 My response to today’s message

Information without application falls short of God’s best for us.  He wants us to apply what we learn so that we will change and grow, becoming more like Christ.  The following questions are for personal and group study, with these goals in mind.  

1) In what ways is this Christmas different compared to last year?  Is this Christmas more or less joyful for you?  Why?  What keeps us from always being joyful?  

2) We put shepherds on our Christmas cards and in our pageants.  But back then they were an outcast group.  Of all the people the angels could have visited, why do you think God chose to send them to ordinary shepherds?  What in the angels’ message would be incredible to them?  (read Luke 2:8-14)

3) Like the shepherds, fully devoted followers of Jesus can choose joy.  Review and apply what it means to personally Receive the Good News.  Have you received the Good News? (see peacewithgod.net)

4) The shepherds model what it means to Respond to the Good News.  Doing what God says brings joy to our lives.  Have you responded to the Good News? Share an example from your experience when obeying your Lord gave you great joy.

5) The shepherds chose to Repeat the Good News.  Good News is for sharing!  Why is it that we experience such incredible joy when we tell others the Good News about Jesus?  When’s the last time you repeated the Good News to someone else?  

6) Joy is not the absence of problems, but the presence of God.  Share an example of someone you know who, in the midst of problems or pain, still radiates the joy of the Lord.  How can you experience and express that same joy, in spite of your pain, pressures or problems?

7) In what practical ways can you apply J – O – Y this week?

8) Apply the 1… 1… 1… prayer strategy:  pray at 1 o’clock for 1 minute for 1 person who needs to trust Christ and receive His gift of joy.  Ask God to give His joy to people for whom you are about to intercede.  Remember, “The joy of the Lord is our strength” (Nehemiah 8:10).

What is the main thing that God has impressed upon you today?

What are you going to do about it?

Remember:  The smallest obedient act is better than the greatest intention.




Welcome to Focus Church—a Christ-centered community learning to follow Jesus with purpose and passion.  Our mission is to know Christ and make Him known – to follow Jesus fully through biblical teaching, authentic relationships, joyful worship, and compassionate service. Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here.

Guests:  Please complete a “Connect Card” and pick up a blue gift bag as our “thank you” for being with us today.
 
Sunday, December 21
9am – Adult Sunday School 
10am – Worship Celebration (Children’s Church through 4th grade)
Next Sunday, December 28 – Church Membership meeting following the Worship Celebration

Church Office & Mailing Address
10475 Crosspoint Blvd Ste 250
Indianapolis, IN 46256-3387
317-813-5996   https://www.myfocuschurch.com/

Would you like to experience and enjoy peace with God and share His peace with others? Go to peacewithgod.net to learn more.

TODAY’S MESSAGE, DECEMBER 21, 2025
“Good News of Great Joy for Everyone” 
Brian Boone, Lead Pastor  


Always be joyful. 
(1 Thessalonians 5:16, NLT)


What keeps us from always being joyful?

   1) The __________________ that shouldn’t happen.

2) The __________________ that doesn’t happen.


Joy is internal… based on Christ… based on choice.


How can we choose joy?  Like the shepherds…


1. CHOOSE TO _________________________________________

That night some shepherds were in the fields outside the village, guarding their flocks of sheep.  Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them.  They were terribly frightened, but the angel reassured them.  “Don’t be afraid!” he said.  “I bring you good news of great joy for everyone!  The Savior – yes, the Messiah, the Lord – has been born tonight in Bethlehem, the city of David!” (Luke 2:8-11, NLT)

I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ.  It is God’s powerful method of bringing all who believe it to heaven… now everyone is invited to come to God in the same way.  (Romans 1:16, LB)

Dear brothers and sisters, whenever trouble comes your way, let it be an opportunity for joy.  For when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow.  (James 1:2-3, NLT)

You even had joy when all that you owned was taken from you, because you knew you had something better and more lasting.  (Hebrews 10:34, NCV)






2. CHOOSE TO _________________________________________

When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Come on, let’s go to Bethlehem!  Let’s see this wonderful thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”  They ran to the village and found Mary and Joseph.  And there was the baby, lying in the manger.  (Luke 2:15-16, NLT)

The commandments of the Lord are right, bringing joy to the heart.  The commands of the Lord are clear, giving insight to life.  (Psalm 19:8, NLT)

Light shines on the godly, and joy on those who do right. (Psalm 97:11, NLT)

(Jesus) “Until now you have not asked for anything in my name.  Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.”  (John 16:24, NIV)



3. CHOOSE TO _________________________________________

Then the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the angel had said to them about this child.  All who heard the shepherds’ story were astonished…  (Luke 2:17-18, NLT)

With joy they should tell what He has done.  (Psalm 107:22)

It must be said that we can have joy, and therefore will have it, only as we give it to others… There may be cases where a man can really be merry in isolation.  But they are exceptional and dangerous.  (Karl Barth)

(Jesus) “I tell you there is more joy in heaven over one sinner who changes his heart and life, than over ninety-nine good people who don’t need to change.”  (Luke 15:7, NCV)

Those who sow in tears will reap with songs of joy.  (Psalm 126:5)

Be full of joy in the Lord always.  I will say again, be full of joy.
(Philippians 4:4, NCV)

Joy is not the absence of problems, but the presence of God.
          
 J - _______________

O - _______________

Y - _______________
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