
Joseph shows that mercy is a choice that comes from a  
 
______________________. 
 
As he was thinking about this, an angel from the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream and said, Joseph son of David, don’t be afraid to take 
Mary as your wife, because the child she carries was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit.  - Matthew 1:20 (CEB)  
 
God often speaks quietly,  ______________________. 
 
As he was thinking about this, an angel from the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream and said, Joseph son of David, don’t be afraid to take 
Mary as your wife, because the child she carries was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit.  - Matthew 1:20 (CEB) 
 
Following God’s Direction requires us to _____________. 
 
Reflection Questions: 
† Where do you sense God inviting you to trust more deeply in 

this season of Advent?  
† What judgments are keeping you from responding to God’s 

guidance?  
† How might you make space to listen for God’s voice in quieter, 

more intentional ways? 
 
 
Challenge 
Identify one relationship or situation where you can respond with 
mercy instead of frustration or judgment. Take one concrete step 
that reflects Joseph’s faith-filled and compassionate heart.  
 
 
Daily Prayer 
Holy God, help me slow down and listen for your guidance. When I 
feel uncertain, give me courage. When I am tempted to judge, teach 
me mercy. Shape my heart so I may follow your leading with trust 
and love. Amen  

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ took 
place. When Mary his mother was 
engaged to Joseph, before they were 
married, she became pregnant by the Holy 
Spirit. Joseph her husband was a righteous 
man.—Matthew 1:18-19a (CEB) 


