


Third Sunday of Advent 
December 14, 2025    9:30AM  

 

Prelude           
Welcome   
 

Please stand as you are able 

GATHERING The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.    
 

Invocation 

In the name of the ☩ triune God in whose presence we wait, 

the Holy Parent, fulfilling the promise, 

the Holy Child, waiting to be born, 
the Holy Spirit, illumining the way. 

Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn            “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”  #239 
           

Advent Candle Lighting 
The prophet’s words are fulfilled in Jesus: the blind see, the lame walk, the poor 

hear good news. The kingdom of heaven has come near. 
We rejoice, for Christ’s light shines in every shadow. 
 

In this busy season, amid long days and full hearts, joy surprises us. It is found not 

in what we buy or do, but in who God is: faithful, merciful, and near. 
The joy of the Lord is our strength, and Christ’s coming fills us with 

gladness. 
 

(The third candle is lit) 
 

We light this candle as a sign of joy, that even in waiting we are not alone, for God 
is with us. 

Come, Lord Jesus, our joy and our Redeemer. Amen. 
 

Blessing Response   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel v. 3”           #257 
           

Greeting 

     The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
         and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you.  
 

Prayer of the Day 

. . . one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

Please be seated 
 

WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 
 

Reading     Isaiah 35:1-10                          page 649 
 The word of the Lord.  

 Thanks be to God! 
 

Reading     James 5:7-10                                    page 1106 

The word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God!      
 

Anthem     Where Hope Began                              Choir 
 

Children’s Message    



 

Please stand as you are able 

Gospel                                                                

 The holy gospel according to Matthew, chapter 11.    
Glory to you, O Lord. 

                                             Matthew 11:2-11                                       page 887 
Response to Gospel 

 The gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated  
 

Sermon                       Pr Wade Crevier 
 

Silence for Meditation We pause in contemplation of God’s word, preparing to respond with song. 
 

Please stand as you are able 

Message Response     “Christ, Be Our Light”       #715 
 

Baptism                            see attached 
 

Baptism Song    “Borning Cry”        #732 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 Petition Response: Your mercy is great. 

. . . through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 
Amen.      
                                                                                

Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

MEAL God feeds us with the presence of Christ. 
 

Offerings Place offerings in the plate at the sanctuary entrance, mail to the church, or give through our  

website or Tithe.ly App.  Thanks you for your financial support of our ministry. 
 

Presentation of Gifts   Come Now, O Prince of Peace vs. 1, 2           #247 

  Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one body. 
  Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 
 

  Come now, O God of love, make us one body. 

  Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 
 

Offering Prayer 

Nourishing God, 
you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 

Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, 
that we may rejoice and be for the world 

signs of your kingdom come. Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

. . .and join their unending hymn: 
 



 

Holy, Holy, Holy                                       p. 153 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Words of Promise 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen.  

Please be seated  
 

Communion All are welcome at God’s table. Communion is by intinction.  You will receive the wafer and 

then dip it into the wine. Gluten-Free wafers are available by request. 
 

Communion Hymns    “He Comes to Us as One Unknown”        #737 

      “As the Dark Awaits the Dawn”        #261 
      “Here Is Bread”        #483 

Please stand as you are able 

Post Communion Blessing  

…keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 
. . .in the name of Jesus.  

Amen. 
 

SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Blessing        
                  

Bell Toll                                                                                                                                     
 

Sending Hymn          “People, Look East”         #248 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Keep awake. 

Thanks be to God.  
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Worship Leaders 
Terry & Loretta Williams — Ushers/Greeters 

Hattie Erickson and Henry Morelock — Acolytes 
Ginny Erickson — Reader 

Steve Mentele — Choir Director 
Robin Hoefer — Pianist 
Wade Crevier — Pastor 

 
 

 
 



 



 



 

 
 
 



Baptism 
Presentation 
God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope 
through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word, God delivers us 
from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united 
with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, and joined in God’s mission for the life of the world. 
Sponsors:  I present Ann Rose Hildebrandt for baptism. 
 
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire 
to have Ann baptized into Christ? 
Parents:  I do. 
 
Parental Responsibilities 
 As you bring Ann to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 
responsibilities: to live with her among God's faithful people, bring her to the 
word of God and the holy supper, teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and 
the Ten Commandments, place in her hands the Holy Scriptures, and nurture 
her in faith  and prayer, so that she may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ 

through word and deed, care for others and the world God made, and work 
for justice and peace. Do you promise to help Ann grow in the Christian faith 
and life? 
Parents:  I do. 
 
Sponsor Responsibilities  
 Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Ann in the Christian faith as you 
are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of 

baptism and in communion with the church? 
Sponsors:  I do. 
 
Congregational Responsibilities 
 People of God, do you promise to support Ann and pray for her in her 
new life in Christ? 
 We do. 
 
Congregation please stand as you are able. 

Profession of Faith 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess 
the faith of the church. Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that 
defy God? 

   I renounce them. 
 
 Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 



I renounce them. 
 
 Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

I renounce them. 
 
     Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?               
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
 Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving at the Font 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over 

the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in 
which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered 
Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel 
from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John 
and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and 
resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise 
us up to live in you.  Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living 
Word, that those who are washed in the waters of baptism may be given 
new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  
Amen 
Congregation may be seated 

 

Baptism  
Ann Rose Hildebrandt, I baptize you in the name 
of the Father,  
and of the Son, 



and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia. 

 
Prayer for the Holy Spirit 

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through  
water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse 
them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.   
 
Sustain Ann with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear 
of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

 Amen. 
 
Sign of the Cross  
Ann Rose Hildebrandt, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and 
marked with the cross of Christ forever. 

 Amen. 
 

Welcome 
Amy: Ann, let your light so shine before others that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father in heaven. 

 
 Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

 We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join 
us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and 
redeeming word to all the world. 

 



 







 
 
 



 



 



 



 

Announcements for December 14, 2025 
Welcome! We are happy you are here today! 

• Families: It is our hope that you will find a comfortable way to worship at JP.  There are activity bags in the Narthex for 
young children to use during worship.  There is also a large pew area, “Prayground”, on the righthand side of the 
Sanctuary, near the pulpit, that is available for families to use.   

• Large Print Bulletins and Hymns are available in the narthex in a red binder. Ask the ushers! 

• Visitors: Sign the Visitor’s Book and pick up a visitor’s bag located on the table in the Connecting Room. 
 

Keep in prayer: June Bates, Mary Carlson, Judy Clark (sister-in-law of Bill), Dean Erickson (Brett’s dad), Jill 
Fiorenza (Jim Baker’s Sister), Barb Grenawalt, David Hagemann, Lois Keller, Leandra Miller (Ginny’s friend), Brad 
Pfaff (son-in-law of Mary Jane), Emma Schutt (Rose’s niece), Don Seeger, Ron Torkilson, Lynn Tracy, Mary Jane 
Tracy, Susan (Svenson) Witte.  Please contact the office with any changes in requests.      
 

Special Organ Flowers are given by Mike & Chris Pfleiger and Ken & Amy Hildebrandt in honor of Annie’s baptism. 
 

We rejoice today in the baptism of Ann Rose Hildebrandt, daughter of Jennifer and Michael Hildebrandt.  We 
welcome you into God’s family! 
 

Thank you for all of the contributions to last week’s brunch! Amy & Brandi 
 

Food Donations were delivered to the Clinton Community Outreach Pantry and then distributed yesterday.  Last 
week about 50 items were delivered to Skaalen Nursing Home!  Thank you! 
 

Donations of hats and mittens may be placed on the tree outside the offices.  New and CLEAN, like-new used 
items may be donated.  Last year donations when to the Clinton Elementary School. 
 

"FALALALALA - Join us for Christmas Caroling to some of our JP friends!  Wednesday, December 17 
(6:30PM/following the neighborhood dinner) and Sunday, December 21 (11AM/following worship).  For the sake of 
planning and coordinating - if you will join us, please let Ginny know.  
 

The December Neighborhood Dinner will be on Wednesday, December 17 - 5:30-6:30PM.  Set aside the to-dos 
and lists for an hour, COME RELAX AND ENJOY.  The menu will feature soups, salads, and breads and there will 
be cookies for decorating.   If you're interested in helping host, please see the signup sheet in the connecting 
room.  Hope you can join us! 
 

Giving Envelopes are in the connecting room hallway.  If you give electronically, you do not need an envelope.  
Please let Julia Pearson know if you need envelopes. 
 

Parsonage Update: Council discussed and decided that a Planning Team, made up of members of Jefferson 
Prairie, would be most appropriate for mapping out the future of the parsonage.  Are you interested in gathering 
ideas and information?  Do you have suggestions?  Contact Terry Pearson to sign-up for the Parsonage Planning. 
 

Sharing Your Offering: Thank you for your generosity that supports God’s ministry here at Jefferson Prairie and our 
mission partners. There are multiple options for sharing your offering. 

• Offering plates are located on stands by the entrance to the sanctuary. 

• Give online at www.jplchurch.org . Click on the GIVE tab at the top to be directed to Tithe.ly. 

• Mail your check to church: 23184 Bergen Rd. Poplar Grove, IL 61065  
 

Online worship available at: https://www.facebook.com/jeffersonprairie/live/ and www.jplchurch.org homepage. 
Click on Sermons on the website to watch previous worship services. The bulletin is under Sermon Notes.    
NOTE: This worship service is being livestreamed. 

 

This Week’s Calendar 
Sunday, December 14  CHRISTMAS SWEATER DAY with picture 

8:15 am Choir 
9:30 am Worship with Baptism 
  Youth-Program Rehearsal 
  Fellowship 

Tuesday, December 16  9:00 am Quilting 
     6:00 pm Council 
Wednesday, December 17  5:30 pm NEIGHBORHOOD DINNER 

6:45 pm Caroling in Clinton (outside) 
          Friday, December 19  3:00 pm Bell Choir  

Sunday, December 21  8:15 am Choir 
9:30 am Worship with Children’s Program 
  Fellowship  
  Caroling in Beloit/Clinton(?) (inside) 


