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NATIVITY OF OUR LORD: CHRISTMAS EVE 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2025 | 7:00 PM 

RECONCILING in CHRIST 



WELCOME TO APOSTLES LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
It is an honor to worship God with you this evening. We pray you experience the 

Spirit’s loving presence as we share our words, our actions, and the Holy Meal. 

If this is your first time worshipping with us, please fill out a card in the pew rack with 

your contact info. A restroom can be found by exiting the rear door of the worship space. It 

is directly in front of you to the right. Additional restrooms can be found in the back corner 

of the fellowship area, near the Pastor’s office.  

RECONCILING in CHRIST 

We, the people of Apostles Lutheran Church, follow Paul’s message to the Galatians (3:28): 

“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and 

female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Believing that because we are all one in Christ, 

and created in God’s image, all are welcome as beloved children of God. We welcome into 

the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. Rejoicing in God’s amazing 

diversity, we welcome people of all ages, races, gender identities and expressions, 

sexual orientations, and physical and mental abilities. Centered in Christ, we commit 

ourselves to racial equity, breaking down dividing walls and building a community where all 

are beloved. 

 

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the light of 

the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds 

us that the grace of God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declare 

that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the 

light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole world. 
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PRELUDE AND SILENT PRAYER 
Martin Luther said of music: “Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest 

treasure in the world.” Please take a moment to silence all cell phones. 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Please rise in body or in spirit 

HYMN  ELW #283 
“O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
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GREETING 
The word was made flesh and dwelt among us. 

O come, let us adore HIM. 

May the light and peace of Christ be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE  ELW #290 
“Go Tell It on the Mountain” 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the 

true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and 

in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

Sit 

FIRST READING  ISAIAH 9:2–7 
Light shines: a child is born for us 

 

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal 

child with a name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the 

real basis for faith lies in God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this! 

 2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 

deep darkness—on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have 

increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when 

dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod 

of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of the 

tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and 

he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His 

authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David 

and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from 

this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM  PSALM 96 
Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad. (Ps. 96:11) 

 

 1Sing to the Lord| a new song; 

  sing to the Lord, | all the earth. 

 2Sing to the Lord, bless the name | of the Lord; 

  proclaim God’s salvation from | day to day. 
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 3Declare God’s glory a- | mong the nations 

  and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples. 

 4For great is the Lord and greatly | to be praised, 

  more to be feared | than all gods. R 

 5As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols; 

  but you, O Lord, have | made the heavens. 

 6Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence; 

  power and splendor are in your | sanctuary. 

 7Ascribe to the Lord, you families | of the peoples, 

  ascribe to the Lord hon- | or and power. 

 8Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the | holy name; 

  bring offerings and enter the courts | of the Lord. R 

 9Worship the Lord in the beau- | ty of holiness; 

  tremble before the Lord, | all the earth. 

 10Tell it out among the nations: “The | Lord is king! 

  The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved 

   will judge the peo- | ples with equity.” 

 11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the | earth be glad; 

  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that | is therein. 

 12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your com- | ing, O Lord, 

  for you come to | judge the earth. 

 13You will judge the | world with righteousness 

  and the peoples | with your truth. R 

 

SECOND READING  TITUS 2:11-14 
The grace of God has appeared 

 

The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. Consequently, in 

the present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of our Savior’s final 

appearance. 

 11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce 

impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, 

upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of 
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our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might 

redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for 

good deeds. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please rise in body or in spirit 

HYMN  ELW #277 
“Away in a Manger” 

 

 

 

 
 

The gospel is announced. 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 2nd Chapter 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
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GOSPEL  LUKE 2:1–14 [15–20] 
God with us 

 

God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of great joy” 

and proclaim God’s blessing of peace. 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to 

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 

in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 

wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

[ 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord 

has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 

lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about 

this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  ] 

 

The gospel concludes: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sit 

SERMON  THE REV. JAY SERAFIN 
 

Please rise in body or in spirit 

HYMN  ELW #296 
“What Child Is This” 
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NICENE CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth, 

and all people. 

 

Each portion of the prayers ends with these words: 

God of grace, 

receive our prayer.  

 

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all, 

through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

We share a sign of Peace with our 

neighbors saying Peace be with you to 

which we respond And also with you.  

Sit 

OFFERING  CHOIR ANTHEM 
“Before The Marvel of This Night” 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. To give 

online: 

 Visit apostles-elca.org/contributions 

 From your mobile phone, text the word GIVE to 844-215-5453 

 

Please rise in body or in spirit 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. God of heaven and earth, from the beginning, you have called forth life, 

in which you take delight. The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy. Bless now 

these gifts, received from your bounty, that we may join the chorus of creation to 

tell of your salvation from day to day. 

Amen. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

The thanksgiving continues with the preface. 

… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The thanksgiving continues. 

… Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 



  13 

The great thanksgiving continues. 

… We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

The great thanksgiving continues. 

… Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of 

the Most High, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
A child has been born for us, a Son given to us. 

Come, receive the gift of Jesus. 
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Sit 

COMMUNION 
All are invited to join us at the Lord’s table to receive the presence of Jesus through the bread and 

wine. Jesus himself invites you and Jesus turns no one away. 

You will be invited to come forward either to receive the elements or to receive a blessing. For 

those receiving the elements, after receiving the bread, please take a glass from the tray held by 

the acolyte. There are pre-filled glasses of grape juice in the tray for those who do not drink wine. 

Gluten free wafers are also available upon request. 

 

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION  ELW #279 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
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HYMNS DURING COMMUNION   ELW #270 
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Stay Seated 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food. 

Strengthened by this goodness, send us forth to announce your peace, comfort the 

afflicted, and share the good news of great joy. 

Amen. 
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LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
As you light your candle, tilt it toward your neighbor’s candle as they hold their candle upright. 

Pass the light along by holding your candle upright as your neighbor tilts their own candle. 

Extinguish your candle as directed by the Pastor. 

 

READING  JOHN 1:1–14 
The Word became flesh 

 

The prologue to the Gospel of John describes Jesus as the Word of God made flesh, the one who 

reveals God to be “full of grace and truth.” 

 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He 

was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not 

one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the 

light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify 

to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came 

to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

 10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 

know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to 

all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 
13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

 14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as 

of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

  



  17 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission back into the world. 

 

SENDING HYMN  ELW #281 
“Silent Night, Holy Night” 
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Please rise in body or in spirit 

BENEDICTION 
The God of love, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, lavish you with grace, illumine your 

path, and increase your joy, today and always. 

Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

********* 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
  Serving Today 

Worship Leader     The Rev. Jay Serafin 

Accompanist    Janet Gomez 

Acolyte    Ray Scholz 

Altar Care    Janet Gomez 

Assisting Minister   Sue Turner 

Choir Director  Sue Turner 

Lector    Sue Turner 

Technology    Doug Dalager 

Greeter/Usher    Heinz Albert 
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 PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Rich Bitting, Manning Freeman, Don Garfield, Heidi Henderson, Ellen 

Kendzierski, Doug Leip, Ellen Quirk, Michael Schlemmer, Keith & Juanita Sturdy, 

George Thomas, Jewel Thomas, Lena Woodlief, and Nancy Wagner 

OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
Patricia Armentor, Paul Bauer, Karen Bell (Pam Moore’s sister), Bob & Dixie, Calli Bonfey, 

Patricia Boyd & Brad Zelmer, Amanda Brown, David Brown, Dennis & Dorothy Brown, Sally 

Burkholder, Amy Carter, Kate Casper, Laura Clodfelter, Jackie Collier, Ben Davis (friend 

of Donna Ambrose), Tommy & Kathie Davis, Jenny DeSha, Al DeWitt, Linda Edwards, Colton 

Elliot (Michael Schlemmer’s cousin), Laura Fleige (Janet Gomez’s sister), Teresa Floersheim-

Miller (Ingrid Peterson’s mother),  Suzanne and Frank Gibson, Steven Godwin (Juanita Sturdy’s 

grandson), Jimmy & Fay Gray (Chris Hawkins’ family), Karen Guire, Mike Hall, Melvin 

Hawkins (Chris Hawkins’ father), Chaneice Hayden (Daniel Hayden), Rosie Heins, Carl & 

Kaleb Hess, Aris Hibbs (friend of Ray Scholz), the family of Spencer Hodges, Ray Hughes, Wendy 

Isernia (Heinz and Irene’s daughter), Suzanne Kinkade (friend of Ellen Quirk), Legend, the 

Little Family, Marion Lucier, Manuel, Lotte Mathias, Wayne Mathews, Wayne 

McCormick, Michael, Sylvia Midgette (Krystle McMahan’s grandmother), Debbie Minteins, 

Keith Morgan, Gary Mowery, Jamie Mullaney, Carol Pascale (Lynn Jaeger’s mother), 

Chastity Perkins (co-worker and friend of Donna Ambrose), Brad Person (Lilly Frost’s uncle), Dick 

Peterson & his brother, the Prusa Family, Joan Ritter, Glen Robertson, Pastor Wendy 

Roundy, Carol Schlemmer, Daniel Schmidt, James Schollian (friend of Nancy Wagner), 

Michael Scholz (Ray Scholz’s nephew), Joseph Serafin (Pastor Jay’s father), Kathy 

Shackleford, Elana Sierson, Fred Smith, Tammy Smith, Jean Sterling, Dave Wagner 

(Nancy’s husband),  Wayne McCormick,  Chuck Webb (Tina Britt’s father), Makenzie Webb (Tina 

Britt’s niece), Elizabeth & Steven White, Vicki Williams, Cory Woodlief, Jim Wright (Judy 

Wright’s husband), Logan & Shannon Wymer, Greg Yvonovich (friend of Margaret & Ben 

Grimes), Derek Zwiers (friend of CK Ambrose) 

OUR SPONSORED CHILDREN IN GUATEMALA 
Amayra, Hugolino, Manuela, and Pablo 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
There is a book located at the rear of the worship space for you to write any prayer requests you have 

for today. Fill out a “Prayer Request” (on the back of each pew) and place it in the offering plate to add 

a prayer request to the “Prayer List” included in the bulletin and the newsletter. Please print legibly! 

 



The liturgical texts and music are from Sundays and Seasons (sundaysandseasons.com) copyright © 

2022 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#SB149450. Hymnody made available through One License Annual License with Podcasting Renewal A-

717259. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


