Space for God The One We’ve Been Expecting

PREPARATION

¢ In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit ®

This one who is life itself was revealed to us, and we have seen him.

And now we testify and proclaim to you that he is the one who is eternal life.
He was with the Father, and then he was revealed to us.

1 John 1:2

WORSHIP

In that day the deaf will hear words read from a book,
and the blind will see through the gloom and darkness.
The humble will be filled with fresh joy from the Lord.
The poor will rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.

Isaiah 29:18-19

CONFESSION

Now the Holy Spirit tells us clearly that in the last times some will turn away from the
true faith; they will follow deceptive spirits and teachings that come from demons.

1 Timothy 4:1

Once you were like sheep who wandered away. But now you have turned to
your Shepherd, the Guardian of your souls.

1 Peter 2:25

MEDITATION - Matthew 11:2-11%*

ohn the Baptist, who was in prison, heard about all the things the Messiah was
doing. So he sent his disciples to ask Jesus, “Are you the Messiah we've been
expecting, or should we keep looking for someone else?”
Jesus told them, “Go back to John and tell him what you have heard and seen- the
blind see, the lame walk, those with leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are
raised to life, and the Good News is being preached to the poor.” And he added,
“God blesses those who do not fall away because of me.”
As John's disciples were leaving, Jesus began talking about him to the crowds.
“"What kind of man did you go into the wilderness to see? Was he a weak reed,
swayed by every breath of wind? Or were you expecting to see a man dressed in
expensive clothes? No, people with

expensive clothes live in palaces.
Were you looking for a prophet? Yes, |IN SOLITUDE AND/OR COMMUNITY

and he is more than a prophet. John | Read Slowly, several times.
is the man to whom the Scriptures | Reflect What does the text say?
refer when they say, Respond  How does it relate to my life?

‘Look, | am sending my messenger | pgoqt
ahead of you, and he will prepare

| welcome God’s healing and renewal.

your way before you.’
"I tell you the truth, of all who have ever lived, none is greater than John the Baptist.
Yet even the least person in the Kingdom of Heaven is greater than he is!

ANCHORING PRAYER
I am expecting You.

REVIEW OF THE HEART

What preparations am | making for Christ’s return?

What causes me to “fall away” from God?

WISDOM

Who has believed our message? To whom has the Lord revealed his powerful
arm? My servant grew up in the Lord’s presence like a tender green shoot, like a
root in dry ground. There was nothing beautiful or majestic about his
appearance, nothing to attract us to him. He was despised and rejected— a man
of sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief. We turned our backs on him and
looked the other way. He was despised, and we did not care.

Isaiah 53:1-3

"When | was young | was sure of everything; in a few years, having been
mistaken a thousand times, | was not half so sure of most things as | was before;
at present, | am hardly sure of anything but what God has revealed to me."
—John Wesley

TESTIMONY Whatis God saying to me?
INTERCESSION Prayers for the Church, for others, and for me.

BENEDICTION

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us all, now and evermore.
Amen.

SPACE FOR GOD DAILY

Be still and quiet before God.

Seek the Holy Spirit’s filling and guidance.
Speak, act, and serve from a listening heart.
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