


All Saints Anglican Church
6904 Lougheed Highway, Agassiz, B.C. V0M 1A0
Bulletin December 8th, 2025 – December 14th, 2025




‘The ground we walk does not belong to us; for thousands of years it has been - and remains - the territory of the Stó:lō. We are grateful for their sharing.

Phone: 604-796-3553
Website: www.allsaints-agassiz.ca
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AllSaintsFamily
OUR DOOR IS OPEN AND ALL ARE WELCOME
December 14th, 2025, Rose Sunday (Third Sunday of Advent)
Priest in Charge: The Reverend Philip Barker[image: A black and white drawing of a donkey  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

Hosts: Graham Featherstone/Jennifer Pinlac[image: A black and white drawing of a donkey  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

Intercessor: Graham Featherstone
Lay Administrator: Dorothy Cresswell
Announcer: Virginia Jennings
Organ/Piano: Francesca Froehlich
Readers: Pam Evans/Lynn Laughlin
Vicar’s cell phone: Revd. Philip Barker. 778-867-2461[image: Telephone with solid fill]

Vicar’s Warden: Ginny Jennings. 604-796-2206
People’s Warden: Lynn Laughlin. 604-799-5131
Parish email:   revpb1950@gmail.com
Please contact either warden if you have an issue that needs to be brought to the attention of the Vicar - or contact the Vicar direct (see above for details).

All Saint’s Calendar/Announcements:

· Book Club has chosen the next book, "The Watchmaker's Daughter" by Larry Loftis. It is the true story of Corrie ten Boom, who helped her family hide Jewish and other refugees during WWII, survived Ravensbruck concentration camp and went on to be an evangelist across the globe. Some of you may have read her autobiography, "No Hiding Place". The book club started the book on November 5thand meets online every Wednesday to discuss the readings.[image: A person looking at the back of a book cover  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]


The book is $24.99 0n Amazon.  There is no Kindle option 
on Amazon but the Kobo e-book on the indigo.ca website 
is $13.99. Please email Sheila at sjbarker0369@gmail.com 
if you would like to join the group discussions or 
have her order a book for you.

· Bible Study with Karol is every Saturday morning 0830-0900 on Zoom.

· Prayer Requests can be given on a piece of paper to either of the Wardens or the Vicar or entered in the Prayer Request Book on the lectern. Alternatively, you can contact Anthea Lewis at antheamlewis@shaw.ca for Pray First Prayer Circle, which is a confidential online prayer circle.

· Music Requests may be given to the Wardens or the Vicar.

· AA meets in the hall every Tuesday and Friday at noon.

· Every Thursday in the hall 1100-1200 we have a social time with coffee, games if you like or just talk.  

· At 1000-1100 on Thursdays there is an Interactive Bible Study on the day’s Lectionary readings.  All are welcome – discover the treasures in this amazing book!  

· 5th Sunday of each month will be a potluck lunch after the service. 

· Sunday December 28th – Community Lunch at All Saint’s – We will need volunteers to help with clean-up. God works in mysterious ways, but he doesn’t do dishes. We also need to know who is coming, see instructions below.
Instructions from Fran
- There is a signup poster in the hall on the bulletin board.  Please add your name(s) and how many are coming from your group.

- If you are not at church, text or call Fran at 604-991-7471 to sign up.  Also, please indicate what you are able to bring for the lunch.
[image: Table setting with solid fill]
There is no cost, but donations will be welcomed.

Please invite friends, family, and anyone who would like to come.  Guests do not need to bring food but may do so if they like.

[image: A white poster with red text  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
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Christmas Services
Wednesday, December 24th, Christmas Eve, at 1600 (4.00pm)
Nine Lessons and Carols

Thursday, December 25th, Christmas Day, at 1000


Ministerial Meandering
What is ‘sane’?

After last Saturday’s marathon concert that some of you attended, with a theme of some of the theology of Thomas Merton, I felt that I should refresh my acquaintance with him.
I picked up his book of vignettes called ‘Raids on the Unspeakable’, and chose just one at random.  It was some thoughts he shared about the Nuremberg trial of Eichmann, the orchestrator of the ‘Final Solution’, which was to slaughter all the Jews of Europe in what became the Holocaust.

In his opening statement, Merton writes, ‘One of the most disturbing facts that came out in the Eichmann trial was that a psychiatrist examined him and pronounced him perfectly sane.  I do not doubt it at all, and that is precisely why I find it disturbing.’

One would rather have found such a man to be a cackling, wild-eyed, raving lunatic - but instead those at his trial found him a calm, ‘well-balanced ‘, unperturbed official, conscientiously going about his desk work, his administrative job - which happened to be the supervision of mass murder.
It would be true to say that he was not at the sharp end, and when he did visit Auschwitz he was disturbed by what he saw but, (Merton suggests), ‘only in the way that a general manager of a big steel mill might be disturbed if an accident occurred when he happened to be visiting the plant.
But what happened at Auschwitz was no accident - just the routine unpleasantness of the daily task.  Yes, one must suffer discomfort and even nausea from unpleasant sights and sounds.  It all comes under the heading of duty, self-sacrifice, and obedience.  Eichmann was devoted to duty, and proud of his job.’

Eichmann may not have been disturbed, but what I found difficult to accept was that he slept well, had a good appetite, and was not bothered by guilt.

Christopher Browning’s book, ‘Ordinary Men’, looked at the German policeman - ordinary men - who were turned into enthusiastic killers in Poland in the early 1940’s.  These were men who had not been indoctrinated by anti-Semitic brainwashing, Nazification, or earlier brutalization; they were simply ordinary German police who had been drafted to do a job in southern Poland - eliminating Jews.  Indeed, the squad was told by their commanding officer that if any found the work too distasteful, they might apply for transfer.  Only one did.

Given that these police were not subjected to prior indoctrination, it still raises the question that Scott Peck poses in his book, ‘People of the Lie’.  In this he suggests that evil people preserve an image of moral perfection by projecting their faults onto others rather than accepting guilt and changing.  In such a way it could be argued that the elimination of the Jews would be their own fault for being of an inferior race and unfit to live.
Such people’s lives are organized around deception, both toward themselves and others.  They maintain a façade of respectability, often appearing dutiful, law-abiding, and conventional - while covertly harming those around them and denying responsibility.

I wonder about the psychiatrist who examined Eichmann; in what way could even he be called ‘sane’?

Philip+

Truth and Reconciliation
Thank you for the very positive response to the invitation to the current Table Talks series. I had to limit the numbers in the group because it is meant to be a series of small group conversations. Several people were disappointed, so I plan to run the series a second time, probably after Christmas.
Please let me know as soon as possible at sjbarker0379@gmail.com  if you would like to join. Feel free to ask those taking part now for their feedback.
[image: Funny face outline with solid fill]A Little Chuckle
[image: A dog sitting in front of a christmas tree
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Birthdays this Month [image: Cake slice with solid fill] December

Fran Floehlich – 19				Carol Taylor – 25


Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: We Pray for the Clergy and Congregation: 

Archdeacon Andrew Halladay (Lougheed); St. John the Divine, Maple Ridge - The Revd Vineet Samuel; St. Hildegard’s Sanctuary at St Faith, Vancouver – The Revd Melanie Calabrigo

Anglican Church of Canada Cycle of Prayer – We Pray for:

Dr. Andrea Mann, General Secretary, and the staff of the General Secretary’s Office.

Collect 

God of power and mercy, you call us once again to celebrate the coming of your Son. Remove those things which hinder love of you, that when he comes, he may find us waiting in awe and wonder for him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Isaiah 35: 1-10								Pam Evans
35 The desert and the parched land will be glad;
    the wilderness will rejoice and blossom.
Like the crocus, 2 it will burst into bloom;
    it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy.
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it,
    the splendor of Carmel and Sharon;
they will see the glory of the Lord,
    the splendor of our God.
3 Strengthen the feeble hands,
    steady the knees that give way;
4 say to those with fearful hearts,
    “Be strong, do not fear;
your God will come,
    he will come with vengeance;
with divine retribution
    he will come to save you.”
5 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened
    and the ears of the deaf unstopped.
6 Then will the lame leap like a deer,
    and the mute tongue shout for joy.
Water will gush forth in the wilderness
    and streams in the desert.
7 The burning sand will become a pool,
    the thirsty ground bubbling springs.
In the haunts where jackals once lay,
    grass and reeds and papyrus will grow.
8 And a highway will be there;
    it will be called the Way of Holiness;
    it will be for those who walk on that Way.
The unclean will not journey on it;
    wicked fools will not go about on it.
9 No lion will be there,
    nor any ravenous beast;
    they will not be found there.
But only the redeemed will walk there,
10     and those the Lord has rescued will return.
They will enter Zion with singing;
    everlasting joy will crown their heads.
Gladness and joy will overtake them,
    and sorrow and sighing will flee away.


Canticle 18 (Luke 1:46b-55)

46 And Mary said:

“My soul glorifies the Lord
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48 for he has been mindful
    of the humble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will call me blessed,
49     for the Mighty One has done great things for me—
    holy is his name.
50 His mercy extends to those who fear him,
    from generation to generation.
51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
    he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.
52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones
    but has lifted up the humble.
53 He has filled the hungry with good things
    but has sent the rich away empty.
54 He has helped his servant Israel,
    remembering to be merciful
55 to Abraham and his descendants forever,
    just as he promised our ancestors.”

James 5:7-10								Lynn Laughlin

7 Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains. 8 You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. 9 Don’t grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door!

10 Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 


Matthew 11:2-11						Vicar Philip Barker
2 When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he sent his disciples 3 to ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?”

4 Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5 The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 6 Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.”

7 As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 8 If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. 9 Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written:
“‘I will send my messenger ahead of you,
 	   who will prepare your way before you.’

11 Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

Odds and Ends
$Donations and Tax Receipts$
Only a few more weeks before we welcome 2026. Please keep this in mind as all donations for the 2025 tax year must be received and deposited prior to end of December.

[image: Present outline]
White Wrapped Gifts
We are collecting gifts for donation to local families in need. We are asking people to wrap the gift(s) in white paper and include a tag indicating the age of the recipient. We will collect them under the Christmas Tree.

Donkeys for Kenya
As part of our Christmas giving as a parish we are hoping to donate $320 to Alongside Hope (formerly PWRDF Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund) to send 2 donkeys to a rural community in Kenya, East Africa. A gift match could make this 4 donkeys. ‘By carrying heavy loads of water, firewood or building materials, donkeys ease the burden on women, children and the elderly.’ The school ‘bus’ may be a donkey cart and goods may be carried to market to be sold to help the village economy. Around $10 per person would get us to our target. There will be a basket in church for donations or for tax purposes you can add a little extra to your regular giving, but please make it clear how much is to go to the Donkey Fund.

Thank you for your support! Check the donkey ears chart in the hall to see how we are doing.

[image: A group of children riding a donkey cart
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