FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Third & Terry, Longmont, Colorado
(303) 776-2800 | www.firstluth.org
Pastor Garrett Struessel and Deacon Korra Looschen

FOURTH SUNDAY 4th Sunday of Advent
@ Santa Lucia

Sunday, December 21, 2025
9:30 a.m.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
INTRODUCTION
WELCOME

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH

“0O Come, O Come Emmanuel” ELW 257v. 1,2,3,4
1.0 come, O come Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God
appears. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to
you O Israel.

2.0 come, O Wisdom, from on high, embracing all things far and nigh: in strength and beauty come and stay;
teach us your will and guide our way. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you O Israel.

3.0 come, O come, O Lord of might. As to your tribes on Sinai’s height in ancient times once gave the in could,
and majesty, and awe. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you O Israel.

4.0 come, O Branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan’s tyranny, from depths of hell your people save and give
them vict'ry o’er the grave. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you O Israel.

Let us pray.

Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is near. You hold us in our waiting and keep us awake
to the world. You show up in our lives at unexpected times. Bless us as we light this candle to
keep vigil for your arrival. We trust that even though we do not know the day or the hour, you
hurry to gather all people to your peace.

Amen
PROCESSION “Silent Night” Santa Lucia and Her Court
LEGEND OF SANTA LUCIA
HYMN “Santa Lucia” See Insert
CANDLE LIGHTING SERVICE Santa Lucia Court
RECESSION “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” ELW 244



LIVE FROM BETHELHEM Sunday School

HYMN “O’ Little Town of Bethlehem”” ELW 279

WORD

READING
Isaiah 7:10-16

An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In response, Ahaz de-
cided to secure his throne and kingdom by seeking Assyrian help. Isaiah reminds Ahaz that human attempts to es-
tablish security will fail. The prophet gives the sign that is the only source of true safety: Immanuel, God is with us!

10 The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, '' “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12
But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” 3 Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of
David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals that you weary my God also? * Therefore the Lord himself will give
you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall name him Immanuel. > He shall
eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. ¢ For before the child

knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be desert-
ed.”

Word of God, word of life

Thanks be to God
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter-nal life.

GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 1t chapter beginning at the 18t verse.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Matthew 1:18-25

Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the divinely-begotten child into the family of
David and obediently gives him the name Jesus, which means “God saves.”

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph,
but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. * Her husband Joseph, being a
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 2 But just when he
had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be
afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived irzl her is from the Holy Spirit. 2 She will bear a son, and



you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been
spoken by the Lord through the prophet:

2 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,”

which means, “God is with us.” 2 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded
him; he took her as his wife 2 but had no marital relations with her until she had given birth to a son, and he
named him Jesus.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

HYMN

“O Come All Ye Faithful” ELW 283 vs. 1,4
Page 11

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERTORY

The Celebration of Luciadagen is complete without thoughts of service. We are inspired by the ideals of Lucia,
who cared for and visited the poor, the ill, and the lonely. With this in mind, First Lutheran Youth will present
the offering to those in need with the hope that someone may be helped as a result of our concern.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Nourishing God,

you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched places,
that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come.

Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it
isin heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory forever and ever.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN “Joy to the World” Page 267

SENDING

Go in peace. Keep awake
Thanks be to God

POSTLUDE




SANTA LUCIA PARTICIPANTS:

Santa Lucia Scarlet Leos

Santa Lucia Court:
Carmen Morelli, Carson Palmer, Beatrice Morelli, Majkin Palmer

Coordinators Greta von Bernuth and Deacon Korra Looschen

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS:

Reporter #1 - Sophia Bolivar
Reporter #2 - Finn Johnson
Angel - Beatrice Morelli

Mary - Brooke Campbell
Joseph - Brandon Leos
Innkeeper - Luca Bolivar
Shepherd #1 - Simone Ellenbogen
Shepherd #2 - Anders Thomas
Shepherd #3 - Laura Marks
Cow - Evelyn Gerber

Sheep - Forrest Roth

Wise Man #1 - Majkin Palmer
Wise Man #2 - Dahlia Thomas
Wise Man #3- Carter Campbell

Guitar - Jonathan Leos

RECEPTION Friendship Center First Lutheran Women
Preacher/Presider Deacon Korra Looschen
Council Hosts Bill Campbell
Andrew Howell
Ushers Todd Gould
Holly Keenan
Reader Barb Mohr
Acolyte Jonathan Leos
Pianist/Organist Jeffrey Hartmann

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
USA. Used by permission. Text for the liturgy reprinted from the Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2021. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SBL14236.
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Translated from Swedish
and arranged by Tamsyn Spackman

Santa Lucia

Neapolitan Song
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Santa Lucia 3
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Rejoice, Rejoice Believers ELW 244
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O Little Town of Bethlehem ELW 279
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O Come, All Ye Faithful ELW 283
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Joy to the World ELW 267
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