


December 24, 2025

The Anglican Parish of
Saint Barnabas

It is the mission of St. Barnabas Anglican Church to use
the gifts that God has given us in Christian service to others.

In the spirit of respect and truth, we honour the peoples of the Treaty 7
Territory and the Métis Nation of Alberta as we share this land.

Christmas Eve

Welcome to St. Barnabas Anglican Church. The altar flowers have been donated to
the Glory of Almighty in loving memory of dearly missed loved ones.

4:00 PM: Family Service with Holy Eucharist

Liturgy from The Book of Alternative Services
Hymns from Common Praise

Processional Hymn 123 “Once in Royal David’s City” (Irby)
Welcome

Lighting of the Advent and Christ Candles

The Word was the source of life, and this life brought light to mankind. The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has never put it out. The Word became a
human being and, full of grace and truth, lived among us. We saw his glory, the glory
which he received as the Father’s only Son. (John 1:4-5, 14)

We light this candle to remind us of the great light that comes at last with the birth
of Jesus, the Word of God made human for us. As we welcome him in the poor stable
in Bethlehem, we offer ourselves to bring his transforming love to birth in all dark
places, and to serve him in all our brothers and sisters.

The Advent and Christ candles are lit.

Let us pray: O God, your love was so great for us that you gave us your Son to
shine out in our darkness. Help us to make that love known to all the world,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.



Almighty God,
to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hidden.

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through
Christ our Lord. Amen

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give
you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take
away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand
of the Father: receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Collect of the Day: Eternal God, this holy night is radiant with the brilliance of your
one true light. As we have known the revelation of that light on earth, bring us to
see the splendour of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is
alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

1st Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7 Archie Adams

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of
deep darkness a light has dawned. You have enlarged the nation and increased their
joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as warriors rejoice when
dividing the plunder. For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the
yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor.
Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined
for burning, will be fuel for the fire. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and
the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his government
and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and
forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 96 Angela Wards
Refrain: All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.

Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. Sing to the Lord
and bless his name; proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. Declare



his glory among the nations and his wonders among all peoples. For great is the Lord
and greatly to be praised; he is more to be feared than all gods. Refrain

As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; but it is the Lord who made the
heavens. Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! Oh, the power and the
splendour of his sanctuary! Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; ascribe
to the Lord honour and power. Ascribe to the Lord the honour due his name; bring
offerings and come into his courts. Refrain

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; let the whole earth tremble before him.
Tell it out among the nations: "The Lord is King! he has made the world so firm that
it cannot be moved; he will judge the peoples with equity." Let the heavens rejoice
and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be
joyful and all that is therein. Refrain

Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the Lord when he comes,
when he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world with righteousness and
the peoples with his truth. Refrain

2nd Reading: Titus 2:11-14 Ed David

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-
controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. He it is who
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a
people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.

Gradual Hymn 126 “Away in a Manger” Cradle Son
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke 2:1-20

The Rev. Marcus Herrel
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from
the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,
because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While
they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds living in
the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.

Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I
am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in
the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you:
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’



And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising
God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among
those whom he favours!’

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known
what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in
her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard
and seen, as it had been told them.

The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Kersi Bird

Let us confess our faith, as we say,
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He
has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

The Prayers of the People (page 120 of the green book) Angela Wards
When the intercessor says “Hear us, O Lord”, please respond “Lord, grant us peace.”

The Confession: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in
mercy; he welcomes sinners and invites them to his table. Let us confess our sins,
confident in God’s forgiveness.

Most merciful God,



we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are
truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace
Offertory Hymn 154 “Joy to the World” (Antioch)

The Prayer over the Gifts: Source of light and gladness, accept all we offer on this
joyful feast. May we grow up with him who unites our lives to your; for he is Lord
now and for ever. Amen

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks and praise, almighty God, for the gift of a world full of wonder,
and for our life which comes from you. By your power you sustain the universe.

He chose to bear our griefs and sorrows, and to give up his life on the cross, that
he might shatter the chains of evil and death, and banish the darkness of sin and
despair. By his resurrection he brings us into the light of your presence.

Glory to you for ever and ever.

You created us to love you with all our heart, and to love each other as ourselves,
but we rebel against you by the evil that we do.

In Jesus, your Son, you bring healing to our world and gather us into one great
family. Therefore, with all who serve you on earth and in heaven, we praise your
wonderful name, as we say,

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

We give you thanks and praise, loving Father, because in sending Jesus, your Son,
to us you showed us how much you love us. He cares for the poor and the hungry.
He suffers with the sick and the rejected.



Betrayed and forsaken, he did not strike back but overcame hatred with love. On
the cross he defeated the power of sin and death. By raising him from the dead you
show us the power of your love to bring new life to all your people.

Glory to you for ever and ever.

On the night before he gave up his life for us, Jesus, at supper with his friends,
took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “Take this, all
of you, and eat it: this is my body which is given for you.”

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is the cup of my blood, the blood of the new
and eternal covenant, which is shed for you and for many, so that sins may be
forgiven. Do this in memory of me.”

Gracious God, with this bread and wine we celebrate the death and resurrection of
Jesus, and we offer ourselves to you in him. Send your Holy Spirit on us and on
these gifts, that we may know the presence of Jesus in the breaking of bread, and
share in the life of the family of your children.

Father, you call us to be your servants; fill us with the courage and love of Jesus,
that all the world may gather in joy at the table of your kingdom. We sing your
praise, almighty Father, through Jesus, our Lord, in the power of the Holy Spirit,
now and for ever.

Glory to you for ever and ever. Amen.

And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world.
God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life.

The gifts of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

All baptized persons are welcome to receive Communion. Please proceed to the base
of the chancel steps as directed by a sidesperson; if you are unable to do so, remain
seated in your pew and a priest will bring communion to you. After consuming the
wafer, you will be offered wine in two kinds — the common cup or a small glass.
Alternatively, you may touch the base of the chalice or receive a blessing.

Communion Hymn 136 “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks” (Winchester Old)
Communion Hymn 139 “The First Nowell” (The First Nowell)

Prayer after Communion: Father of all, tonight you have united earth and heaven
in sending your Son to take our human nature. May we who have tasted heavenly



things share in the life of his eternal kingdom. We ask this in the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

All your works praise you, O Lord.
And your faithful servants bless you.

Gracious God we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of your
Son Jesus Christ. May we, who share his body, live his risen life; we, who
drink his cup, bring life to others; we, whom the Spirit lights, give light to the
world. Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, so that we and all
your children shall be free, and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen

Post Communion Hymn 119 “Silent Night” (Stille Nacht)
During the singing of “Silent Night”, the tapers will be lit and the lights dimmed.

The Blessing

Recessional Hymn 138 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” (Mendelssohn)

Let us go forth in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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We wish you a very happy and healthy Christmas! Thank you for worshipping with
us on this holy day.

The Anglican Parish of St. Barnabas
1407 - 7 Avenue NW
Calgary, AB
T2N 0Z3
Tel. 403-283-3035
Email: office@stbarnabas.ca
Website: www.stbarnabas.ca

Celebrant: The Rev. Kersi Bird; Gospeller: The Rev. Marcus Herrel; Organist/Music
Director: Margaret Kosa; St. Barnabas Choir; Lay Assistant: Angela Wards;
Crucifer: Kingsley Ibe; Readers: Archie Adams, Ed David; Sidespersons: Wes and
Pat Bluhm; Altar Guild: Lesley Stuart, Angela Wards; Rector’s Warden: Phil Field;
Assistant Rector’s Warden: Les Parsons; People’s Warden: Jill Stroud; Assistant
People’s Warden: Denver Barg
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