
Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Washington, IL  
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 21, 2025 
 
Welcome – Please take a moment to sign the black attendance books in 
the pews. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 
C Amen. 
Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
P Compassionate One, 
C We confess that we have not loved you with all our heart, mind, and 
strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven 
others as we have been forgiven.  We have been angry, selfish, and dishonest. 
Forgive us, Lord. Help us to love you more than anything else and to love 
others the way you love us. 
Amen. 
 
P Happy are those whose sins are forgiven, whose wrongs are pardoned. 
 Happy is the one whom the Lord does not accuse of doing wrong and who is free 
from all deceit. As a called and ordained minister, I proclaim to you God’s 
forgiveness. In Him, you are set free. In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  
C Amen. 
 
Peace:  As baptized and forgiven children of God, we have peace with God, and 
peace with one another. 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you.  
 
P Let us share that peace with one another.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn: “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” | Red Book #240  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Sermon Hymn: “Fling Wide the Door” | Red Book #259 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you.  



 



 Hymn of Praise 

 



P The Lord be with you 
C And also with you. 
Will you pray with me?  
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and 
might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive 
your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
First Reading – Isaiah 7:10-16 | Pew Bible #552 

10 The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be 
deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not 
put the Lord to the test.” 13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it 
too little for you to weary mortals that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the 
Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall 
bear a son and shall name him Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey by the 
time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before the child 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two 
kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 
P The Word of the Lord 
C Thanks be to God  
 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; shine forth, you that are 
enthroned upon the cherubim. 
2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, stir up your strength 
and come to help us. 
3 Restore us, O God; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
4 O Lord God of hosts, how long will your anger fume when your people 
pray? 
5 You have fed them with the | bread of tears; you have given them bowls of tears 
to drink. 
6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, and our enemies laugh | us 
to scorn. 
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
17 Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one you have made 
so strong for yourself. 
18 And so will we never turn away from you; give us life, that we may call up- | on 
your name. 
19 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall 
be saved.  
 
 
 



Second Reading – Romans 1:1-7 | Pew Bible #910 
1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 
God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 
scriptures, 3 the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David 
according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be Son of God with power according 
to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our 
Lord,  5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the 
obedience of faith among all the gentiles for the sake of his name, 6 including you 
who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 7 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are 
called to be saints:  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
R The Word of the Lord 
C Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gospel Reading – Matthew 1:18-25 | Pew Bible #777 
C Glory to you, O Lord 
18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to 
be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man 
and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her 
quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as 
your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a 
son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through 
the prophet: 23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, 
and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” 24 When 
Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took 
her as his wife 25 but had no marital relations with her until she had given birth to 
a son, and he named him Jesus. 
C Praise to you, O Christ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sermon by Pastor Mike Rahlf  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sermon Hymn: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” V.1-4 | Red Book #257  

 
 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

                      *Or, "he descended into hell," another translation of this text in widespread use. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “God of grace,” please 
respond, “Hear our prayer.” 
Offering:  Jesus gives us life, hope, and salvation. Let us commit 
ourselves to God and joyfully lift our offerings to the Lord. 
 

Please take a moment to give an offering to the church on the website 
with the Tithe.ly app or bring your gift to the plate during 
communion. 
 

Offering Prayer 
P Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is 
good and the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the 
earth and our labor, that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior. 

C Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
P The Lord be with you.  
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… with the church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

Faith Lutheran website link 
www.shareourfaith.org 



Holy Communion  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
 

C The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Communion Distribution 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Communion Hymn: “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” | Red Book #276 

 
Communion Prayer 
P God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have 
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the 
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and 
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

Announcements 
 



Blessing 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you 
with grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
 
Hymn: “Joy to the World” | Red Book #267 

 
Dismissal 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 C Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude 
Liturgy and texts from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under  
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23628 

 
 


