and may the message of God coming to the earth to bring light into the darkness
be central to our lives; may we shine in the dark places.

O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray.

We pray for all those who are alone or feeling isolated this Christmas,
may they find comfort in the company of friends and family

and in the warmth of your love.

We ask your blessing upon families gathered together this week,
that they may cherish the moments of togetherness

and strengthen their bonds of love.

We pray for families that are separated at this time of year —
Gracious God, bring Your comfort.

O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray.

We pray for those in need,

that they may experience the generosity and kindness of others
during this season of giving.

We remember those who are ill or suffering,

may they find healing and solace in Your loving presence,
especially during this season.

In a moment of silence, we bring before you our own prayers
for those we love,

for those in need.

[Hold a time of silence]

O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray.

Lord, receive our prayers. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.



We pray together as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

“l am so Glad Each Christmas Eve” v1,2,5 ELW 271
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In the beginning was the Word
John 1:1-5, 10-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He
came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's
only son, full of grace and truth.

BLESSING

Merry Christmas, my friends!

God has spoken a most joyful word of grace, mercy and peace.
Mary gave birth to her first-born son,

wrapped him in bands of cloth,

and laid him in a manger.

Go out into this day rejoicing in your kinship with God'’s Son.
Glory to God in the highest,
and to earth peace and goodwill.

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary,

the faithfulness of Joseph,

the joy of the angels,

the eagerness of the shepherds,

the determination of the mag;i,

and the peace of the Christ Child, now and forever. Amen.
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“Joy to the World” v1, 2, 4 ELW 267
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