Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church

www.old-swedes.org 215-389-1513

December 14, 2025

Third Sunday of Advent
Ministry Assistants Today Ministry Assistants December 21
Lector: Omega Moore Lector: Christine Pickup
Intercessor: Charles Moore Intercessor: Carol Jenkins
Usher: Jim Ufheil Usher: Bob Jenkins
Altar Guild: Cathy Ufheil Altar Guild: Rachel Armstrong
Celebrant: Rev. Chris Micklewright Celebrant: Rev. Chris Micklewright
Organist: Adam Haines Organist: Adam Haines

Welcome to Advent at Gloria Dei!

The word Advent means arrival, and this is the season in which we prepare to celebrate the arrival of Jesus
at Christmas. In Advent, we remember how God’s people spent centuries waiting and longing for the arrival
of God'’s promised Messiah, the king who would come to heal this broken world.

We believe that God’s promise was fulfilled in the birth of Jesus. But, in Advent, we remember that Jesus’
work of healing is not yet done. Therefore, we also wait and long for Jesus to come again in glory,
and we hope for the day when he will wipe away every tear from every eye.

Purple is the color of Advent, representing both Jesus’ royal identity (we confess him to be King of Kings and
Lord of Lords), and our posture of repentance and longing throughout this season.


http://www.old-swedes.org/

Prelude

Pastorale Calvin Hampton

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Leader Our King and Savior now draws near!

All Come, let us adore him.

Leader Advent is a time of anticipation, as we prepare for the coming of Jesus and celebrate his gifts
to us. Each candle represents one of these gifts. The first candle represents hope. The second
candle represents peace. Today we light the third candle, which represents joy.

Leader (The candle is lit) Lord, grant us your light, that it might shine in the darkness of our hearts,
and we may come to the true light of Christ.

Leader Our King and Savior now draws near!

All Come, let us adore him.

Opening Hymn # 616 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed Hymnal 1982

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

All And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen

Celebrant Lord, have mercy.

All Christ, have mercy.

Celebrant Lord, have mercy.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.

All Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are

First Reading

sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver
us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and
glory, now and for ever. Amen. (Congregation is invited to sit for the readings.)

Isaiah 35:1-10 Omega Moore

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall
blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing.

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of
the Lorp, the majesty of our God.

Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, "Be
strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come

and save you."

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap
like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become
a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall
become reeds and rushes.

A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall
be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. (continued...)



Firs

Psa

t Reading (continued...)

No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the
redeemed shall walk there.

And the ransomed of the LorD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon
their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
All Thanks be to God
Im 149:4-9

Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! *
whose hope is in the LORD their God;
Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; *
who keeps his promise for ever;
Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, *
and food to those who hunger.
The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes of the blind; *
the Lorb lifts up those who are bowed down;
The Lorp loves the righteous; the LorD cares for the stranger; *
he sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.
The Lorp shall reign for ever, *
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!

Second Reading James 5:7-10

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the
earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen
your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may
not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take
the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
All Thanks be to God.
Hymn # 66 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus Hymnal 1982

Gospel Reading

Ce
All

lebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (11:2-11
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to him, “Are you
the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear
and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised,
and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”

w

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the
ilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft

robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes,
| tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written,

‘See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’

“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in
the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

Ce
All

lebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.



Sermon

Rev. Chris Micklewright

The sermon is an opportunity to reflect on and interpret the readings in light of the whole of Scripture and
Christian tradition. You are always free to disagree with Rev. Chris, and you are more than welcome to reach

out for further discussion of the readings and the ideas presented in the sermon.

After the sermon, we will stand together to recite the Nicene Creed, a historic summary of the Christian
faith. In reciting it together, we align ourselves with the generations of believers who have gone before us,
while also recognizing that there may be parts of the creed that are strange or uncomfortable for some
among us. Ultimately, the creed is a tool that invites us into deeper study, conversation, and reflection on

The Nicene Creed

the journey of faith.

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:

Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he
is worshiped and glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic

by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius

Prayers of the People (the intercessor and the people pray responsively)

Celebrant

Intercessor
People

Intercessor

People

Intercessor

People

Intercessor

People

Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Charles Moore

Beginning with a few moments of silence, let us lift up our prayers, using the words of
Mary’s song (the Magnificat, found in the Gospel of Luke, 1:46-55). (Silence)

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
My spirit rejoices in God our Savior. (Silence)

Trusting that God looks with favor on humble servants, we pray for our bishops, Sarah,
Sean, and Daniel; our priest, Chris; our postulant, Rachel; for our congregation, and for the
church universal.

May we be a blessing to all generations, this day and every day. (Silence)

Remembering that the Almighty has done great things for us, we declare God’s name to be
holy and good.

May God show mercy to all who are afraid today, especially immigrants and refugees.
(Silence)

Relying on the strength of God, we pray that our leaders may truly work for unity and
justice and peace.

May God scatter the proud in their conceit, and cast down the mighty from their thrones.
(Silence)



Prayers of the People (continued...)
Intercessor Longing to see God lift up the lowly, and fill the hungry with good things, we pray for all in
need in our community, and in the world around us.

People Today, we pray especially for: Betty, Gia, Erica, Patty, Dana, Angel, Christine, Dakota,
Emily, Dina, Anthony, Rebecca, Beth, Christine, Seamus, Thomassina, Gregory, Julie,
Denise, Jason, the Juline Family, Laurie, Jerry, Peggy, Joanna, Mark, Margie, Bonnie, Keith,
Connie, and Jack. (Long pause for people add their own petitions.)

Intercessor Hoping in God’s promise of mercy to our ancestors, we pray for all who have died,
remembering especially Dolores Kromchad. (Long pause for other names...)
Celebrant Hasten, O Father, the coming of thy kingdom; and grant that we thy servants, who now live

by faith, may with joy behold thy Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ,
our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen.

Confession & Absolution

Celebrant Let us confess our sins to God. (Please kneel as you are able; a brief silence may be kept.)

All God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our
lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have
created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on
our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may
abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.

Amen.
The Peace
Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you. (Please share the peace by greeting your siblings in Christ.)
Pre-Offertory Hymn #375 There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying Hymnal 1982

Offertory Sentence

Celebrant Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! whose hope is in the Lord their God;
Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps his promise for ever.
-Psalm 146:5-6

Collecting an offering is a way for us to remember that all we have is a gift from God, and that we are
responsible to be good stewards of the gifts entrusted to us. Guests should feel no obligation to give.
Electronic giving is possible using the QR code found on the back of the bulletin. After the collection, the
offering is brought forward as we stand to sing together the following song of thanksgiving.
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The Holy Communion —Eucharistic Prayer 2, Enriching Our Worship

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before

time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things
into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made
us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and
wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us.
Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with
Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to
magnify you as we sing:

Flowingly Paul Fejko
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Celebrant Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and

death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing
servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us,
Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed
good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of
his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of
his life, and to be glorified by you.

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to
them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured
out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and
risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and
ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body
and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation,
the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.



Celebrant In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints, from every tribe and language and people
and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world. Through Christ
and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise,
for ever and ever.

People (In a loud voice.) AMEN!

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All Our Father, who art in heaven, As we forgive those who trespass against us.
hallowed be thy name; And lead us not into temptation;
Thy kingdom come; thy will be done; but deliver us from evil.
On earth as it is in heaven. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and
Give us this day our daily bread. the glory,
And forgive us our trespasses, For ever and ever. Amen.

Fraction & Invitation

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
All Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

Celebrant This is the table not of the church but of our Lord Jesus. It is made ready for those who love
him and those who want to love him more. So come, you who have much faith and you
who have little, you who have been here often and you who have not been here long,
you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. Come, because it is Jesus
who invites you. It is his will that those who want him should meet him here.

All those interested in receiving communion should make their way forward to the rail, while the elements are prepared
for distribution to the congregation. Episcopal theology recognizes baptism as the formal entry into the Christian
community, and baptism is normally a prerequisite to receiving communion. However, we also recognize that God meets
us wherever we are on our journey of faith. Moreover, Jesus regularly welcomed and ate with people from outside of his
normal community. Therefore, all are welcome at this table - including children!

Kneel or stand at the rail, as you are comfortable. Gluten free wafers and grape juice are available — just hold up one
finger to receive either of these alternative elements. The priest will distribute wafers, which you receive in your
outstretched hands. If you wish to receive the cup, you may drink or dip your wafer; it is also okay to receive the wafer
only — we believe that Jesus is fully present in each of the elements of communion. If you prefer not to receive, you are still
warmly invited to come forward and cross your arms to receive a blessing.

Instrumental Hymn #722 The Desert Shall Rejoice Wonder, Love & Praise




Post Communion Prayer & Blessing

Celebrant Let us stand and pray together the post communion prayer.

All God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have
united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in
heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim
your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior.

Amen.
Blessing Rev. Chris Micklewright

Announcements Please pick up a sheet of announcements and upcoming events from the table in the back
of the church. Some of the upcoming events will be highlighted here.

Closing Hymn #67 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People Hymnal 1982
Dismissal

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ.

People Thanks be to God.
Postlude Comfort Ye My People Paul Fejko

All are invited to listen to the postlude,
and then to join us for a time of fellowship in Riverside Hall.
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Online Giving Available
It is possible to give to Gloria Dei on our website,
www.old-swedes.org/give, or using the QR code:
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