12/14/2025 Sermon - Joy
The reason I chose to sing “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” today, is because of the rejoicing that it encourages us all to do.  “Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel will come to thee, O Israel!"
Did you ever notice though, that this is the only time of the year that we generally use the word “rejoice”?  That makes me kind of sad because the word “rejoice” is something that we as Christians should be doing every day of the year.  Rejoicing in the good news of our Savior.  Rejoicing in the love that fills our hearts not only during the holidays, but throughout the year.  Rejoicing in all that we do, because as Christians, all that we do is done in the name of Jesus Christ.  But we don’t typically refer to ourselves as rejoicing until the Christmas season is upon us.
I’m glad that we do rejoice at this time of year; that we do recognize the blessing that Christ is in our lives.  Yes, it is a joy to welcome a new baby into the world.  It’s an even greater joy to welcome a Savior into the world, so we rejoice for our Savior has come.  
Some people are a lot better at rejoicing than others.  There are several reasons for this.  First of all, people are made differently.  We all have a different chemical make-up that makes each of us different from the other.  Secondly, people are raised differently.  In all of the world, you can’t find two households that are managed in exactly the same way, so we all bring our own traditions and sense of “normal” to the picture.  Thirdly, everybody is born with their own personality as well.  Just look at the difference in babies in a hospital nursery.  Some are stoic and calm, some are fidgety, and some cry out of frustration or a need to be held. All of these are just some reasons why we don’t all rejoice at the same “level of excitement”.
But, what if we did rejoice more freely throughout the year?  What if we withstood all kinds of adversity with a smile because we know that God will take care of us?  What if we celebrated when others share a testimony of faith?  What if we were to offer prayers for others on the spot, in private or in public? What if we had God on our minds 24/7?  It would be as if we have one foot in heaven’s gate and we just can’t wait to slip the rest of the way in.  This is what it is to live a life of great faith.  
What a glorious time of release of all cares and concerns, to be in such celebration that we could actually define ourselves as “rejoicing” always in the Lord. The Prophet Isaiah lived such a life. Isaiah 61:10 reads, 
“I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness.”  
That’s a perfect description of living your life rejoicing.  To be robed in righteousness and clothed in salvation… and to be fully deserving of God’s blessings.
In Luke 1:46, Mary celebrates the news of her role in bringing God’s son to earth by declaring, 
"My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.”  
In other translations, it reads: 
“My soul glorifies the Lord…”, 
but either way, either magnifies or glorifies, as believers, that is what we do.  Not just the Virgin Mary, but each one of us is a reflection of God’s glory.  Each Christian believer is a virtual billboard for God’s redeeming grace, so when Mary says that her soul magnifies the Lord, this is so true.  She magnified the Lord in a more literal sense than any of us ever will, by giving birth to the Christ child, but we magnify the Lord by keeping God in everything that we do.  So, rejoice in the truth that we are God’s.
The book of 1 Thessalonians 5 tells us more about how to rejoice in the Lord as it instructs us:
5:16 Rejoice always,
5:17 pray without ceasing,
5:18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
5:19 Do not quench the Spirit.
5:20 Do not despise the words of prophets,
5:21 but test everything; hold fast to what is good;
5:22 abstain from every form of evil.
5:23 May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
5:24 The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.
And so as we look ahead to Christmas and the coming of the Christ child; I pray that we don’t let our preparations get in the way of our rejoicing; because like I said, as Christians we should be rejoicing every day no matter what the time or the season.  
Don’t let the gift buying, card writing or cookie baking get in the way of the true celebration at hand; the celebration of our life in Christ; the celebration of sharing that gift with our children, grandchildren, friends and neighbors; not only for the holidays, but all the year through.
If you will bear with me for just one more example of how we are to rejoice in the Lord, I will re-read Isaiah 61:10 “I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness.”  The part of that reading that says, “my…   whole…   being…   shall exult in my God” just makes me chuckle because in my mind’s eye, I can see an excited puppy unbridled and jumping and wiggling from head to tail - rejoicing because it’s master has come home.  I believe THAT is how to rejoice in the Lord!  Eager to serve our master and equally eager to rejoice in His coming into our lives.  Amen.

