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3rd Sunday of Advent. A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces that the 

desert shall rejoice and blossom, and Jesus points to the unexpected and transforming signs of God’s reign. 

We wait with patience for the coming of the Lord, even as we rejoice at his presence among us this day: in 

word and holy supper, in church and in our homes, in silent reflection and in works of justice and love. We 

pray that God would open our eyes and ears to the wonders of Christ’s advent among us. 
 

*=ALL STAND for this part of worship 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 

The prophet Isaiah shared a word with the grieving world, a vision of vibrant 

renewal. All of creation will be glad. Even the earth itself will praise God!  

Dry places like deserts will be full of blooming life. 

Joy will grow like new crocuses poking up through the ground and spreading out 

in the front yard.  

The whole earth will sing praises to God, and so will we! 

As we wait faithfully for God’s time, we light the candles of Hope,  

Peace, and Joy. 

In God’s time of joy, all sorrow and sighing will leave us. 

 

 
 

Blessed are you, God of Creation, for you promise to make the desert rejoice and 

blossom, to watch over the strangers, and to set the prisoners free. 
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As we light these candles, satisfy us with your good gifts, open our eyes to the 

great things you have done for us, and fill us with patience until the coming of our 

Lord, Jesus the Christ. 

O people of joy, come. 

Let us travel on God’s holy way and enter into Zion with singing. Amen.  

 

PRELUDE                 Dona Nobis Pacem               ELW 753 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin,  

whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Long-expected God, 

we confess that we look to ourselves  

for the peace and security  

only you can provide.  

We reach for swords and spears,  

reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war.  

We become impatient while waiting,  

and weary of keeping awake. 
 

Free us from self-reliance, and teach us  

to live in harmony with our neighbors.  

Increase our trust in your timing,  

and awaken us to your presence among us,  

that we may abound  

in the hope you have promised.  Amen. 
 

God judges us not as we deserve, 

but according to God’s own righteousness. 

☩ You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, 

and ready to welcome the Savior. 

Amen. 
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*GATHERING HYMN           Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn            ELW 242 
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*APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*KYRIE                  ACS Setting 12 

 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together: 

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in 

your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way;  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING:         Isaiah 35:1-10 

 1 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; 

  the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

 like the crocus 2 it shall blossom abundantly 

  and rejoice with joy and shouting. 

 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

 They shall see the glory of the Lord, 

  the majesty of our God.]] 
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 3 Strengthen the weak hands 

  and make firm the feeble knees. 

 4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

  “Be strong, do not fear! 

 Here is your God. 

  He will come with vengeance, 

 with terrible recompense. 

  He will come and save you.” 

 

 5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

  and the ears of the deaf shall be opened; 

 6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness 

  and streams in the desert; 

 7 the burning sand shall become a pool 

  and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp; 

  the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

 

 8 A highway shall be there, 

  and it shall be called the Holy Way; 

 the unclean shall not travel on it, 

  but it shall be for God’s people; 

  no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 

 9 No lion shall be there, 

  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

 they shall not be found there, 

  but the redeemed shall walk there. 

 10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return 

  and come to Zion with singing; 

 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

  they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 146:5-10 (Sung) 

 PSALM REFRAIN 

 
 

 PSALM TONE 

 
 

 

 5 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help, 

  whose hope is in the | Lord their God; 

 6 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; 

  who keeps promis- | es forever; 

 7 who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger. 

  The Lord sets the | captive free. 

 8 The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up  

those who | are bowed down;  

  the Lord | loves the righteous. R 

 9 The Lord cares | for the stranger; 

  the Lord sustains the orphan and widow,  

but frustrates the way | of the wicked. 

 10 The Lord shall | reign forever, 

  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah! R 
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SECOND READING:        James 5:7-10 

 7 Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The 

farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it 

receives the early and the late rains. 8 You also must be patient. Strengthen your 

hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9 Brothers and sisters, do not grumble 

against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at 

the doors! 10 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers and sisters, take 

the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

The word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    We stand for the reading of the Gospel. 

 

 

*GOSPEL:                Matthew 11:2-11 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 

disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 

another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the 

blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease are cleansed, the 

deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to 

them. 6 And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 

 

  7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What 

did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What, 

then, did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who 

wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9 What, then, did you go out to see? A 
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prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it 

is written, 

 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11 “Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than 

John the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

          Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON                                   The Rev. Dr. Olga-Maria Cruz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY               My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness        ELW 251 
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*APOSTLE’S CREED 

We now profess the faith we share using the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your 

promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

God of power and mercy, we praise you for Jesus and his acts of healing and 

liberation. Lead us to proclaim the good news from generation to generation, that 

all may place their hope in you. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

When lands are parched and dry, bring rain and snow; where wilderness is barren, 

sow seeds of life. Fill the lands with trees that grow, plants that flower, and 

creatures that thrive, as nature proclaims the wonder of your works. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 



13 

 

When there is injustice or corruption among nations and leaders, root it out. Turn 

their attention to inequity and the cries of the poor. Instill a deeper sense of 

compassion and care in all who govern. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

When bodies weaken and hearts grow fearful, speak your blessing. We pray 

especially for Mary, Wyatt, Mabel, Doris, June, Ann, Julie, Carol, Anne, Judy, 

Jeff, Gloria, Lydia, Brian, James & Grace, Wil, Amy, Bob & Jane, Scott, Lynda, 

Ron & Flo, Mac, Monica, Avery, Doris, John, Abby, Mike, Tim, Arleen, Betty, 

Linda, Kristen, Natalie, Henry, Glenn, Gary, Connie, Greg, Helen & Ron, and 

Max. In uncertain times, remind us of the promise spoken to our ancestors in 

faith. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

When people are imprisoned or held captive, break the chains and offer release. 

Strengthen the work of the church in restorative justice, breaking cycles of 

poverty, and welcoming the immigrants. Especially we pray for Global Refuge 

and Lutheran Social Services. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

As we await your coming, we give thanks for the faithful who have lived and died 

in faith. May their boldness of faith inspire our witness and work. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 

Amen. 

 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

GRATITUDE 

 

OFFERING  

 

OFFERTORY     Mary's Song (Our King of Peace)        Wendell Kimbrough 
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*OFFERING SONG          If We Live, We Live to the Lord       ACS 1025 

 

 
 

 

 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER  
  

Nourishing God, 

you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 

Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, 

that we may rejoice and be for the world 

signs of your kingdom come. 

Amen. 
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*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

DIALOGUE  

 
 

 

 

*PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                ACS Setting 12 

 

 
 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
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Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 
  

In the night in which he was handed over, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks. 

He broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
  

With this bread and cup, we remember your Word  

dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
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*LORD’S PRAYER

 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Here is life. God is with us. 

Come, receive what God has promised. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

COMMUNION 
 

 

The baptized children of God are invited by the Lord to the Lord’s Table where we receive Jesus’ very body 

and blood in, with, and under the bread and wine. We commune at the communion rail where we receive 

the Body and Blood of Christ. Gluten free bread and grape juice are available. If you wish to commune, but 

cannot come forward, let an usher know and Pastor will come to you. If you do not wish to commune, you 

are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. You may wish to remain at the rail for a time of 

personal prayer following which you may return to your pew down the side aisle.  
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 LAMB OF GOD      Be Known to Us Lord Jesus             ACS 12 

 
 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN(S)        All Earth Is Hopeful        ELW 266 

     We Are Waiting for Jesus    ACS 905  

         (Next pages) 



20 
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*POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in His grace.   

Amen. 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 
 

God our host, 

at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. 

Send us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, 

and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 
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*SENDING HYMN                     Prepare the Royal Highway                      ELW 264 

 
 

*BENEDICTION 

May God who comes among us, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, 

and good news to share today and always. 

Amen. 
 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Keep awake. Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE                         The King of Glory                       W&P 136 
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PERMISSIONS 
 

Liturgical Text and Music from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and All Creation Sings, © 2006, 2020, 2022 Augsburg 

Fortress.  Reprinted and/or streamed with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #SAS016761.  All rights reserved. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of 

America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

 

Dona nobis pacem, Words and music: Traditional. Public domain. 

 

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah, Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954. Text © 1984 Fortress Press. Music: Yiddish folk tune, Arr © 
Augsburg Fortress. Text and music reprinted and/or streamed with permission under OneLicense A-722274.  All rights reserved. 

 

Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn. Text and music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950. Text and music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 
Text and music reprinted and/or streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-722274.  All rights reserved. 

 

Psalm 146 Refrain, Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1951, in Psalter Settings for the Church Year © 2008 Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted 
and/or streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-722274.  All rights reserved. 

 

My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness, Text: With One Voice, 1995, based on the Magnificat © 1999 Augsburg Fortress. Music: English 
folk tune; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958.  Arr. © Oxford University Press.  Reprinted and/or streamed with permission 

under OneLicense #A-722274.  All rights reserved. 

 

Mary's Song (Our King of Peace), Words and Music: Wendell Kimbrough, b. 1983. Text and Music © 2014 Wendell Kimbrough. 

Reprinted and/or streamed with permission under CCLI License # 2241477.  All rights reserved. 
 

If We Live, We Live to the Lord, Text and Music: Rolf Vegdahl, b. 1955. Text and Music ©  2009, 2016 Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted 

and/or streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-722274.  All rights reserved. 

 

The Lord's Prayer (minor key version), Music: Jack S. Upton, Jr., 1944-2013, Used by permission. 

 

All Earth is Hopeful, Text: Alberto Taulé, b. 1932; Tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946.  Music: Alberto Taulé. Text and music © 

1993, Tr © 1995 Centro de Pastoral Litúrgica, admin. OCP Publications. Text and music reprinted and/or streamed with permission 

under OneLicense #A-722274.  All rights reserved.  
 

We Are Waiting for Jesus, Text and music: John Helgen, b. 1957. Text and music © 2013 Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted and/or 

streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-722274.  All rights reserved.  
 

Prepare the Royal Highway, Frans Mikael Franzén, 1722-1847, tr. Lutheran Book of Worship.  Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of 

Worship, admin Augsburg Fortress.  Text reprinted and/or streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-722274.  All rights 
reserved.  Music: Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.  Public Domain. 

 

The King of Glory, Text: Willard F. Jabusch.  Text © 1968, 1995 Willard F. Jabusch, admin. OCP Publications.  Text reprinted and/or 
streamed with permission under OneLicense A-722274.  All rights reserved.  Music: Israeli traditional. Public domain. 
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Grace Lutheran livestreams our worship services over Facebook, YouTube, or other platforms and has them 

available for later viewing through our website.  We may also use still photography of church activities for 

church communications, websites, and other uses.  By your presence with us, you acknowledge that you 

may be photographed, and you consent to our use of it for these purposes.  The video capture of 

congregants is minimal and will usually be from the back.  If you want to be sure that you will not be 

shown on any video, we recommend sitting near the back on the left side of the sanctuary. 

 

Scan this Tithe.ly QR code with your   

phone camera to send an offering to Grace.   
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