Lord at Thy Birth: Christmas Eve Benediction
December 24, 2025

Tonight we have heard again the old, familiar story.  A child born in Bethlehem.  Wrapped in cloths.  Laid in a manger.  Angels filling the sky with glory.  Shepherds kneeling in wonder.  And it’s beautiful.

But Christmas is more than a beautiful story—it’s the beginning of the greatest rescue the world has ever known.  Because the baby in the manger did not stay a baby.

The good news the angels announced wasn’t just that a child had been born.
It was that a Savior had come.  A Rescuer.  A King.  One who would grow up to live the life we could not live, and to die the death we deserved to die.

Tonight we celebrate that God did not stay distant.  He did not shout instructions from heaven.  He came near.  He took on flesh.  He stepped into our darkness so we could be brought into His light.

But the story doesn’t end there.  The wood of the manger points us forward to the wood of the cross.  The swaddling cloths point us forward to the burial cloths.  And the child born to Mary would one day stretch out His arms to reconcile sinners to God.

This is the gospel:
That God so loved the world
that He gave His one and only Son—
not to condemn the world,
but to save it.

So tonight, whether you came filled with joy or carrying heavy burdens…  Whether your faith feels strong or fragile…  Whether this season has been full of celebration or loss…  Know this:
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
The Savior has come.
Forgiveness is offered.
Hope is alive.
Peace with God is possible—because of Jesus.

So as you go from this place, may you go like the shepherds—changed by what you have seen.  May you go with joy in your hearts and good news on your lips.  

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you tonight and always.

Merry Christmas.
