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4 January 2026, Epiphany
Family Eucharist 
Service outline, Parish News & Events


8 am  		HOLY COMMUNION __________________ 
Celebrant and preacher: Fr. Allen Doerksen                             
9.30 am  	FAMILY EUCHARIST ___________________                             
Celebrant and preacher: Fr. Allen Doerksen                             
The Gathering of the Community 				           
   Worship Songs
   Welcome
   Territorial Acknowledgement
   Epiphany Greeting				       		             
   Song of Praise Gloria					 tune: Pulkingham 
The Story of Faith is Proclaimed
   Children’s Time 
[bookmark: _Hlk216263637]   First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6
   Gradual Hymn			       
   Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia 
   Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12		           
   Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia
   Sermon 			   
A short period of silent reflection follows, 
signalled by the sound of a bell
Collect						     		BAS 280
Prayers of the People
Confession and Absolution	    		         		
The Peace		         					BAS 192
Offertory Hymn	
Prayer over the Gifts					                BAS 280 
The Celebration of the Eucharist                	
   Eucharistic Prayer    			     	       	          BAS 198 #3
   Sanctus: Holy, holy, holy Lord
   The Lord’s Prayer (sung)					BAS 211
   Breaking of the Bread			 	        BAS 213 #6
   The Communion
   Music during Communion				        	
   Prayer after Communion 				     	BAS 280
Doxology (Glory to God)					BAS 214
Announcements and Birthday Box
Blessing						            BAS 683
Closing Song			   
Dismissal		
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Welcome to St Philip! 
Please join us for coffee and fellowship after the 9.30 service.
The abbreviation BAS in the service order refers to page numbers in the Book of Alternative Services, the green volume in the pews. CP is Common Praise, the blue hymn book.
Welcome to Communion











We want you to feel welcome at St. Philip. All are encouraged to come forward to receive the bread (communion wafer) and wine. If you prefer to receive a blessing, please keep your head and hands down. If you are more comfortable not drinking from the cup, you may keep your head down and let it pass, or return to your pew after receiving the bread. Please tell the person distributing the bread if you require a gluten-free wafer. Prayer Ministers are available during Communion at the 9:30 am service, at the side of the altar.

Offering
It is Anglican custom to receive a financial offering in our worship, as an expression of gratitude to God. Please do not feel compelled to participate in this offering. Your presence is gift enough.


Services this week
4 January 2026 – Epiphany
8am Holy Communion - Celebrant & preacher: Fr. Allen Doerksen
9am Community Prayers downstairs in the youth room
9.30am Holy Eucharist, in-person & streamed via Facebook Live 
Celebrant and preacher: Fr. Allen Doerksen
Altar Guild:  Bethan Samaroo,  Nancy Kirshfeld
Children's ministry: Melinda Weicker
Powerpoint slides: Clayton Savage
Facebook Live: Karishma Iyer
Offerings Counters: Felicity Bradley, Leslee Scott
6 Jan Tuesday 10:30 am Contemplative Prayer
8 Jan Thursday 10 am Holy Communion, followed by book study
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Save the date: Bishop Anna visits St Philip Sun, January 11, 2026
Next Sunday, Bishop Anna will be with us to preach and preside at the 9.30 service.
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Office closure
The parish office will reopen tomorrow, Monday 5 January. 
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Contemplative Prayer
Starting again this week on 6 January, please join us on Tuesday mornings, 10:30 - 11:30, meeting in the choir area of the nave (at the front of the church), for a 20 minute contemplative sit with a time of prayer following. 
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Book Study: The Wednesday Zoom and Thursday in person book study resumes this week, continuing S. Mark Heim's Saved From Sacrifice: a theology of the cross pp. 219-236.
· Wed Jan 7, 7 pm  on Zoom — email the office for Zoom link (same as before)
· Thurs Jan 8, 10:30 am in person at church, following the 10am service 
Chalice bearers wanted
If you are interested in joining the team who administer the chalice at Communion at Sunday 9:30 services, please speak to Kathy Fyfe or Fr. Allen.
[image: ]
Envelopes are ready
2026 offering envelopes are ready to pick up at the back of the church. Please contact the offerings secretary 
  1) if you have moved in the past year - tax receipt season is next; 
  2) to start using envelopes; or 
  3) for more information: 
Jackie Prowse, offerings@stphilipvictoria.ca.
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Long-term Housing Rental Request
Our family of five (2 adults, 3 children) is looking for a long-term rental property (2-3 bedroom apartment or house) in the Greater Victoria or Saanich Peninsula area with the move-in date at the beginning of January 2026. If you have a suitable place available or anticipate availability around this date, please contact Lucie at 778-533-7877 or lucie.kotesovska@seznam.cz . Thank you very much for any tips and information.
- Alecs and Lucie Kotesovsky.
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Long term Housing Request
Our family of 3 (mother and 2 daughters) is looking for a clean, bright, long-term min. 2 bedroom rental with move in date 1 January 2026 or asap after that. Currently, I work as a pastry cook in one of the best restaurants in Victoria. Looking for rent of $1500 per month & offering optional help e.g. cleaning, grocery shopping, household chores, walking or caring for pets.
Julia - - 778-700-4927  or   juliakroka@gmail.com
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Bishop's Dinner: Small Parishes, Big Impact - Tues, Jan 27, 2026
Join us for an engaging evening with Bishop Anna. Build relationships across the diocese, delve into her vision for a bright future, and explore the life-giving ministry thriving within the Islands and Inlets.
Tuesday, January 27, 2026 5:30-9.30 pm | Terrace Ballroom, Inn at Laurel Point, Victoria, BC. Tickets: $200 individual | $1500 for a table of 8
More info: https://bc.anglican.ca/events/bishops-dinner--855/2026-01-27.
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Lunch at Our Place – 28 January
St Philips Missions committee is sponsoring a luncheon at Our Place on January 28th at noon. The volunteer role is to help serve the lunch behind the food counter at lunch time.
Please see or email Evelyn Savage cedar@telus.net for details and to sign up.
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Save the Date - Parish Epiphany retreat Saturday 31 January
St. Philip is on an exciting journey of discovery and we need your help!  On January 31st we will have “An Epiphany Retreat” during which we will have the opportunity to pray together, learn together, and discuss aspects of our parish’s Mission and Vision.  Such discussions are valuable on their own, but in this case, we hope that they will aid us in deciding how to proceed in our discussions about possibly moving to another building or whether we should stay at our present location.  Location and time details to follow.
- Fr. Allen, Judith and Larry
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St Philip Parish Vestry: Annual General Meeting & Annual Reports - Tues February 24, 2026
St Philip Oak Bay will hold its Annual Vestry Meeting (AGM) at the church on Tuesday 24 February 2025 (evening, time tbc).  We will receive 2025 reports, vote on a budget for 2026, and elect our Parish Council. We look forward to 2026 as we serve God by meeting the needs in the world. The 2026 agenda, 2025 annual reports, and 2026 budget will be circulated via email ahead of the meeting. Print copies will be available in the narthex.
This is the not-so-distant early warning for those writing annual reports... If you organized or led a group, team, or event at St Philip in 2025, we want to hear about it! Even a line or two helps to create a picture of this year in our life together. Reports will be due in to the office at the end of this month for collation, printing and circulation ahead of the meeting: please send as plain text to admin@stphilipvictoria.ca.
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Prayers & readings for Sun 4 January  & the following week: 
We pray for Anna, our bishop, and Allen, our rector. In our parish cycle of prayer, we pray for the maintenance team and project volunteers.
Diocese: Christ Church Alert Bay and their incumbent, Sheila Cook.
Eccl Province:  Diocese of Yukon
Anglican Church of Canada: Sheilagh McGlynn, Youth Ministries Animator; the Rev. Canon Dr. Scott Sharman, Animator for Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations
Anglican Communion: The Church of the Province of Central Africa
Collect: Eternal God, who by a star led wise men to the worship of your Son. Guide by your light the nations of the earth, that the whole world may know your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen
Anglican Communion Cycle of Prayer for the week:
· Mon 5 Jan The Diocese of Upper Shire - Central Africa
· Tues 6 Jan The Diocese of Shyira – Rwanda
· Wed 7 Jan The Diocese of Shyogwe –  Rwanda
· Thurs 8 Jan The Diocese of Sialkot –Pakistan 
· Fri 9 Jan The Diocese of Singapore –Province of SE Asia
· Sat 10 Jan The Diocese of Sittwe –Myanmar (Burma)
Lectionary for Sunday 4 January (Epiphany):  Jeremiah 31:7-14 or Sirach 24:1-12; Psalm 147:12-20 or Wisdom of Solomon 10:15-21; Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1:(1-9), 10-18
· Mon 5 Jan Psalm 72; Joshua 1:1-9; Hebrews 11:32-12:2
· Tues 6 Jan Epiphany of the Lord - Isaiah 60:1-6, Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14, Ephesians 3:1-12, Matthew 2:1-12
· Wed 7 Jan Psalm 72; 1 Kings 10:1-13; Ephesians 3:14-21;
· Thurs 8 Jan Psalm 29; 1 Samuel 3:1-9; Acts 9:1-9
· Fri 9 Jan Psalm 29; 1 Samuel 3:10-4:1a; Acts 9:10-19a
· Sat 10 Jan Psalm 29; 1 Samuel 7:3-17; Acts 9:19b-31
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Rector: Rev. Allen Doerksen (incumbent@stphilipvictoria.ca, 
work cell 236-508-2928; day off: Friday)
Warden: Judith Armstrong (jarmstrong@stphilipvictoria.ca)
 Warden: Larry Anthony (lanthony@stphilipvictoria.ca)
Parish Office Hours: Mon 1-4.30, Wed & Thurs 9-4.30 
250-592-6823  |   admin@stphilipvictoria.ca
Facebook including live streams: https://www.facebook.com/stphilipoakbay
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/stphilipoakbay/
Thank you for avoiding scented products at church.
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