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Advent 3 (Joy)
Pageant Sunday




Land Acknowledgement
We acknowledge that we at Trinity-Collingwood live, work, worship, and play on the traditional lands included in Treaty 18 also known as the Lake Simcoe Nottawasaga Treaty.  As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus once again, we remember that this holy season is meant to inspire us to share hope, peace, joy and love with all our relations.  May we live our lives gently in harmony with nature, listening, learning, and growing to be people of reconciliation. 


Introit - VU 1 “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” (verse 1 and 6)

Announcements and Opportunities @Trinity

Gathering Words 
One: In this Advent season, let us journey to Bethlehem with Mary and Joseph. Let us find the ways in which hope is born, even in unlikely places.  
All: We gather this day as those who long for a new word of hope.
One:  In this Advent season, let us raise our voices to sing with the angels proclaiming the promise of peace on earth and good will to all.  
All: We recommit ourselves to the work of building peace.
One: In this Advent season, let us rush with the shepherds to find the good news that has been announced to us.  
All: Christmas brings good news of great joy for all people.
One: In this Advent season, let us follow the wise ones of every time and place to rediscover that the greatest gift of all is love.  
All: No one is ever too old or too young, too rich or too poor, to give and receive love. 
One: In the Advent season, we remember that you came to us in a child, cradled in a borrowed bed of straw because there was no room in the inn.  
All: Help us to look for your presence, O God, in every child born, this Christmas and always. Amen.

Opening Hymn: VU 29 “Hark the Glad Sound”

Advent Candle Lighting 
Relight two purple candles

One: In a world full of fear, where do you see glimmers of joy?
Two: I see glimmers of joy in birthday candles and homemade cards. I see joy in the laughter of children and the delight of grandparents.  I see joy in meals around the table and in the singing of Christmas songs.
One:  You are right.  Even in a fearful world, joy is all around us.
Two: Today we light the candle of joy as a reminder of this good 	news.  May this flicker of light help us remember that even in a fearful world, joy is here. Joy is real. We only have to look for it.
Light the pink candle.

All: Thanks be to God for Good News! Amen.

Sung Response: VU 7 (verse 3 and chorus) “Hope is a Star”

Participatory Pageant 

Introduction

Hymn : VU 2 (verse 1) “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” (seated)
Angel Gabriel and Mary come to the front centre.   

An Angel Visits Mary

Hymn: VU 14 (verses 1 and 6) “To a Maid Whose Name Was Mary” (seated)
Mary leaves and Joseph comes and lies down at the front as if sleeping

An Angel Visits Joseph

Hymn: VU 55 (verse 1 and 2) “In the Bleak Midwinter” (seated)
Mary and Joseph go to the back to start their journey to Bethlehem.
Innkeepers come to the front.
An Imperial Order

Hymn: VU 64 (verses 1 and 3) “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (seated)
Mary and Joseph walk from the back to the front.
Inn keepers hold up their No Vacancy signs
No Room at the Inn

Hymn : VU 56 (verses 1 and 6) Jesus, Our Brother (seated)
Manger is brought to front centre on raised level.
Mary is given a doll 
Animals gather around the manger

The Birth of Jesus

Hymn: VU 62 (verses 1 and 2) “Once in Royal David’s City” (seated)
Mary puts the baby in the manger.  
Shepherds come to stand on floor level at front.
Angels go to stand at the back of the raised area in front of the organ.

Angels Visit the Shepherds

Hymn: VU 38 (verse 1 and chorus) “Angels we have heard on high” (seated)
Shepherds (and sheep) move to surround the manger.

The Shepherds Visit Jesus

Hymn: VU 43 (verses 1 and 2) “Go Tell It On the Mountain” (seated)
Wise ones come to the front.

Wise Ones Come From Afar

Hymn: VU 36 (verse 3 and 4) “Angels, From the Realm of Glory” (seated)
Everyone returns to their places

Conclusion

An Affirmation of Faith for Advent (by Sarah Speed, Sanctified Arts)
We have seen the valley.
We have seen a sky without stars.
We have seen the longest night,
and still we believe.

We believe in a with-us God.
We believe in the hope of tomorrow. 
We believe that good news is louder than fear.
We believe this good news is for all people. 

So even when our knees shake,
even when our voice trembles,
even when fear is all around us,
we will hold onto that good news.

We will reach for each other.
We will look for God in our midst.
We will sing songs of joy.
We will proclaim:
Unto us, love is born!

We have seen the longest night,
and we have seen unimaginable love.
So still, we believe.
Amen.

Duet - “Away in a Manger”

 God Supports and Lifts Us
Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer

Acknowledging our Offerings in Support of Trinity United’s ministries
At Christmas time, we know the generosity of God who chooses to be with us here in this world with all its joys and struggles through Jesus. As a church, we strive to journey with one another and with our community and world in good times and hard ones.  To do that we need the support of those who believe in our work together. The church could not flourish without all the time, talent and financial resources that are shared. If you are able to make a financial gift, you can do that by leaving cash or cheque in the offering plates at either entrance, dropping off or mailing them to the church office, by e-transfer to office@collingwoodunitedchurch.ca or by signing up for PAR to donate monthly through the church office.  If you are a visitor among us, there are offering envelopes in your bulletins.  If you give us your name and address (and email, if available), we will issue a tax receipt early in the new year.  Thank you for your generosity. Let us pray together:

God of joy, may giving these gifts be our deepest joy. You are the God of abundance, and on this day, we give thanks for Jesus who came among us as a baby born in surprising circumstances. Whenever we are afraid, remind us of Mary and Joseph and the Shepherds and the Wise Ones, that we might renew our hope and our strength.  May our giving bring joy to the world. Amen.

Closing Hymn - VU 59 “Joy to the World”

Commissioning 
This Christmas I wish for you 
courage like Mary and Joseph 
who said Yes when God called.
This Christmas I wish for you 
the deep peace about which the angels sang.
This Christmas I wish for you 
joy which will lead you 
to new discoveries like the shepherds. 
This Christmas I wish for you 
the starlight to show you a new way home.

This Christmas I wish for you 
love to pull us closer to one another.
This Christmas I wish for you 
the presence of God, 
in a baby born long ago 
and in everyone you meet in your life today. 

Benediction ((by Rev. Sarah Speed | A Sanctified Art | sanctifiedart.org) 
In the name of the One who calls,
the One who sends,
and the One who journeys with us —
go in peace and
be not afraid.
Amen.

Choral Blessing - MV 220 “Joy Shines as a Solitary Star”

 Music to Inspire our Serving
***********************************************************************
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