
   

 

 
LESSONS AND CAROLS 
HOLY FAMILY SUNDAY 

December 28, 2025 

 
MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

34 E. Orange Street 
Shippensburg, PA 17257-1993 

Web Site: memluth.org 
E-mail: office@memluth.org 

717-532-4614 

 
Welcoming all  

Reaching out in love 
Growing together in Christ 

Worshiping and serving in Jesus’ name 

 
Reverend Godfred Effisah 

717-532-4614 (church office) or 571-572-0119 (cell) 
pastor@memluth.org 

Office hours: Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 
Children are an active part of Memorial’s community of faith! We welcome you to 
worship each week! Children’s bulletins and Quiet Bags (lots of exciting things 
to do!) are available at the doors coming from the parking lot. Please take one  
of each as they may help your children bring smiles into our time of worship!   

 

 

https://memluth.breezechms.com/people/view/46108831#
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Welcome to Memorial Lutheran Church. As you prepare for 
Worship, please silence your cell phone. 
 

INTRODUCTION 
As we celebrate the Twelve Days of Christmas, our gospel today 
confronts us with the death of innocent children at the hands of Herod. 
The birth of Christ does not remove the power of evil from our world, 
but its light gives us hope as we walk with all the “holy innocents” of 
past generations and today who have suffered unjustly. In our 
gathering around word and meal, God continues to redeem us, lift us 
up, and carry us as in days of old. 
 

GATHERING 
 

WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE  “Joy to the World”                                                - Burkhardt                                                                        
 
Please stand as you are able. 
                                                           
DIALOGUE 
Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world. 
By day and night he shines for all to see. 
Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty 
that the world may see the justice and richness of God. 
God so loved the world that God sent Jesus,  
so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
Jesus is the light of the world. 
Jesus is the light of our lives. 
Sing to God a new song! 
A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world. 
 
GATHERING HYMN  “It Came upon the Midnight Clear”         ELW 282       
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together.   
O God, who were pleased to give us the shining example of the 
Holy Family, graciously grant that we may imitate them in 
practicing the virtues of family life and in the bonds of charity, 
and so, in the joy of your house, delight one day in eternal 
rewards. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God now and 
forever. Amen. 
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Please be seated. 

 
WORD 

 
FIRST READING                                                               Micah 5:2-5a  
2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of 
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 3Therefore he shall give 
them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then 
the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4And he shall 
stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of 
the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he 
shall be great to the ends of the earth; 5and he shall be the one of 
peace. If the Assyrians come into our land and tread upon our soil, we 
will raise against them seven shepherds and eight installed as rulers.  

 
Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
HYMN  “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                                        ELW 640 

 
SECOND READING                                                    Luke 1:26-35, 38  
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 
Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28And 
he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 
you." 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what 
sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 
Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, 
and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He 
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will 
be no end." 34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a 
virgin?" 35The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 38Then Mary 
said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 
your word." Then the angel departed from her.  

 
Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
HYMN  “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”                              ELW 275 
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THIRD READING                                                         Matthew 1:18-25 
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived                   
together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her      
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to 
public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had 
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your 
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will 
bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins." 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet: 23"Look, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God 
is with us." 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of 
the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital 
relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.  
 
Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN  “Peace Came to Earth”                                                 ELW 285 
 
FOURTH READING                                                             Luke 2:8-20 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were                           
terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among 
those whom he favors!" 15When the angels had left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to                     
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and  
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they 
made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The                
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 
and seen, as it had been told them.  
 
Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand as you are able. 
 
HYMN  “Angels We Have Heard on High”                                ELW 289 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, and let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly. Alleluia. (Col. 3:15, 16) 

 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 2nd chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL                                                                      Matthew 2:13-23 
In a dream, Joseph is warned to flee to Egypt to protect the infant 
Jesus from the jealousy of Herod. 
 
13 Now after [the magi] had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, 
and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to 
search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 Then Joseph got up, took the 
child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt 15 and remained there 
until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 16 
When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was 
infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around 
Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that 
he had learned from the magi. 17 Then what had been spoken through 
the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, 
wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she 
refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 19 When Herod 
died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt and said, 20 “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the 
land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 21 
Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the 
land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling Judea in 
place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being 
warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. 23 There he 
made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been 
spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a 
Nazarene.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
REFLECTION 
 
HYMN  “Our Father, by Whose Name”                                     ELW 640 
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APOSTLES’ CREED    
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell.  
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the 
church, creation, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Risen Lord, ignite in our hearts a passion for prayer. Make our hearts 
yearn for your presence, helping us to seek you with all our being. In 
this Year of Prayer, teach us to pray with deep conviction, and never 
for shallow wishes, beliefs, or with a fleeting faith in you. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
  

O Lord, to whom no one is a stranger, look with compassion on those 
without a place to live. Comfort the homeless as they walk their difficult 
paths, and give us a kind heart to help the homeless in their need as 
we unite our voices in a call for justice. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 
  

For the family of the Church that, by our unity and love, we will always 
bear witness to the love of God our Father. Hear us, O God. Your mer-
cy is great. 
 

For the whole human family, that we may learn to live in peace, striving 
to break down the barriers of prejudice and intolerance. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 

For broken families, that they may try to find common ground on which 
children may flourish in loving and lasting relationships. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
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For Christians everywhere, that we may endeavor to defend the sancti-
ty of human life from conception to death. Hear us, O God. Your mer-
cy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

For all who are sick or suffering in any way (especially…), and those 
who are victims of violence or natural disasters, that they may be com-
forted by the love of Christ. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Holy family, in you we contemplate the splendor of true love; to you we 
turn with trust. Grant that our families, and all the families of the world, 
may be places of communion and prayer, authentic schools of the 
Gospel and small domestic churches. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 
 

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made 
known to all, through the word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
OFFERTORY                        
                                                                  
The Ushers will collect the offering. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE   
     “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                      ELW 884 
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
MEAL 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray together. 
God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the 
blessings you bestow. Use us and these your gifts for the needs 
of the world, that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your sav-
ing grace, through Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE: HOLY FAMILY 
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and every-
where to give you thanks, Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 
For in the mystery of the Word made flesh. a new light of your glory 
has shone upon the eyes of our mind, so that, as we recognize in him 
God made visible, we may be caught up through him in love of things 
invisible. And so, with Angels and Archangels, with Thrones and                   
Dominions, and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven, we sing the 
hymn of your glory, as without end we acclaim: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                       

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
We sing a new song to you, O God of our salvation, for you have done 
marvelous things.  
 
Since the beginning of time, you have spoken your word, and your light 
shines in our darkness glory to you O God. 
Glory to you, O God. 
 

The seas are thundering with praise, the rivers are clapping their 
hands. The hills ring out with gladness and the trees are shouting their 
joy. Glory to you O God. Glory to you O God. 
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Your son rules in truth and justice, victorious and merciful is he! We 
praise your majesty lying in a Manger. Jesus Christ born of Mary and 
lauded by angels. Glory to you O God. Glory to you or God. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 
eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Send your Spirit on us and on this meal of wonder. In this bread, give 
us the body of Christ. With this cup, reveal the grace of your risen Son 
and make known to the whole earth your steadfast love. Glory to you, 
O God. Glory to you, O God. 
 
In these dark days, bring the dawn of your righteousness to birth. Hold 
the living and the dead in your hands. In your good time, awaken the 
sleeping animals, and revive the dormant plants with your life- given 
spirits. Glory to you, O God. Glory to you, O God. 
 
With trumpets and horns and harps, with the faithful on earth and the 
host of heaven, we sing to your splendor, Father, Son + Holy Spirit. 
God most high, Light of the world and judge of the universe today and 
forever. Amen. Amen.  

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Lord remember us in your Kingdom, and teach us to pray.  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
        hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  
        and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
        and lead us not into temptation,  
        but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
        and the power, and the glory, 
        forever and ever. Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD                                                                        page 112 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
God is now in flesh appearing. Come to the feast of joy! 

 
Please be seated. 

 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Please come forward by the center 
aisle at the usher’s direction. If you choose to have wine for commun-
ion, take an empty cup from the usher. If you prefer grape juice,                     
receive a pre-filled cup at the altar. If you or a child has never received 
the sacrament, fold hands to receive a blessing instead. After receiving  
communion or a blessing, you may choose to remain at the altar for 
extra time in prayer. When you return to your pew do so by the side 
aisles. Please deposit the empty cup in the basket. 

 
COMMUNION HYMN  “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”           ELW 295 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING   
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace. Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
Let us pray together. 
Bring those you refresh with this heavenly Sacrament, most mer-
ciful Father, to imitate constantly the example of the Holy Family, 
so that, after the trials of this world, we may share their company 
forever through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
CLOSING THE YEAR OF THE BIBLE 

 
SENDING 

 
BLESSING 
The triune God, glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One, abiding                  
Comforter, + bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN  “The First Noel”                                           ELW 300     

 
DISMISSAL 
Glory to God in the highest! 
And peace to God’s people on earth! 
Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
POSTLUDE  Festive Fanfare on “Angels We Have Heard on High”  
                                                                                                     - Lasky    
 
 
 
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs - Sunday, December 28, 2025 - This 
day commemorates the young children killed by Herod in Bethlehem in 
his jealous attempt to murder the baby Jesus, a sobering reminder of 
the evil that led Christ to be born for our salvation. 
                                                                   
 
 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All 
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SAS004243. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copy-
right © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation 
on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
   
 

 
   



12  

 

Pastor 
Pastor Godfred Effisah  

 

Organist & Pianist 
Nancy Fogelsanger 

  

Senior Choir / Bell Choir  
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Kathy Kerr 
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Amy Piper 

 

Mary Kay Dagenhart 

Karen Larson 
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Jeanne Naugle 

Dorothy Railing 
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