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Processional - VU 60 (verse 1, 2, 4, 3, 5) “O Come All Ye Faithful”
Land Acknowledgement
We acknowledge that we at Trinity-Collingwood live, work, worship, and play on the traditional lands included in Treaty 18 also known as the Lake Simcoe Nottawasaga Treaty.  As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus once again, we remember that this holy season is meant to inspire us to share hope, peace, joy and love with all our relations.  May we live our lives gently in harmony with nature, listening, learning, and growing to be people of reconciliation. 

Announcements and Opportunities @Trinity

Gathering Words (Adapted from a prayer by Rev. Sarah Speed | A Sanctified Art | sanctifiedart.org)
One:	To this holy place, we come,
All:		dazzled and awe-struck,
		ready to sing alongside the angels.
One:	To this holy time, we come,
All:		eager and hopeful,
		ready to journey alongside the shepherds.
One:	In this holy moment, we come,
All:		quietly and tenderly,
		ready to worship alongside Mary.
One:	Throughout this holy life, we come,
All:		singing, trusting, believing, proclaiming:
		good news is louder than fear.
One:	Let us worship our good news, with-us God.

Choir:  “A Christmas Flourish” from the Mystery and the Majesty by Joseph M. Martin

Advent Candle Lighting (Prayer by Rev. Sarah Speed | A Sanctified Art | sanctifiedart.org) 

Relight two purple and the pink candle
A: In a world full of fear, where do you see the presence of love?
B: I see love all around us. I see love when people hold open the door. I see love in a warm embrace, a homemade casserole, a phone call after a long day. I see love in random acts of kindness and intentional acts of empathy. I see love all around us.
A: You are right. Even in a fearful world, love is all around us.
B: Today we light the candle of love as a reminder of this good news. May this flicker of light help us remember that even in a fearful world, love is here. Love is world-changing. Love is shining bright. We only have to look for it.
Light final purple candle
All: Thanks be to God for a love like that! Amen.

Sung Response: VU 7 (verse 4 and chorus) “Love is a flame”

Prayer of Confession (Prayer by Rev. Sarah Speed | A Sanctified Art | sanctifiedart.org)
God of angel choruses,
you hang the stars in the sky,
but we do not see them.
You fill the night with angelic song,
but we do not hear it.
You send shepherds to tell the good news,
but we do not believe them.
You bring love into the world,
but we do not seek it.
Quiet the fear in us 
that works to rationalize, minimize, and distract
from the good news you put forth into the world.
Tune our hearts back to your song.
With hope we pray,

… a pause for silent contemplation

Words of Assurance (Adapted from a prayer by Rev. Sarah Speed | A Sanctified Art | sanctifiedart.org): 
Listen again for the voices of the angels proclaiming: “Do not be afraid. I am bringing you good news of great joy for all people.”  This good news is: love freely given, grace radically extended, welcome always offered, belonging never restricted. We are seen, loved, welcomed, forgiven, called, and sent to serve. Thanks be to God for a love like that. Amen.

Hymn - VU 48 “Hark the Herald Angels Sing"

Remembering the Christmas Story in Song

Narrator: Linda Murphy
· “A Maiden Most Gentle” Words paraphrased from the Venerable Bede, Music arranged by Andrew Carter
Soloist: Sonja Ferris
· “A Joyful Magnificat” by Joseph M. Martin
Soloist: Maryellen Burgess
· “Walking to Bethlehem” Words by Lynne Wolfe-Richards and Ruth Elaine Schram; Music by Ruth Elaine Schram
· “Mary Rocked the Little Baby” Words: Nancy Price and Don Besig, Music: Don Besig 
Soloists: Maryellen Burgess, John Mutton
“Angels was A-Shoutin’ on Christmas Morn”. Words: John Parker; Music: David Lantz III 
Soloist: Ray Piercy
· “A Song to the Child” Words by Winnagene Hatch; Music: Korean Folk Song arranged by Winnagene Hatch
· “Pavane for a Silent Night” Words by Jean Anne Shafferman and orchestrated by Maurice Ravel
Choral Arrangement by: Patrick M. Liebergen

An Affirmation of Faith for Advent (Prayer by Rev. Sarah Speed | A Sanctified Art | sanctifiedart.org)
We have seen the valley.
We have seen a sky without stars.
We have seen the longest night,
and still we believe.

We believe in a with-us God.
We believe in the hope of tomorrow. 
We believe that good news is louder than fear.
We believe this good news is for all people. 

So even when our knees shake,
even when our voice trembles,
even when fear is all around us,
we will hold onto that good news.

We will reach for each other.
We will look for God in our midst.
We will sing songs of joy.
We will proclaim:
Unto us, love is born!

We have seen the longest night,
and we have seen unimaginable love.
So still, we believe. Amen.

Hymn - VU 76 “See Amid the Winter’s Snow”

God Supports and Lifts Us
Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer (Adapted from a prayer by Rev. Sarah Speed | A Sanctified Art | sanctifiedart.org)

Acknowledging our Offerings in Support of Trinity United’s ministries
Thank you for being here with us today.  Your presence helps make our celebrations more joyful.  If you are able and interested, we are always grateful for the financial support as well as the prayers of those who believe in our ministry.  Help us to continue to be a place of love and grace. Today we will pass the offering plates for those of you who wish to contribute cash or cheques.  If you are visitor today and would like a tax receipt, there is an envelope in your bulletin to give us your name and address.  If you would prefer to donate electronically, e-transfers can be made to office@collingwoodunitedchurch.ca. Thank you for your support.

The Offering is Collected

Offering Prayer
Loving God, we give you thanks for the grace and love you show us. As we share and give, may your love be revealed in our lives, in the lives of others, and in the world. Amen.
Sending Music - VU 91 (verse 3 and 5 choir only, all other verses all). “The First Nowell”

Commissioning 
As we go from our worship this day:
May the joy of the angels sing in our voices;
May the hope of the shepherds awaken our courage;
May the strong faith of Mary strengthen our spirits;
And may the love of the Baby shine in our hearts.

Benediction ((by Sarah Speed, Sanctified Arts) 
In the name of the One who calls, the One who sends, and the One who journeys with us — go in peace and be not afraid. Amen.

 Music to Inspire our Serving
************************************************************************



INSTRUMENTALISTS

VIOLIN: Susan Connolly 
FLUTE & CYMBALS: Jenna Scott 
TRUMPETS: Amy Lewis, Brian Lewis, Robin Watson, Amanda Clarke FRENCH HORN: Melanie Kearns 
TROMBONE: Adam Kearns 
TUBA: Norah Kearns 
PIANO ACCOMPANIST: Amanda Clarke


CANTATA  CHOIR MEMBERS

JOY BARR 
SARAH BAUMGARTEN * 
JOANNE BONNER 
MARYELLEN BURGESS ** 
SONJA FERRIS* ** 
HEATHER FERGUSON 
SARAH HURLBURT * 
PATTI WATSON 
CHRISTINE EVANS * 
KATHLEEN COBB 
JOAN BOUGHTON 
QUINN HAMMOND * 
MARY ELIZABETH PIERCY 
DIANNE RENO * 
DORIS SLOAN * 
ANDY COOPER 
RAY PIERCY ** 
JOHN MUTTON ** 
RALPH SNEYD 
PHILLIP WATSON 
AL WHITE 
JO HEINTZ
SYLVIA McLEOD
A Special Thanks to our Community Singers that joined the Trinity Choir this year for our Special Music * and to our Soloists. **
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