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WELCOME TO APOSTLES LUTHERAN CHURCH!

It is an honor to worship God with you this evening. We pray you experience the
Spirit's loving presence as we share our words, our actions, and the Holy Meal.

If this is your first time worshipping with us, please fill out a card in the pew rack with
your contact info. A restroom can be found by exiting the rear door of the worship space. It
is directly in front of you to the right. Additional restrooms can be found in the back corner
of the fellowship area, near the Pastor’s office.

RECONCILING 2z CHRIST

We, the people of Apostles Lutheran Church, follow Paul's message to the Galatians (3:28):
“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and
female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Believing that because we are all one in Christ,
and created in God's image, all are welcome as beloved children of God. We welcome into
the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. Rejoicing in God’s amazing
diversity, we welcome people of all ages, races, gender identities and expressions,
sexual orientations, and physical and mental abilities. Centered in Christ, we commit
ourselves to racial equity, breaking down dividing walls and building a community where all
are beloved.

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the light of
the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds
us that the grace of God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declare
that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the
light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole world.




PRELUDE AND SILENT PRAYER

Martin Luther said of music: “Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest
treasure in the world.” Please take a moment to silence all cell phones.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please rise in body or in spirit

HYMN ELW #283
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, joy-ful and tri - um - phant! O
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex-ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap-py morn - ing;
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come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
sing, all  ye cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee be . .. glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of  the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - 1y to God . . .. in... the... high - est:
Word of  the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:
Refrain
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Ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus, ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus,
O come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,
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ve - ni-te a-do - re - mus Do - mi - num.
O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!

Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802—1880, sts. 1, 3—4; tr. unknown, st. 2
Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade 3



GREETING

The word was made flesh and dwelt among us.
O come, let us adore Him.

May the light and peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE ELW #290
“Go Tell It on the Mountain”
Refrain
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, o-ver the hills and ev - 'ry - where;
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g0 tell it on the moun - tain that Je - sus Christ is  born!
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by  night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone - ly man - ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.
rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.
and God sent us sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.
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Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the

true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and

in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

Sit
FIRST READING IsAIAH 9:2-7
Light shines: a child is born for us

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal
child with a name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the
real basis for faith lies in God's passion for the people: The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this!

2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of
deep darkness—on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when
dividing plunder. “For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod
of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. >For all the boots of the
tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
®For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and
he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. “His
authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David
and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from
this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PsALM PsALM 96
Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad. (Ps. 96:11)

'Sing to the Lord! a new song;
sing to the Lord, ! all the earth.

2Sing to the Lord, bless the name ! of the Lord;
proclaim God's salvation from | day to day.



3Declare God's glory a- I mong the nations
and God's wonders a- | mong all peoples.
“For great is the Lord and greatly | to be praised,
more to be feared ! than all gods. R
>As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols;
but you, O Lord, have | made the heavens.
®Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence;
power and splendor are in your | sanctuary.
’Ascribe to the Lord, you families | of the peoples,
ascribe to the Lord hon- | or and power.
8Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the | holy name;
bring offerings and enter the courts ! of the Lord. R
*Worship the Lord in the beau- ! ty of holiness;
tremble before the Lord, ! all the earth.
'°Tell it out among the nations: “The ! Lord is king!
The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved
will judge the peo- | ples with equity.”
"Let the heavens rejoice, and let the | earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that | is therein.
2Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your com- ! ing, O Lord,
for you come to ! judge the earth.
13You will judge the ! world with righteousness
and the peoples I with your truth. R

SECOND READING TiTus 2:11-14
The grace of God has appeared

The appearance of God'’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. Consequently, in
the present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of our Savior’s final
appearance.

""The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, "?training us to renounce
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled,
upright, and godly, *while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of



our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. '“He it is who gave himself for us that he might

redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for
good deeds.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please rise in body or in spirit

HYMN ELW #277

“Away in a Manger”
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1 A - way in a man-ger, no crib for his bed, the lit - tle Lord

2 The cat - tle are low-ing; the ba-by a - wakes, but lit - tle Lord
3 Be near me,Lord Je -sus; I ask you to stay close by me for -
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Je - sus laid down his sweet head; the stars in the bright sky looked
Je - sus, no cry -ing he makes. I love you,Lord Je - sus; look
ev-er and love me, I pray. Bless all the dear chil - dren in
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down where he lay, the lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
down from the sky and stay by my cra-dle till morn-ing is nigh.
your ten -der care and fit us for heav-en, to live with you there.

Text: North American, 19th cent.
Music: AWAY IN A MANGER, James R. Murray, 1841-1905

The gospel is announced.
The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 2" Chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.



GOSPEL LUKE 2:1-14 [15-20]
God with us

God's greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of great joy”
and proclaim God'’s blessing of peace.

'In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4oseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. °He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. ®*While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. “And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

8n that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. °Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. "°But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: ''to you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. '“This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” '3And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, '*Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

[ ">When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord
has made known to us.” '®So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child
lying in the manger. "When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about
this child; 8and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. "*But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 2°The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. ]

The gospel concludes:
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.



Sit
SERMON

Please rise in body or in spirit

THE REV. JAY SERAFIN

HyYmn ELW #296
“What Child Is This”
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I What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such mean es-tate  where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet

while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?

Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here the si - lent Word is plead-ing.
The King of kings sal - va-tion brings;let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this is Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and an- gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Raise, raise the song on high, the vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.



NIcENE CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
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We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth,
and all people.

Each portion of the prayers ends with these words:
God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all,

through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. We share a sign of Peace with our
And also with you. neighbors saying Peace be with you to
which we respond And also with you.
Sit
OFFERING CHOIR ANTHEM

“Before The Marvel of This Night”

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. To give
online:
-+ Visit apostles-elca.org/contributions

-+ From your mobile phone, text the word GIVE to 844-215-5453

Please rise in body or in spirit
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. God of heaven and earth, from the beginning, you have called forth life,
in which you take delight. The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy. Bless now
these gifts, received from your bounty, that we may join the chorus of creation to
tell of your salvation from day to day.

Amen.
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MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The thanksgiving continues with the preface.
... We praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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The thanksgiving continues.
... Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

12




The great thanksgiving continues.
... We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

The great thanksgiving continues.
... Bring the gift of peace on earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of

the Most High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
A child has been born for us, a Son given to us.
Come, receive the gift of Jesus.

13



Sit

COMMUNION

All are invited to join us at the Lord's table to receive the presence of Jesus through the bread and
wine. Jesus himself invites you and Jesus turns no one away.

You will be invited to come forward either to receive the elements or to receive a blessing. For
those receiving the elements, after receiving the bread, please take a glass from the tray held by
the acolyte. There are pre-filled glasses of grape juice in the tray for those who do not drink wine.
Gluten free wafers are also available upon request.

HYMNSs DURING COMMUNION ELW #279
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
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0] lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem,how still we see thee lie!
For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, and, gath-ered all a - bove
How si - lent-1ly, how si - lent-ly the won -drous gift is  giv'n!
0] ho - ly child of Beth-le-hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
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while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-d’ring love.
So God im-parts to  hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav’n.
cast out our sin, and en - ter in, be born in us to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
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0O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, in this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad tid - ings  tell;
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The hopes and fears of  all the years are met in thee to- night.
and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to  all the earth!
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters in.
oh, come to us, a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - el!

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893
Music: ST. LOUIS, Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908
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HYMNS DURING COMMUNION ELW #270
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
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1 Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new - born Kking;
2 Christ, by high - est heav’'n a - dored, Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
3 Hail the heav’'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righ - teous - ness!
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peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”
late in time be-hold him come, off- spring of a vir-gin’s womb.
Light and life to all he brings, ris'n with heal - ing in his wings.

0 , | N

ﬁ g I > | | | % > | | |

g ' ' | ' ' ' 1
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Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, in-car-nate de - i - ty!
Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,

0) . p— l

{ P ' P | I 1 4 | I 1

= | D N I | I

(oL i T { _P—J_ri )

\\3V - I 1 | | e —

J ' T |
with an- gel - ic hosts pro-claim, “Christis born in Beth-le - hem!”
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el!
born  to raise each child of earth, born to give us sec-ond birth.
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born king!”

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915

Stay Seated
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food.
Strengthened by this goodness, send us forth to announce your peace, comfort the
afflicted, and share the good news of great joy.

Amen.
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LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES

As you light your candle, tilt it toward your neighbor’s candle as they hold their candle upright.
Pass the light along by holding your candle upright as your neighbor tilts their own candle.
Extinguish your candle as directed by the Pastor.

READING JOHN 1:1-14
The Word became flesh

The prologue to the Gospel of John describes Jesus as the Word of God made flesh, the one who
reveals God to be “full of grace and truth.”

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. ?He
was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not
one thing came into being. What has come into being #in him was life, and the life was the
light of all people. °The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. “He came as a witness to testify
to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came
to testify to the light. °The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

"He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. ""He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 2But to
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God,
3who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as
of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.
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SENDING HYMN

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission back into the world.

ELW #281
“Silent Night, Holy Night”
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Stil - e Nacht, hei - li-ge  Nacht! Al - les  schldft,
1 Si - lent night, ho - ly  night! All is  calm,
Si - lent night, ho - ly  night! Shep - herds quake
3 Si - lent night, ho - ly  night! Son of  God,
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all is  bright round yon  vir - gin moth -er and child.
at the sight; glo - ries stream from heav-en a - far,
love’s pure light ra - diant beams from your ho-ly face,
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Ho - ly In - fant, so ten - der and mild, sleep in heav - en-ly
heav’'n-ly hosts. . .sing, al - le - lu - ia! Christ, the Sav - ior, is
with the dawn of re-deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at your
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peace, sleep in heav - en-ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, atyour birth.

Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885
Music: STILLE NACHT, Franz Gruber, 1787-1863
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Please rise in body or in spirit

BENEDICTION

The God of love, Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit, lavish you with grace, illumine your
path, and increase your joy, today and always.

Amen.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly.
Thanks be to God.

Worship Leader
Accompanist
Acolyte
Altar Care
Assisting Minister
Choir Director
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WORSHIP LEADERS

Serving Today
The Rev. Jay Serafin
Janet Gomez
Ray Scholz
Janet Gomez
Sue Turner

Lector
Technology
Greeter/Usher
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PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS
Rich Bitting, Manning Freeman, Don Garfield, Heidi Henderson, Ellen
Kendzierski, Doug Leip, Ellen Quirk, Michael Schlemmer, Keith & Juanita Sturdy,
George Thomas, Jewel Thomas, Lena Woodlief, and Nancy Wagner

OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS
Patricia Armentor, Paul Bauer, Karen Bell (Pam Moore's sister), Bob & Dixie, Calli Bonfey,
Patricia Boyd & Brad Zelmer, Amanda Brown, David Brown, Dennis & Dorothy Brown, Sally
Burkholder, Amy Carter, Kate Casper, Laura Clodfelter, Jackie Collier, Ben Davis (friend
of Donna Ambrose), Tommy & Kathie Davis, Jenny DeSha, Al DeWitt, Linda Edwards, Colton
Elliot (Michael Schlemmer's cousin), Laura Fleige (Janet Gomez's sister), Teresa Floersheim-
Miller (Ingrid Peterson's mother), Suzanne and Frank Gibson, Steven Godwin (Juanita Sturdy's
grandson), Jimmy & Fay Gray (Chris Hawkins' family), Karen Guire, Mike Hall, Melvin
Hawkins (Chris Hawkins' father), Chaneice Hayden (Daniel Hayden), Rosie Heins, Carl &
Kaleb Hess, Aris Hibbs (friend of Ray Scholz), the family of Spencer Hodges, Ray Hughes, Wendy
Isernia (Heinz and Irene’s daughter), Suzanne Kinkade (friend of Ellen Quirk), Legend, the
Little Family, Marion Lucier, Manuel, Lotte Mathias, Wayne Mathews, Wayne
McCormick, Michael, Sylvia Midgette (Krystle McMahan's grandmother), Debbie Minteins,
Keith Morgan, Gary Mowery, Jamie Mullaney, Carol Pascale (Lynn Jaeger's mother),
Chastity Perkins (co-worker and friend of Donna Ambrose), Brad Person (Lilly Frost's uncle), Dick
Peterson & his brother, the Prusa Family, Joan Ritter, Glen Robertson, Pastor Wendy
Roundy, Carol Schlemmer, Daniel Schmidt, James Schollian (friend of Nancy Wagner),
Michael Scholz (Ray Scholz's nephew), Joseph Serafin (Pastor Jay's father), Kathy
Shackleford, Elana Sierson, Fred Smith, Tammy Smith, Jean Sterling, Dave Wagner
(Nancy's husband), Wayne McCormick, Chuck Webb (Tina Britt's father), Makenzie Webb (Tina
Britt's niece), Elizabeth & Steven White, Vicki Williams, Cory Woodlief, Jim Wright (Judy
Wright's husband), Logan & Shannon Wymer, Greg Yvonovich (friend of Margaret & Ben
Grimes), Derek Zwiers (friend of CK Ambrose)

OUR SPONSORED CHILDREN IN GUATEMALA
Amayra, Hugolino, Manuela, and Pablo

PRAYER REQUESTS
There is a book located at the rear of the worship space for you to write any prayer requests you have
for today. Fill out a “Prayer Request” (on the back of each pew) and place it in the offering plate to add
a prayer request to the “Prayer List” included in the bulletin and the newsletter. Please print legibly!
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