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Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Communion 10:00am
Rev. Jeremiah Smith

Parkside Lutheran Values

Proclaiming Grace - Jesus shared and lived out a message of grace, love, and new life. We believe these promises come from God freely, as a gift for all. We are loved and the Spirit inspires us to share this good news in accessible, relevant, and new ways. Luke 4:17-19, John 1:16-17, John 3:16-17, Ephesians 2:8-9

Practicing Hospitality – Jesus welcomed the little children, broke bread with outcasts, and proclaimed the Good News to all. Whether you are strong in faith, wrestling with doubt, or somewhere in between, we affirm that you are welcome here. Jesus is for everyone. Leviticus 19:34, Matthew 9:10, Matthew 19:14, Hebrews 13:2

Loving Boldly - Jesus challenged traditions to demonstrate God’s justice and love of neighbor. His compassionate and sacrificial love inspires us to take risks. Striving to follow his command to love neighbor, our ministries serve, transform, and advocate for folks near and far. Micah 6:8, Mark 11:15-17, Luke 10:25-28, John 15:12-13 

Cultivating Community - Jesus built communities that transformed lives. We are the body of Christ and we are called to continue this ministry of transformation. Guided by the Holy Spirit, we build connections within and outside of these walls, and with all of God’s creation. Ecclesiastes 4:9-12, Matthew 28:16-20, 1 Corinthians 12:12-14, Galatians 3:26-29
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: Handshake]Welcome Visitors!  
Please use QR code
to let us know you were here today or to sign up for our weekly enewsletter   
or,  sign up for weekly enewsletter via website parksidelutheran.org.  
Find us on Facebook & Instagram     WIFI: Balcony  password: FreeGrace

For your safety in the event of an emergency: In addition to the three exits in the back of the sanctuary, there are exits on either side of the altar (on left side: floor level near piano and up steps past altar. On right side: up steps to the altar, past band area)  

Contact us:  (716) 836-1361
2 Wallace Ave. Buffalo, NY 14214
parksidelutheran.org | parksidelutheran@gmail.com

GATHER
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

EVEN IN OUR FEAR, WE ARE CALLED FORWARD

PRELUDE                                                                                       MICHAEL HOOKER, Music Director

CALL TO WORSHIP   
WA:  Here in worship—
C:  we pray together,
WA:  we stand together,
C:  we sing together,
WA:  we listen together.
C:  Here in worship—we are not alone. 
WA:  So when life gives you reason to grieve, to fear, or to worry, remember this moment.
C:  We are not alone.
WA:  Let us worship our with-us God.  
                                 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  	

+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   
P:  Friends, hope can feel slippery.  Fortunately for us, God’s grace is not.  No matter what we are able to hold, God is able to hold onto us.  So trusting that God’s grace does not let us go, join me in the prayer of confession.
      Gracious God, you paint picture of what could be,
C:  but we declare those visions impossible.
P:  You speak of the lion lying down with the lamb
C:  but we spout skepticism and uncertainty.
P:  You dream of a more just day,
C:  but we poke holes in the plan, unable to fathom that horizon.
P:  Forgive us for losing sight of hope.
C:  Forgive us for assuming that what we see is all there is.
P:  Open up our hearts to see the world as you see it.
C:  Open up our hearts to risk hope, to dream dreams, and to not be afraid of either.  With gratitude we pray.  Amen.  
P:  Friends, no matter what you hold onto, and no matter what you let slip through your hands, God is holding onto you.  That good news will never change.
     So hear and believe the good news of the Gospel:  Today is a new day.  Today we have reason to hope.  Today we are forgiven.  And the same will be true tomorrow.  Thanks be to God for a love like that.  C: Amen.   
+LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
P:  In a world full of fear, where do you see the presence of love?
C:  We see love all around us.  We see love when people hold open the door.  We see love in a warm embrace, a homemade casserole, a phone call after a long day.  We see love in random acts of kindness and intentional acts of empathy.  We see love all around us.
P:  You are right.  Even in a fearful world, love is all around us.  Today we light the candle of love as a reminder of this good news.  May this flicker of light help us remember that even in a fearful world, love is here.  Love is world changing.  Love is shining bright.  We only have to look for it.
C:  Thanks be to God for a love like that!  Amen.

SONG:     ADVENT WREATH HYMN    (tune:  Away in a Manger)
A candle is burning, a candle of Love; 
A candle to point us to heaven above.
A baby for Christmas, a wonderful birth; 
For Jesus is bringing God’s Love to our earth.

During song: All Pageant Participants are invited to come and sit in the front few pews or on the floor. Mary and Angle move front and center. 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel – An Instant Christmas Pageant

Premise: The basic idea for this service came from discussions within the Children & Youth Worship team at High River United Church.  The play was originally written about 18 months after the 2013 flood in High River, Alberta, Canada, which devastated the whole town.  So many people were still struggling to rebuild, renovate, and re-establish homes and businesses.  As the Children & Youth Worship team imagined this service, the message we needed to offer became clear:  God is with us!  We are not alone!                                                                                                           
      Here at Parkside Lutheran the pop-up pageant reminds us that we all have a role to play in telling this story.  As people of faith, we strive not for rehearsed perfection but authenticity and joy-filled worship.

Scripture reading: Luke 1:26-38
Narrator: It was the sixth month of the year, when the angel Gabriel came to visit a young woman named Mary.  Mary lived in the town of Nazareth in Galilee.  She was engaged to a man named Joseph.  The angel said to Mary,
Gabriel: “Greetings, beautiful Mary.  God is with you.”  But Mary was confused.  
Mary: Who was this?  Why was he saying these things to her?  
The angel continued.  Gabriel: “Do not be afraid, Mary.  God has chosen you to do something special.  You are going to have a baby, and it will be God’s child.  You will name him Jesus, which means ‘God saves us.’  This baby of yours will be a great person.  He will be called the Son of God.  He will be the ruler of his people forever and ever.”  Mary was still confused.  
Mary: “How can this be?  I’m not yet married.”  
The angel answered, Gabriel: “The Holy Spirit will come to you.  This will be God’s holy child.  Nothing is impossible for God.”  
Then Mary nodded and said, Mary: “Here I am.  I’m ready.  Let it be just as you say.”  Then the angel left.
Mary: This is a disaster.  It was so amazing and so awesome when the angel came to me.  I was overwhelmed with wonder.  I felt as if I could do anything.  But now the reality is setting in.  What will Joseph say?  What will my family say?  What will the community say?  How could God do this to me?  I think I’m having a panic attack!   (she takes several quick shallow breaths)  
Oh dear, I said “yes” to this? 

One or two sheep come up to Mary and say,
Baa!  God is with you; you are not alone.

  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” verses 1, 7 & 8 ELW 257
                                             1O come, O come, Emanuel
                              and ransom captive Israel,
                             that mourns in lonely exile here
                             until the Son of God appear.  refrain

7.O come, O King of nations, come,  	      8. O come, O come, Emmanuel,
  O Cornerstone that binds in one;                      and ransom captive Israel,
  refresh the hearts that long for you;                 that mourns in lonely exile here
 restore the broken, make us new. refrain               until the Son of God appear. refrain     
                                                                               
                                                                 
          refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
[bookmark: _Hlk110253042]   

Mary and sheep sit on steps around manger.  
Joseph and Gabriel move to the front and center.


Scripture Reading:  Matthew 1:18-25
This is how the birth of Jesus happened.  Mary and Joseph were engaged but they were not yet married.  Mary told Joseph that she was pregnant with God’s child.  Joseph was a good man and he didn’t want to hurt Mary.  But he was also confused and upset.  Then an angel came to Joseph in a dream and said, 

Gabriel: “Joseph, son of David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife.  Her baby is God’s child.  It’s true.  When her son is born, name him Jesus.  He will also be called ‘Emmanuel.’  That means ‘God is with us.’”  
When Joseph woke up from his dream, he welcomed Mary into his home.  Then, when the baby was born, he named him Jesus.

Joseph: My life is a nightmare right now.  I was working so hard to get ready for the wedding, building a house and all of the furniture that Mary and I would need.  Then she comes to tell me she is pregnant.  What am I supposed to say to that?  She says the child is from God.  What am I supposed to say to that?  I have been so angry.  I love Mary.  I want to care for her.  But how could she do this to me?  (He pauses)  And then this dream—telling me it will be alright.  Okay.  I’ll do what God asks, but my life still feels scary right now.

All the kids say,  Baa!  God is with you; you are not alone.

Joseph and sheep sit around manger.

CAROL:  O Little Town of Bethlehem   ELW #279
1. O little town of Bethlehem how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

2. For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above
While mortals sleep the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love.
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth!

Scripture reading:  Luke 2:1-7
In those days an order went out from Emperor Augustus.  He said that all the world should pay taxes.  Everyone went to their own hometowns to pay the tax.  Joseph went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to the city of Bethlehem because that was the place where his grandparents came from.  He was engaged to Mary, and Mary was expecting a child.  So, they travelled together to Bethlehem.  When they got there, it was time for the baby to be born.  Mary gave birth to her first son.  She wrapped him in a blanket and laid him in a manger because there was no room in the inn.
Innkeeper stands in the front of the sanctuary with a lantern and yawns.
INNKEEPER
What do people expect?  That they can just come knocking on my door anytime of day or night and find a room?  Especially with the census going on and all these extra people.  What do they think I am, a miracle worker?  I was just tucked into my bed, everything done for the day, and then I heard it again.  Knock, knock, knock.  It was a young couple.  She was pregnant and she was in labor.  What was I to do?  I had no room.  I told them that.  But tough as I try to be, I’ve got a soft heart when it comes to babies.  So, I took them to the barn.  I have no clue what they’re going to do tomorrow.  But for tonight they have warm spot…a bit stinky but still warm.  I’m heading back to bed.  (Shakes his head)  I do feel sorry for that young couple, though!  Having their baby in a barn! Did I do the right thing?

All the kids say,
Baa!  God is with you; you are not alone.

Shepherds and rest of the sheep/farm animals move to front on piano side.  Angels gather up front on Christmas tree side.

HYMN:  Away in a Manger                         ELW #277                                                                           
Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky
and stay by my cradle till morning is night.


Scripture reading:  Luke 2:8-16
Near Bethlehem, there were shepherds living in the fields.  They kept guard over their flocks of sheep each night.  Suddenly the angel of the Lord appeared before them.  The shepherds were afraid, but the angel said, 
Lead Angel: “Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news, joyful news.  Today in Bethlehem the Savior has been born.  Go and find the baby lying in a manger.”  Suddenly the sky was filled with angels who sang: 
C: “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace to everyone on earth.”  
When the angels had left, the shepherds hurried to Bethlehem.  They found Mary and Joseph and the baby in the manger.  When the shepherds left the stable, they began to tell everyone about Jesus’ birth.  They shouted out praise to God as they returned to the fields.  Mary listened carefully and watched carefully.  She wanted to remember everything that happened that night.  And Mary kept all of this in her heart.

 SHEPHERD (clearly super excited)
It was amazing.  No!  Awesome.  No!  Tremendously outstanding.  Astonishing, marvelous, inspiring, remarkable, incredible, surprising!  (takes a deep breath, trying to calm down)  The angels.  Hundreds of them.  No, thousands of them. (speaks faster and faster)  The sky was full of them.  I was there and still I don’t believe it.  And then one spoke and told us of God’s peace.  And then told us about a baby from God, in Bethlehem.  I just can’t believe it.  It’s so amazing.  But wait a minute.  We left all the sheep in the field (turns back to the field and back to follow the other shepherds) Yikes, no one is watching the sheep!  (keeps looking repeatedly back to the field then forward to Bethlehem) I don’t know what to do.

All the kids say,
Baa!  God is with you; you are not alone.

Herod and Wise Ones move towards the front.

HYMN:  Angels We Have Heard on High  ELW #289
1. Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains.
Refrain:  Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

2. Shepherd, why this jubilee?  Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heav’nly song?
Refrain



Scripture reading:  Matthew 2:1-12
King Herod was king in Jerusalem when Jesus was born.  Three wise travelers from the East came looking for the baby.  They were following a star.  They asked King Herod to help them find the baby.  
Wise ones: “Where is the child who has been born, the one who will be the new king?  We saw his star in the east and we have come to worship him.”  

When King Herod heard this, he was frightened.  He called together his priests and scribes and asked where the child would be born.  Then Herod gave the wise travelers directions to Bethlehem.  He said to them, 

HEROD:  “Go, find the child, and when you find him, let me know where he is.  I want to worship him, too.”  
     Then the wise ones set off again.  They followed the star to Bethlehem.  The star stopped over a house.  The Wise Ones went in and found the baby and his mother.  They knelt down and worshipped Jesus.  Then they gave three gifts to the baby: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  A message came to them in a dream.  They were told that King Herod wanted to harm the baby.  So they didn’t go back to Herod.  They went home another way.

 
WISE ONE
You should have heard the arguments.  We should go this way.  No, the star is telling us to go this way.  No, I’m sure it is this way.  Talk about confusion.  And then what to bring for a gift for a royal baby.  Gold, frankincense, myrrh.  I thought it should be a soft blanket, stitched with gold embroidery, of course.  Yup—there were arguments before we left.  Confusion about which way to go, confusion about what gift to bring.  It’s a wonder we even got on the road.  Somehow, we made it to Jerusalem.  We were welcomed into King Herod’s presence because, of course, we are important people.  But somehow, I don’t trust him.  Yes, he gave us a possible location for the child.  But he can’t be too happy about this baby.  It doesn’t seem to be his son.  He said to return and tell him about the baby, but I don’t trust his motives.  It’s all quite confusing.  I’m not sure how we’re going to make sense of all this.  Now, which way is Bethlehem?  Looks like my friends have decided which way to go, though they aren’t usually right about anything.  They’ll need my input. (shakes his head) Confusing, confusing, confusing!

All the kids say,
Baa!  God is with you; you are not alone.

SONGS:   “O Come All Ye Faithful” and “Go Tell it on the Mountain”
Sunday School Choir
The Sheep—Once More
The little sheep, facing the congregation, loudly proclaim:
That’s Emmanuel; that’s God with us.  We are not alone!


Thank You to all participants!
 Please return to your seats during the passing of the peace.


PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.   C: And also with you.

MEAL    
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ


OFFERING       Congregation may be seatedWe are grateful to those who help sustain our mission. To donate online, please use QR code:
[image: ][image: ]





OFFERING PRAYER 
WA:  Let us pray together:  
C:  Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert.  Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come.  Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk207877586]
Please stand as you are able
+ OFFERTORY SONG     “WE ARE AN OFFERING”   ELW 692  
       We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you;
       We are an offering. Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands,
       Lord, use our lives, they are yours; We are an offering.
       All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be-
       we give to you, we give to you.
       We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you;
       We are an offering. We are an offering.


GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE:
P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You comforted your people with the promise of a Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the host of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:


HOLY HOLY HOLY  ELW SETTING 4  (p. 153) 
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GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P: With-us God, we live in a fearful world.  If we’re honest, we come to this table today with the taste of fear on our tongues.  We come to this table carrying our anxiety.  We come to this table asking for guidance.  We come to this table with all of life’s “what-ifs.”  
     But you do not disregard our fear.  You do not brush it under the rug or call us foolish.  You do not ignore the realities in front of us.  You do not dish out hurtful platitudes, telling us to “toughen up” or “power through.”
     Instead, you meet us here.  You listen to our fears.  You remind us that we are not alone.  You surround us with people who love us.  You show us where we are strong.  You walk beside us.  And you give us a new song to sing.
     In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
    Today we pray, gracious God:  replace the fear on our tongues with words of hope and songs of joy.  As we come to this table, remind us that even in a fearful world, you are on the move.  Remind us that even in a fearful world, you are here, inviting us to this table, nourishing our spirits, reminding us that we belong, calling us by name.
     Instill that good news in us, for this is a joyful feast.  Fear is not the loudest voice today.  What a gift that is. 
     Now with hope for a better tomorrow, we pray in your Son’s name.  C: Amen

LORD’S PRAYER  
P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.


INVITATION TO THE TABLE
P:  Friends, did you ever have a moment growing up when you walked into the school cafeteria, panned the faces in the crowd, and wondered if you were going to have a place to sit?
     Did you ever have a moment, maybe as a new student or at the start of a new school year, when fear nibbled at the back of your mind because you weren’t sure where you belonged?
     I image, at some point or another, most of us have experienced that kind of fear.  But here at this table, you never have to wonder.
     Here at this table, there is enough room, enough food, enough love for everyone.  Here at this table, Jesus is standing up on his chair, waving his hands over his head, saying to each of you, “I saved you a seat!”  Here at this table, you are wanted and welcomed.  You are safe and loved.  Here at this table, you belong.
     So my friends, there is no need for fear here, for this is a joyful feast.  And you are invited.  Come.  All are welcome.

At Parkside Lutheran Church we have an open table. We believe the invitation to receive comes from Jesus himself and all are welcome at Christ’s table. More than just Bread and Wine these are tangible signs of God’s love for you! If you do not wish to receive communion but would like a blessing, come forward and cross your arms over your chest. The Pastor will give you a blessing before you return to your seat via the side aisle. You’ll receive a communion wafer* in your hands. You may dip it in the cup of wine or juice.  When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say:
  “The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.” 
  and each person may respond : Amen       
*Please let Pastor know if you need a gluten-free bread. 

THE COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION                  

[bookmark: _Hlk155867907]
COMMUNION SONG   ELW SETTING 4     (p. 154)
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COMMUNION SONG:    WAIT FOR THE LORD    ELW #262
[image: C:\Users\north_000\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\Wait for the Lord (Melody).tif]
POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P: The Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in God's grace.  C: Amen.




PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
WA:   Let us pray together. 
C:   Loving God, in a world racked with fear, you gather us together.  You set the table.  You meet us here.  You nourish our bodies as you nourish our spirits.  You remind us that this is a joyful feast, and that fear cannot win every time.  So with renewed courage, with renewed hope, with renewed conviction, send us out into the world.  Help us to feed others as you have fed us.  With gratitude we pray.  Amen.


[bookmark: _Hlk214536604]SENDING - God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 


BLESSING
P:   In a fearful world, may you look for God’s spirit.  May you reach for each other’s hands.  May you choose courage whenever you can.  And in all things, may you remember that good news is louder than fear.  In the name of the one who calls, the one who sends, and the one who journeys with, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit—go in peace and be not afraid.  C:  Amen.


SENDING HYMN:     AWAKE, AWAKE, AND GREET THE NEW MORN    ELW #242   
(printed next page)
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[bookmark: _Hlk195781860]DISMISSAL AND POSTLUDE
WA: Parkside Lutheran Church is rediscovering the radical love of Jesus.
C: Gathering All. Serving All. Caring for All.
WA:  Go in peace.  Keep awake.
C:  Thanks be to God.  

[bookmark: _Hlk215739809]ELW MUSIC LICENSED FROM SUNDAYS & SEASONS, AUGSBURG FORTRESS   CCLI MUSIC LICENSE # 11440069 , CCLI 
STREAMING LICENSE#21835523 DO NOT DUPLICATE ANY MUSIC OR LITURGY HEREIN WITHOUT LICENSE AND PERMISSION
[image: Flowers in pot]To sponsor Altar flowers or a Soloist in honor of a loved one
or to mark a special occasion. Contact the office for more info.


PARKSIDE STAFF:
• The Rev.  Jeremiah Smith: prjeremiahpsmith@gmail.com
• Kris Pope & Suzanne Gracie, Admin. Assistants (Church Office): parksidelutheran@gmail.com
• Mike Hooker, Music Director: mrhooker@me.com

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: M/T/R 10:00am-3:00pm   (716)836-1361  



SCHEDULES and Events:
	[bookmark: _Hlk199838728]Acolytes:
	 
	Worship Assistants

	12/21 – Franklin & Hudson
	
	12/21 - John

	12/24 AM – Chris & Katie
	
	12/24 AM – Susan

	12/24 PM – David & Grace
	
	12/24 PM - Susan

	Readers:
	 
	Ushers:

	12/21 – Kathie
	
	12/21 – David H & Sue S

	12/24 AM - Sarah
	
	12/24 AM – Zack R, Joanne N & Charlie R

	12/24 PM – Susan
	
	12/24 PM – Dave C, Joanne N & Charlie R



Coming up: 
· December 24th – Christmas Eve Family Service 10am & Candle Light Service 10pm
· December 28th – Lessons & Carols 10am 
· January 3rd – olHoliday Hayride 4pm – 7pm – Contact the Office if you are able to volunteer or donate.  See sign-up sheets in the Narthex!
· [bookmark: _Hlk215739782]January 17th – Lego Night in Fellowship Hall 5 – 7pm 

[bookmark: _Hlk211943654]Visit our website for more information about these and other Events at Parkside – www.parksidelutheran.org/events



	[bookmark: _Hlk153794339]Poinsettias given by:
	


	
Pam & Jim Budny:
In honor of our Grandchildren

	
Susan McNamara:
In memory of Loved Ones 

	
Susan Bundt:
In memory of Richard & Patricia Bundt
	
Stephanie Rogers
In memory of Patricia A Taylor


	
Diane Elrod:
In memory of William Elrod

	
Gail Petschke:
In memory of Thomas Petschke
In memory of Thomas Petschke Jr.


	
Kaetlyn Simpson:
In memory of Oma & Opa

	Kathy & Gary Szakmary:
In memory of Jutta (Oma) & Ernest (Opa) Kosan 

	
Gary & Susan Kenline:
In honor of Our Family & Friends 

	
Jeremiah Smith:
In honor of kids who make joyful noises in worship; In memory of Sherilyn E. Smith; Robert and Beverly Evans

	
The Griffa & Harden Families:
In honor of June H. Dennis; In Memory of Arthur J. Griffa & Walter J. Harston
	
The Then Family:
In honor of Loved Ones 


	
Pat Wilson & The Krolewski Family:
In memory of Fran Ball
	Katie Simon:
In memory of Herbert, Gloria, & Paul Simon and Gene & Isabelle Schoetz


	
Jen & Josiah Kachelmeyer:
In memory of Tom Kachelmeyer, Jeff Donato, Eleanor & David Scott, Barb Holmes

	
Paul & Linda Witmer:
In honor of Loved Ones


	Emma Spronk:
In memory of Art Spronk & 
Kathleen Van Arragon

	



2025 Christmas Wish List
Our Values at Parkside are: Proclaiming Grace, Extending Hospitality, Loving Boldly, and Cultivating Community. Without you, and God at work through you, these would remain just words on a page. We invite those who are able, to consider a year end gift towards one of the items from our Christmas List. You need not feel like you must cover the total cost of an item, but are welcome to contribute any amount. We give thanks to God for all the ways you make ministry happen. May God Bless You and we hope to see you for Advent and Christmas Celebrations.															-Pastor Jeremiah 
For Outreach Ministry:
· Sponsor Buffalo Burrito Project - $200	
-    Covers Burritos, Coffee, snacks and more for 60 to 100 neighbors who are hungry.
· Sponsor Food Pantry Overhead, including utilities, etc - $100
For The Office:
· Roll of Stamps -  $78
· In 2026 we hope to send out a Spring and Fall Newsletter. Covering the stamps helps keep our community informed on upcoming Events and Good News!
For Property:
· Installing Crash Bars- $1000 x 6 
· For increased accessibility and safety, we want to convert all doors into crash bars.
For Hospitality:
· Self-Serve coffee bar in Narthex - $25 x 12
· As we seek to build community in a way that does not place more work on volunteers, we would like to add a self-serve coffee bar in the Narthex. This way, folks can feel encouraged to have conversation and build community after worship. Gifts will cover Keurigs, Coffee, and supplies.		   

For Worship:
· Sponsor a Soloist - $150
-  A soloist assists in congregational singing and an aid to our worship. If you sponsor a soloist, you can talk with music Director Michael Hooker and make recommendations for special music!
· Christmas Trees -  $600 x 1 
(Thank you to a Generous Donor who sponsored one tree!)
· After a 100 years of using real trees, we have decided to invest in pre-lit trees. These are less of a fire hazard, easier on volunteers, and better stewardship of resources. 
· Sponsor Flowers for the Easter Cross - $175
For Education:
· Sponsor Child Care for a Sunday - $50
· We are so blessed to have wonderful staff who offer safe, welcoming, loving care. We are currently looking to hire a second staff person. Your gift helps with this most important investment, our youngest members.

· Curriculum - $200
· From worksheets and engaging videos, to silly games, our digital curriculum offered through the ELCA’s publishing arm, spark house digital, is a wonderful asset to Confirmation and Sunday School.
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or click on the “GIVE” link on our  website:   www.parksparksidelutheran.org  
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Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart!

Text: Taizé Community

Music: WAIT FOR THE LORD, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994

Text and Music ©1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright adminisrator or reporting usage under valid license.
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: REJOICE, REJOICE, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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