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Without a doubt, one of the most well-known family feuds in American history, maybe even world history, was the bitter dispute between the Hatfields and the McCoys. In fact, to this day, those names are synonymous with fighting and quarreling.
· I want to show you a picture. Taken around 1920.

But I grew up hearing stories about the Hatfield-McCoy feud, which was a bloody, decades-long family conflict along the Kentucky-West Virginia border.
· The McCoys, lived on the Kentucky side and the Hatfields on the West Virginia side.

But the trouble began in 1878 when Randolph McCoy accused Floyd Hatfield of stealing one of his hogs, a serious offense in that day that ended up in court. 
· Now, the McCoys were unable to prove the crime so, the case was dropped. 
· But from that point on, the poisonous root of bitterness began to grow.  

Four years later, one of the McCoy boys ran for public office and on election day he was insulted by Ellison Hatfield.
· The three McCoy’s sons chose to exact revenge by killing Ellison Hatfield. 
· The Hatfields retaliated by killing the three young McCoys.

Tensions only escalated from there. 
· In fact, both governors called in the National Guard to stop the fighting between the Hatfields and McCoys.

Finally, eight members of the Hatfield family were kidnapped in West Virginia and brought over the state line to stand trial in Kentucky.  
· The states entered the legal battle, arguing for or against the right to try these men in Kentucky courts.  
· Eventually, the case went all the way to the United States Supreme Court, which ruled in favor of Kentucky.  
· And eight Hatfield family members were found guilty of murdering two of Randolph McCoy’s children when they burned the McCoy’s farmhouse to the ground on New Year’s Day in 1888.

As a result of the verdict, one of the Hatfields was hung publicly, and the other seven were sentenced to life in prison.

All in all, 12 members of the Hatfield and McCoy families died in the feud — and it all started with a stolen pig.

PAUSE
Today, we continue in our Advent sermon series title Missing Peace and this Advent season we’re teasing out why Jesus is called the Prince of Peace. 
· In week one, we determined that Jesus is Prince of Peace because He alone secures our peace with God.
· Romans 5:1 NLT Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace with God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us.
· In our natural state, we are at war with God. But Paul says the first consequence of repenting of our sins and turning to Christ in faith is that there is no more hostility between us and God.
· Because of the cross, because of his substitutionary death, we who were at one time living in rebellion against God can now be reconciled to him and we can have peace with God.
· Last week, we discovered that Jesus is called the Prince of Peace because He alone provides the peace of God.
· Philippians 4:6-7 NLT Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. 7 Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.
· The peace of God follows directly from peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ (Rom. 5:1) who made that peace by the blood of his cross (Col. 1:20).[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Ralph P. Martin, Philippians: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 11, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1987), 176.] 

· He is the source of our daily peace and one of the promises of Scripture, is that we can have the peace of God, inner tranquility of the soul, even when life is out of control.

But there’s another reason Jesus is called the Prince of Peace:
Jesus is called the Prince of Peace because He makes it possible for us to have peace with one another.
The gospel is the Good News of peace with God and peace from God. 
· But the Good News of peace not only addresses our individual relationships with God, but also our relationships with one another.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Richard D. Patterson and Andrew E. Hill, Cornerstone Biblical Commentary, Vol 10: Minor Prophets, Hosea–Malachi (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 2008), 330.] 


Ephesians 2:11-21 NLT Don’t forget that you Gentiles used to be outsiders. You were called “uncircumcised heathens” by the Jews, who were proud of their circumcision, even though it affected only their bodies and not their hearts. 12 In those days you were living apart from Christ. You were excluded from citizenship among the people of Israel, and you did not know the covenant promises God had made to them. You lived in this world without God and without hope. 13 But now you have been united with Christ Jesus. Once you were far away from God, but now you have been brought near to him through the blood of Christ.
14 For Christ himself has brought peace to us. He united Jews and Gentiles into one people when, in his own body on the cross, he broke down the wall of hostility that separated us. 15 He did this by ending the system of law with its commandments and regulations. He made peace between Jews and Gentiles by creating in himself one new people from the two groups. 16 Together as one body, Christ reconciled both groups to God by means of his death on the cross, and our hostility toward each other was put to death. 17 He brought this Good News of peace to you Gentiles who were far away from him, and peace to the Jews who were near. 18 Now all of us can come to the Father through the same Holy Spirit because of what Christ has done for us. 19 So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners. You are citizens along with all of God’s holy people. You are members of God’s family. 20 Together, we are his house, built on the foundation of the apostles and the prophets. And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself. 21 We are carefully joined together in him, becoming a holy temple for the Lord.
Peace is the key word in this Ephesians passage. 
· While sin always separates—the Cross brings peace. 
· And the Cross removed not only the distance between God and sinners (Eph. 2:16, 18) but also the distance between one sinner and another (2:14, 15). 

And according to Scripture, those who belong to Christ are to work for peace…
Psalm 34:12-14 NLT Does anyone want to live a life that is long and prosperous? 13 Then keep your tongue from speaking evil and your lips from telling lies! 14 Turn away from evil and do good. Search for peace, and work to maintain it.
Hebrews 12:14 NLT Work at living in peace with everyone, and work at living a holy life, for those who are not holy will not see the Lord. 
1 Peter 3:11 NLT Turn away from evil and do good. Search for peace, and work to maintain it.

And then in the SotM, Jesus said…
Matthew 5:9 NLT God blesses those who work for peace, for they will be called the children of God.
· The God of peace expects his people to be people of peace—even peacemakers.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Patterson and Hill, Cornerstone Biblical Commentary, 330.] 


So, a question worth asking is: how can we be peacemakers? 
If we belong to Christ, if we have repented of our sins and been born again, then how can we follow the command of Christ and be a disciple who works to bring about peace?

PAUSE
If you have your Bibles let’s turn to Romans 12.
· In the first eleven chapters of Romans, Paul dives headfirst into the gospel. 
· He lays out the plan of salvation and tells us that Christians are those who have been rescued from a life of sin that would have led to everlasting punishment but now through faith in Christ, we have been transferred to the realm of righteousness because of the atoning death of Jesus Christ.
· But in chapter 12 Paul turns his attention to the implications of the truth he has just presented. 
· Romans 12 is where Paul says, “In light of what God has done, here is how we should live.”[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Kenneth Boa and William Kruidenier, Romans, vol. 6, Holman New Testament Commentary (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2000), 358.] 

· There’s a misnomer in our culture that we can follow Jesus while continuing to live the way we’ve always lived. But that is not a biblical message. 
· Jesus brings a radical transformation to every part of our lives and in the chapters that follow it becomes clear that the gospel not only brings radical transformation to our hearts and minds, but also to our relationships.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  John R. W. Stott, The Message of Romans: God’s Good News for the World, The Bible Speaks Today (Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2001), 41.] 


And beginning in verse 17, Paul tells us how to be peacemakers in a world that would rather fight and feud. Paul tells us how to be peacemakers in a world that tells us to get even and always settle the score. Let’s pick up in…

So, to those who have turned to Christ, to those who have chosen to give their bodies to God because of all he has done for us. To those who have determined to let their lives be a living and holy sacrifice—to those who have decided not to copy the behavior and customs of this world, but to let God transform us into a new person by changing the way we think … Paul says…
Romans 12:17-21 NLT Never pay back evil with more evil. Do things in such a way that everyone can see you are honorable. 18 Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone. 19 Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the righteous anger of God. For the Scriptures say, “I will take revenge; I will pay them back,” says the Lord. 20 Instead, “If your enemies are hungry, feed them. If they are thirsty, give them something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals of shame on their heads.” 21 Don’t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing good.

In a world full of conflict, what can we learn from Romans 12 about being a peacemaker? 
I think there are at least six decisions Paul tells us we must make, and I want to thank the respected Bible teacher Stephen Davey for his teaching on this text because he’s given me much inspiration for this sermon today.

Six decisions to consider and here’s the first. To be a peacemaker…
I. We must commit to not repaying evil with evil. 

Romans 12:17 NLT Never pay back evil with more evil…
The Bible doesn’t say, “most of time or usually or as long as it doesn’t involve this or that …” Paul says never and never means never.
· The clear command is, do not repay anyone evil for evil—whether a fellow believer or an unbeliever outside the church.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Boa and Kruidenier, Romans, 376.] 


And we think of evil as something really vile or wicked. But the word could be rendered as that which is wrong, ugly, ill-born, or mean.
· So, when someone is mean to us, we are not to respond in like fashion.

Scorpions in your shoes.
· To allow an insult or personal wrong to occupy our minds with revenge, is like intentionally slipping our foot into a house shoe with a scorpion; but to overlook an offense or respond to it with the kind of mercy God has shown us, is to leave the scorpion on the ground where it belongs while we move past it, and are free of it.

Sometimes, we’d rather act more like the Hatfields and McCoys, but Paul says, retaliation and revenge are absolutely forbidden to followers of Jesus.
· Jesus never hit back in either word or deed. And in spite of our natural tendency to get “even”, Jesus calls us instead to imitate him.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Stott, The Message of Romans: God’s Good News for the World, 334.] 


Another imperative from Paul. To be a peacemaker…
II. We must be careful to do right.

Romans 12:17 NIV Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone.

Paul says something similar in…
2 Corinthians 8:21 NLT We are careful to be honorable before the Lord, but we also want everyone else to see that we are honorable.

Similar instructions are found in 1 Peter as well:
1 Peter 2:12 NLT Be careful to live properly among your unbelieving neighbors. Then even if they accuse you of doing wrong, they will see your honorable behavior, and they will give honor to God when he judges the world. 
1 Peter 2:15 NLT It is God’s will that your honorable lives should silence those ignorant people who make foolish accusations against you. 
1 Peter 3:16 NLT … Keep your conscience clear. Then if people speak against you, they will be ashamed when they see what a good life you live because you belong to Christ.

What is right translates one word in Greek which is usually taken to mean “good.”[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Leon Morris, The Epistle to the Romans, The Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI; Leicester, England: W.B. Eerdmans; Inter-Varsity Press, 1988), 452.] 

But when Paul tells us to do ‘what is right in the eyes of everyone’, he’s not suggesting that we simply let our behavior be determined by public opinion or the generally accepted moral maxims of our culture.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Colin G. Kruse, Paul’s Letter to the Romans, ed. D. A. Carson, The Pillar New Testament Commentary (Cambridge, U.K.; Nottingham, England; Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company; Apollos, 2012), 482.] 

· Church, we live in a culture that calls wrong right and right wrong. We live in a culture that celebrates sin.
· We live in a culture that encourages boys to think they’re girls and girls to think they’re boys.
· We live in a culture in which sex before and outside of marriage is considered normal and perfectly acceptable even among disciples of Christ. 
· EXPAND

So, Paul isn’t telling us to go with the flow of our culture. 
Rather, he’s calling on his readers to live out the implications of the gospel. 
· Christians will always be living in the sight of non-Christians, and the way we live should be such as to commend the gospel (cf. Prov. 3:4; Matt. 5:16; Luke 2:52; 2 Cor. 4:2; 8:21; Tit. 2:10).[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Morris, The Epistle to the Romans, 452.] 

· Coach Derossett and character.

Be careful to do is NIV’s rendering of a verb meaning “think beforehand, to think ahead of time.”[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Morris, The Epistle to the Romans, 452.] 

· As one pastor put it, “Here in Romans 12, Paul is challenging the believer to think beforehand what is the right way to live, while at the same time, living in a culture that no longer knows what is right.”

Another command from Paul. To be a peacemaker…
III. We must work at peace.
Romans 12:18 NIV If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.

Elsewhere Paul gives the same instruction…
2 Cor. 13:11 NLT Dear brothers and sisters, I close my letter with these last words: Be joyful. Grow to maturity. Encourage each other. Live in harmony and peace. Then the God of love and peace will be with you.
1 Thess. 5:12-13 NLT Dear brothers and sisters, honor those who are your leaders in the Lord’s work. They work hard among you and give you spiritual guidance. 13 Show them great respect and wholehearted love because of their work. And live peacefully with each other.

Peace takes and works and you probably noticed the condition Paul lays down here, “if it is possible, as far as it depends on you.”

While Christ-followers are to work at peace, we live in a fallen world and sometimes fallen people will refuse to let peace remain. 
· But that is their responsibility. 
· As far as Christ-followers are concerned, there is to be no breach of the peace. 

Maybe Paul gives this condition here as a reminder that as Christians we are to bear witness to the truth and to live by Christian principles. 
· Sometimes people either are not willing to live at peace with us or lay down a condition for reconciliation which would involve an unacceptable moral compromise.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Stott, The Message of Romans: God’s Good News for the World, 335.] 

· Peace at the price of the sacrifice of truth or the compromise of doctrine is not asked for or commended.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Morris, The Epistle to the Romans, 452–453.] 


Jesus said that His truth would not bring peace all the time, but a sword. It would not create unity among everyone, in fact, it would bring division to many. 
· In nearly every city the Apostle Paul went to, he created a riot.
· Not because he went in pushing everyone’s buttons but rather because people loved the darkness more than the light.

PAUSE
Church, there’s a difference between peacemakers and peacekeepers.
· We all love peacekeepers. Peacekeepers are willing to do anything to keep the boat from rocking.
· But you know, it’s possible to love peace in the wrong way and when we love peace in the wrong way, we often succeed in making trouble and not peace. 
· There are many people who think that they are loving peace, when in fact they are piling up trouble for the future, because they refuse to face the situation and to take the action which the situation demands. 

As William Barclay wrote, “The peace which the Bible calls blessed does not come from the evasion of issues; it comes from facing them, dealing with them and conquering them.”
· Living at peace with everyone is not the passive acceptance of things because we are afraid of the trouble of doing anything about them, but the active facing of things, and the making of peace, even when the way to peace is through struggle.

A peaceful relationship is a two-way street. Paul is simply telling us to make sure that our side of the street is open.
· That we’re not the ones holding out with a grudge or bitterness or refusal to forgive.

Paul is urging his readers to do all that is in their power to bring about and to preserve peace; but that does not remove the possibility that others will make this laudable endeavor impossible.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Morris, The Epistle to the Romans, 453.] 


Shalom and Eirene – wholeness.

Another instruction from Paul. To be a peacemaker…
IV. We must not take revenge.

Romans 12:19 NLT Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the righteous anger of God. For the Scriptures say, “I will take revenge; I will pay them back,” says the Lord.

Part of being a peacemaker means not taking revenge.
Even when someone has done us harm, we are not to seek retribution; that’s not our function. Paul slips in the address “my dear friends or beloved” (NIV, my friends), which is particularly appropriate in a place where he is urging Christ-followers to a line of conduct which runs counter to a strong natural urge.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Morris, The Epistle to the Romans, 453.] 

· Sometimes, we’d rather act like a Hatfield or McCoy. But instead of taking personal revenge believers are to leave it to God to do so. 
· Christians are not called upon to help God carry out divine retribution. God has promised to “pay back trouble to those who trouble us” (2 Thess 1:6). He has no need of our help or advice. 
· So, genuine trust will leave everything in his hands.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Robert H. Mounce, Romans, vol. 27, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1995), 241.] 


And this doesn’t mean hoping and praying for God to punish our enemies’.
One commentator adds, ‘When we recall what God has done for us “when we were enemies” (5:10), we cannot but hope that His mercy will finally embrace those who now are our enemies. “We give place to wrath”, says Calvin, “… only when we wait patiently for the proper time for our deliverance, praying in the meantime that those who now trouble us may repent and become our friends”.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Kruse, Paul’s Letter to the Romans, 483–484.] 


Having just told us not to take revenge, Paul goes on. To be a peacemaker…
V. We must commit to blessing our enemies.
Romans 12:20 NLT Instead, “If your enemies are hungry, feed them. If they are thirsty, give them something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals of shame on their heads.”

Paul here quotes virtually word for word Proverbs 25:21–22 which is a reiteration of the teaching given by the Lord Jesus…
Matthew 5:43–44 NLT “You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your neighbor’ and hate your enemy. 44 But I say, love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you!

Instead of revenge, acts of kindness are to be carried out because it is the godly thing to do.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Kruse, Paul’s Letter to the Romans, 485.] 

Paul says that showing kindness to our enemies we heap burning coals on their heads.
· This is clearly a metaphor but given that the whole paragraph (vv. 9–21) is an expression of what Christian love means in practice,[footnoteRef:19] most bible scholars believe that Paul is holding out to us the hope that showing kindness to our enemies will lead to their repentance. [19:  Morris, The Epistle to the Romans, 455.] 


I recently read a story about a man named Peter Miller, who was a Baptist pastor during the American Revolution. Miller, lived in Ephrata, Pennsylvania, and one of his dearest friends was General George Washington. In the town of Ephrata there also lived a spiteful troublemaker named Michael Wittman who did all he could to oppose and humiliate Miller.
One day, Wittman was arrested for treason and sentenced to death. When he heard the news, Miller set out to Philadelphia to plead for the life of his enemy. After walking seventy miles—on foot—Miller petitioned his friend, General Washington, to spare Wittman’s life.
“No, Peter,” General Washington said. “I cannot grant you the life of your friend.”
“My friend?” exclaimed the old preacher. “He’s not my friend. In fact, he is the bitterest enemy I have.”
“What?” cried Washington. “You’ve walked seventy miles to save the life of an enemy? That puts the matter in different light. I’ll grant your pardon.” And he did.
That day, Miller and Wittman walked back home to Ephrata together. When they arrived home, they were no longer enemies. They were friends.

And then lastly. To be a peacemaker…
VI. We must not let evil triumph.

A stark alternative is set before us; there’s no neutrality, no middle way is envisioned. 
· If we curse others (14), repay evil for evil (17) or take revenge (19), then, because all these are evil responses to evil, we have given in to evil, been sucked into its sphere of influence, and been defeated, overcome, even ‘overpowered’ (jbp) by it. 
· But if we refuse to retaliate, we can instead ‘take the offensive’ (jbp) and practice the positive counterparts to revenge. 
· Then, if we bless our persecutors (14), if we are careful to do right (17), if we are active in peacemaking (18), if we leave all judgment to God (19), and if we love and serve our enemy, and even win him over to Christ (20), then in these ways we have overcome evil with good.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Stott, The Message of Romans: God’s Good News for the World, 337.] 


The point of this last section is to do toward others what God has done toward us.[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Boa and Kruidenier, Romans, 377.] 

And this is what Jesus demanded of his disciples…

PAUSE
Jesus is the Prince of Peace because He secures our peace with God, He provides the peace of God, and He makes it possible for us to have peace with one another.

And how can we be peacemakers in a world that would rather feud?
· We must commit to never repay evil with evil.
· We must be careful to do good.
· We must work at peace.
· We must not take revenge.
· We must commit to blessing our enemies.
· We must not let evil triumph.

These six decisions will keep us from ever joining up with the Hatfields and the McCoys.
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