
   

  

Christmas Eve 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
We are called by God to follow Christ in 

love and service to all. 
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O Come All Ye Faithful 

“Oh Come, Oh Come Emmanuel” 
Claudius Cazan and Jessica Chon 

Prelude 
Claudius Cazan 

The Calling 

(please stand) 
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Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

(be seated) 

Prayer 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true 

Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in 
the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Welcome and Announcements 
Welcome to this Christmas Eve Worship! 

Throughout the service, the parts that the congregation says are printed in Bold. 

A note to those with kids: 
We encourage children to feel welcome in church during worship.  And we  

recognize that kids need to move and fidget while we share this time  
together.  Tables and coloring pages are available to kids in both the front of the 

worship space and in the Commons.  Parents, please feel free to let your kids move 
around as needed. 

         Christmas Anthem 

             5:00pm  “Christmas Lullaby” 
         Bethlehem Lutheran Church Choir 
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2 The people who walked in darkness 

  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3 You have multiplied exultation; 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4 For the yoke of their burden 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
  and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6 For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders, 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7 Great will be his authority, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Unto Us a Child  

Isaiah 9:2-7 
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  26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she was much perplexed by 
his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to 
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you 
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will 
be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to 
him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob for-
ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How 
can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 
child to be born will be holy; he will be called the Son of God. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gabriel Visits Mary 

Luke 1:26-34b 

Come Now, O Prince of Peace 



 6 

  

Come, Thou Love Expected Jesus 
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Jesus is Born  

Luke 2:1-14 

  1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius 
was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also 
went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was ex-
pecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her 
child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place in the guest room. 
  8 Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing you good news of 
great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  

Angels We Have Heard on High 
Verses 1 & 3 
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Christmas Message 

Shepherds Go to See Jesus 

Luke 2:15-20 

  15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has tak-
en place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, 
they made known what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard 
it were amazed at what the shepherds told them, 19 and Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, just as it had been told them.  

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Children’s Sermon 
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O Little Town of Bethlehem 
Verses 1 & 2 
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The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 

Christmas Offering  
“O Holy Night” 

Solveig Munson and Claudius Cazan 
 

We give thanks for the generosity of God’s people gathered here this evening.  
Bethlehem uses your offerings in ways that support its mission to gather, grow 

and serve in the name of Christ.  We are dedicated to the work of our mission part-
ners in this community and around the world.  You may give tonight in the offering 

plate or give online using the QR code  or at www.bethluth.org/give.   
                   Thank you, and thank God for you. 

Holy Communion 
(please stand) 

*The pastor celebrates the everlasting promise of God. 
 

Hark the Herald Angels Sing 

http://www.bethluth.org/give
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*The pastor continues with words that remember the last supper which Jesus 
shared with his disciples. 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

(be seated) 

Sharing the Bread and the Cup 
  
All are welcome to share in this meal of God’s promise.  Ushers with guide you for-
ward.  Gluten-free bread (small beige wafers) and grape juice (light colored juice 

in the middle of the tray) are available.  Children may share at the direction of 
their parents, or they may receive a blessing from one of the servers.  You may re-

ceive Communion at your seat – please notify one of the ushers.  The following 
songs may be sung during the sharing. 
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What Child Is This 
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It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 
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Away in a Manger 

(please stand) 

Communion Blessing 
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 

and keep you in the grace and love of God. 
Amen. 
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Service of Candle Light 
Ushers will light the candles of those on the aisles.  Please pass the light down 

each row by tipping only the unlit candle.  Attend closely children who are holding 
candles.  When all candles have been lit, and the lights dimmed, the service will 

continue. 

The Word Became Flesh 
John 1:1-14 

Silent Night 
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Please extinguish your candles and keep them upright until the wax congeals.  
Candles may be deposited in the baskets near the exits as you depart.        

The Benediction  
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Joy to the World 
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Postlude 

Blessings to you and yours this Christmas and in the New Year! 

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New 
Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission Augsburg Fortress license #14266-ELW. One License # A-723873.CCLI License #11414428. 
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Name(s) Given in Memory/Honor of: 
Paul and Mary Thompson In honor of all our family 

Lynette Lorenzen In honor of the choir 

Scott & Kimberly Caruso In honor of ALL the prayer warriors near and fare that prayed for Scott 
and his recovery 

Larry & Margie Simpson In memory of our parents 
Terry Brosten In memory of my wife, Nancy Brosten 

Jinn & Gabe Mariman In honor of the Mariman & Harold Families.  In honor of the Jeresek & 
Fanslow Families. 

John & Linda Erfle In honor of our kids and grandkids 
The Mohl Family In memory of Arnie Mohl 

Bill & Lauri Erickson 
In memory of our grandparents: William & Gladys, Ken & Versa, Lyle & 
Inez, Helen & Paul.  In memory of our parents: Allen & Linda Erickson, 
Bill & Kathy Adams, and Luke & Carolyn Couch 

Rick & Jan Ulvin In memory of our parents & brother.  In honor of our children,  
grandchildren, and great grandchildren 

Dale & Georgia Saverud In honor or our children: Erik and Kim and our grandchildren: Jackson, 
Jace, Brooks, and Lily 

Marsha Solak In memory of Walter Solak.  In memory of Buzz & Jane Minteer and  
Walter & Mille Solak.  In honor of Meghan and Ashleigh 

Greg & Lori Adkins In honor of our children Brock, Natalie, and Mac 
Julie & Mark Miller In memory of Ron & Betty Haas 

Dawn & Ron Sicard In memory of our parents: Ruth, Ed, Mildred, and Rolly 
Vickie Cunningham In memory of my friend, Reba Wilson 

Brigitte Okamoto In memory and honor of the Fuhrmann & Lindner family, especially 
Reinhold & Hannelore 

Sherry Korthase In memory of Bill & Jean Korthase 
Paula Little In memory of our parents.  In honor of our children & grandchildren. 

Sandy Lindlief In honor of my grandchildren: Sierra & Logan Siblerud and Morgan, 
Madison, & Megan Markle 

Dick and Carolyn Hardel In honor of our chidren: Sharon & Kent Hardel and Rick & Angie Chew 

Linda Fredenberg In honor of our grandchildren: Carmen, George, and Lillian.   
In memory of Claire and Jerry Kasala 

Kristin Fisher In memory of Norma and Dick Fretheim 
Charlene and Gary Singley In honor of Kaye McCreedy 

The Matheros Family In memory of Adam Mathison 
Carol Eckholt In memory of Dale Shawhan 

Debbie Snyder In loving memory of my husband Dan Snyder.  In loving memory of my 
parents: Vernon  & Thelma Johnson 

Dan and Jean Paschke In memory of our parents: Gordon & Gladys and Don & Mary.  In honor 
of our kids, grandkids, and Macie 

Jeannie Baldwin In memory of my husband, Merle Baldwin 
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Warming Center 
During these cold winter nights, it’s important that we remember those 
most vulnerable.  Please consider helping as you are able to provide a 
meal at the Warming Center once a month.  If you are concerned about 
the cost, all ingredients will be supplied.  Meal Coordinators, Jeff (732-453-4208) 
and Savannah (845-857-8973) have sauces, beans, spaghetti products, etc.  Just 
give them a call and pick up what you need to make a soup or casserole.  Let them 
know that you are from BLC .  Sign up sheets are on the table in the  Commons. 
For questions, please contact Sherry Korthase at 770-639-6621.  Thank you! 

FLBC Men’s Retreat 
Jan 23-25 
• Theme: Transformation 
• Dates: January 23-25, 2026 
• Ages: 9th grade to 110 years old 
• Facilitators: Pr. Keith Weatherford,  
Pr. Jason Asselstine, and Pr. Paul Ander-
son. 
• Study: The retreat will be guided by               
the book, “On the Threshold of Transfor-
mation” by Richard Rohr Daily Medita-
tion for Men. 
Activities Include: A variety of activities 
are available such as hikes, service pro-
jects, music around the campfire, and 
more. The weekend will feature morning 
and afternoon devotions, small group ac-
tivities, a bonfire letting go ritual, and 
will conclude with Sunday worship. 

FLBC Ski & Snowboard Retreat 
Feb 13-16 
For Jnr & Snr High School Youth 
Groups & Families 
Come for an awesome weekend filled 
with good food, fellowship, snow 
games, worship and FUN! Let FLBC be 
your homebase as you spend your 
days skiing or snowboarding at White-
fish Mountain Resort or Blacktail 
Mountain Resort. Downhill snow 
sports not your forté? Some of the 
best cross-country ski trails in the Val-
ley are a few miles from camp, or 
spend the day at camp relaxing and 
enjoying the view of Flathead Lake. 
Post skiing activities include hot choc-
olate by the fire, group 
games, relaxing with 
friends, and worship.  

Brewed Theology 
Wanna grab a cup of coffee – or a beer – and spend a little time talking about 
some topics regarding faith and culture? Do you have questions about why things 
in the world are happening the way they are? Do you want to talk about relevant 
matters, but don’t know where to start? Did I mention a cup of coffee or a beer? 

In January: 
Topic: Affluenza Wealth– Gift or Curse? 

• 01/08, 1pm @ Wheat Montana 
• 01/29, 6pm @ Branigans 
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
603 South Main Street, Kalispell, Montana 59901 
office@bethluth.org / www.bethluth.org 
Facebook: Bethlehem Lutheran Kalispell 
Pastor Scott Thompson/Pastor Lucy Schottelkorb 
406/752-6140  

We would like to extend a big THANK YOU to all of 
those who volunteered to assist with worship  

this Christmas. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Ministries: 
Quilting Ministry 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study 

Women on the Go 
Dorcas/Ruth  

Choir 
Bell Choir 

Sunday School 
Youth Groups 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Hosts: 
Flathead Respite Care 
Feeding the Flathead 

Flathead Spinners and Weavers Guild 
Flathead Valley Community Orchestra 

 
For more information, please contact the church office at 406-752-6140 

or check out our website at www.bethluth.org  

mailto:office@bethluth.org
http://www.bethluth.org

