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It is wonderful to be with you again Trinity Baptist.
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On this final week of Advent, we lit the candle of LOVE. As we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ, we have
heard Isaiah call us to hope, to peace, to joy and now we hear him call us to LOVE.
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But what does Advent love look like?
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Many of our Christmas songs give us one picture of Christmas love: “Let it snow, Let it snow, Let it snow” talks about
dreaming about the future with the one you love.
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In “All I Want for Christmas is You,” Mariah Carey tells the one she loves that he is the only present she wants.
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Elvis sings “Blue Christmas” because he is missing the one he loves.
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You would almost think that Christmas is just another Valentine’s day.
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No judgment though. I too have been confused. | thought | knew love when | found Tracie. | thought | had found the
love of my life.
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She was a little older, but that was ok. That just meant she could reach the doorknob. You see, she was 4 while | was
only 3.
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One day we used this to escape into the big world outside our apartment building.
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My parents and her mom went on a desperate search, only to find Tracie and I sitting on the curb on a busy street
watching the cars go by.
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I was sure that true love looked like my heart beating fast for Tracie. The true love that day was our parents’ all out
search for us!
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What does Advent love look like?
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The verse we read sounds hopeful: “Then your light will break forth like the dawn.” As people called to carry God’s
light, that sounds like success.
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In fact, when we think about love in the Christmas story, this promise of the light at dawn sounds a lot like the blessing
that Zachariah gave as soon as he could speak again (Luke 1 : 78-79).
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“because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven to shine on
those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace.”
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Because of the love of God, he sent light for those in darkness. God’s love goes out.
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What does Advent love look like?
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Let me take you to a place you may not expect in an Advent sermon — Luke 15.
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Jesus is being criticized for his connection with “sinners”. The despised of his day are coming to hear him preach and he
is even eating with them.
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Religious people of Jesus’ day did not associate in this way with those seen as unclean. God was separated from sinners
unless they kept the whole law.
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No, Jesus says. You don’t understand the heart of the Father. Jesus has heard the Father say, “You are my beloved son”
and now Jesus tells them a story to show what the Father is like.
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So let me invite you into this story, to listen for the heartbeat of God.
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There was a man who had two sons. The younger demanded his share of the inheritance, then wasted the money and was
reduced to feeding unclean pigs. He decided to beg his father to take him back as a servant.
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“So he got up and went to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with
compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. ”

“FRAbENK, EMACRREE. MBI, hACREFEN, Hish &L, WEMEEM, EERMb.

The father refused to allow him to be a servant, instead dressing him like a full son again, for as the Father said, “Let’s
have a feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.” So they began to
celebrate.
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But when the older son heard the partying and discovered his younger brother had been welcomed back, “he was angry
and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him.
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But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and you never gave me even a young goat
so | could celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes
comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’
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“‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. But we had to celebrate and be glad,
because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’”
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This story is often called “The Parable of the Prodigal Son” but the main character is the Father. Remember Jesus is
defending His ministry with sinners and saying, “you’ve misunderstood my Father.”
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Because of our cultural distance it’s easy to miss the emotion of the first hearers. The whole story would have been
filled with covered mouths, “what, no way, he wouldn’t do that...”

BT e B R, BRAVIRRE S ZBE AT A B N . AN B RS K IR “AH4? ANATRE! fibAR
S,

What does He do that’s so odd? In that culture, your honour defined your standing in your community and was even
your credit, the basis of business deals.
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“Give me my inheritance,” a rude act in our culture was shocking there. The son wishes him dead and yet He gives.
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And it gets worse. In that time when the inheritance was divided, the sons couldn’t really use it. The father had the right

to live off it.

Adbtnt, B MRS, ILTIEARRRIEEEMM, SORAEBN PRI TE T
But this son likely sold land and wasted the money. Land was scarce so this was a scandal... and then to squander the
money? This son would have been seen as deserving hatred and scorn.

ERXAN LR AT RE CARSE ROF R BV . LRGSR, BT ARt — AT e AT AU 87 AT
JLTEPRTT . P,

The Father’s response was unheard of. He’s apparently been watching day and night for the son’s return. He sees him,
and what does love look like?
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He runs out to him, protecting him from community abuse. He humiliates himself to welcome his son.
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The Father welcomes him not just to the subsistence level of a slave who could slowly pay him back but invites him to
return as a full son.
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And if you think the Father’s humiliation is over you’re wrong. Just as he regains one son it becomes apparent he has
another prodigal in his family.
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The older son refusing to go in was also dishonouring. He was expected to act as the host and join the family in
welcoming the prodigal. Instead he humiliates his father by refusing and arguing.
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What is the Father’s response? Punishment and anger? No, just like to the younger son He goes out-and welcomes him
in
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We’re not left to doubt what motivated the father. Was he a pushover whose children took advantage of him? Did he
give in because he had no courage?

AT T B SORHIZIL . MBS NFEI . BZ T SRR NS ? A PRH2AR M 22 P 2

No this was a compassionate man who thought every child was worth an all out search.
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Because of his scandalous compassion, He Goes Out to where his children are in darkness to welcome them to the light.
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Jesus says this is what God’s love is like. Can you see God this way? Watching down the road for you, Wanting a
relationship with a beloved Child, Waiting to welcome you home?
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Not a servant that he just pays but a daughter or son with whom He can share His life.
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It’s scandalous how far He goes. How far you ask? Think of the Biblical story. In the first book of the Bible he goes
down to the garden to talk with Adam and Eve AFTER they ignore his instructions. WHILE they are hiding.
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How far will God go? L& & ARE £ 7t ?

Far enough to allow his name to be attached to a small middle-eastern tribe of people who rarely reflected his character
clearly.
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The people of Israel were constantly shaming his name and yet God goes down to them time and time again. Leading
them and sending them water, food, leaders, freedom and offering them a new start.
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How far will God go? b4 AREZIL?

This is the great story of Christmas. God comes down to us as one of us in all our weakness.
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God had his diaper changed, lost teeth, experienced acne and learned to read. God, in Jesus, continues down this
scandalously compassionate road far enough to allow himself to be misunderstood, verbally assaulted, betrayed, rejected
and put to death.
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That’s the scandalous distance the Father came to make sure his rebellious children in far countries could come home.
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He’s scandalously compassionate. Not out of desperation or low self-image but “For God so loved the world that he
gave...”

MRS NRWAII N FFAR TAEBRBA R, MLERDy “fhRiA, H2 G T...7

| started with the question “What does Advent love look like?”
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Think of my parents running out in a desperate search for their 3 year old son.
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Think of the Scandalously Compassionate Father running out to his two prodigal sons.
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Think of Isaiah and Zechariah prophesying of light going out into darkness. That is what advent love looks like.
TR LLFE L 5 G A Y 105 ' B IR R G o XA 2 4 i 0 2 22 AR

So what do we do with this Advent love?
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Deep Acceptance of Advent Love RIS E I 2 5%

We start by accepting the compassionate welcome God offers. I don’t know what darkness looks like in your life, but
this Advent may you see that God’s light and love extend even there.
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Whether it’s the darkness of despair, brokenness or sin; the reckless living of the younger son or the harsh legalism of the
older son. The compassionate Father runs out to meet us in all of our darkness.
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Will you accept his full welcome?
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Have you heard the heartbeat of the Father and accepted his compassionate welcome? It’s only as we accept God's
Welcome that we can take the next step in Advent love.
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Now we go back to the beginning. We started with Isaiah’s vision of the light shining like the dawn. We’ve seen How
God lived this out by shining his compassion by coming out to us.
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But how do we reflect his light? The verses leading up to Isaiah 58:8 give us some ideas:
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to set the oppressed free B R

and break every yoke?



"Is it not to share your food with the hungry
and to provide the poor wanderer with
shelter—
when you see the naked, to clothe them,
and not to turn away from your own flesh
and blood?
8 Then your light will break forth like the
dawn...
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Advent love, both our love for God and the love of God shining through us, ends up looking like that scandalously
compassionate Father who goes out to others in need. Where will that be for you this week?
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May God give you the eyes to see the people he is calling you to show love and give you his Father’s heart of

compassion to feel with them and act for them.
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